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FOREWORD

Tt is with great pleasure that I write a Foreword
to this book by Professor S. C. Roy.

I have been fortunate in baving the friendship of
geveral men who have lost their sight; and through
them I have learned to understand something of the
point of view of the blinded man towards his life and
his future.

As Helen Keller, that wonderful American woman
who became blind and deaf and dumb when a baby,
has said “ The heaviest burden on the blind is not
blindness, but idleness.’’

From the moment the sightless child or adult
realises that though his world has not the physical
light of ours, it is still a world full of potential use-
fulness and happiness, he begins to live and to
develop.

His life is still full of richness and of depth and
his world still one in which the gifted individual is
able to reach his full development.

The blinded are not necessarily different from the
sighted because of the accident of their blindness.
They are normal individuals with their own particu-
lar characteristics, who have overcome their first greab
obstacle through character and through patience.
Having achieved this, they are on the highway to
overcome greater obstacles than will the average man.

But this has all to be recognised by the world of
sighted men for theirs is the initial responsibility for
the education of the blind. It is they who must help
the blind children and adult in their first steps; not
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by shielding them but by teaching them how to be
independent. )

I believe that as a balanced and widespread
education is one of the keystones in the life of any
country, so must the education of the blind of any
country form part of it. For this, Governments and
the enthusiasm of voluntary effort must combine.

The same opportunities must be given to the
blind as to other citizens and these they will amply
repay, for, they are endowed through their handicap
with the capacity to go deep into the font of human
nature. .

Many of them are exceptional individuals, and
with their added degree of sensibility and penetration
they should be able to contribute much to the life of
their countries. Some of them have already done
80; in many lands there are famous names of blind
poets and writers, of lawyers and administrators.

Professor Roy’s mosv interesting and thoughtful
collection of lectures is, I understand, the second
book on the blind to be published in India.

It will, T am sure, be welcomed by the public
which has yet so much to learn on the important
subject of the prevention of blindness and the
education of the blind.

T wish this book every success.

CALCUTTA: MAIE CASEY.

GoVERNMENT HOUSE, %
July 3rd, 1944.
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The present volume is a collection of my
speeches, articles, radio-talks, letters, etc., bearing
on Blindness and the Blind, arranged chronologically
from 1936 up to date. For the limitation of space,
arising out of acute shortage of paper, all my writings
and speeches about the blind could not be included,
and only brief summaries of some of my speeches
have been reproduced. Most of the materials, pre-
sented in this book, have been published in news-
papers and journals, and only those references of
publication, which could be easily obtained, are
mentioned in foot-notes.

Since this volume is intended to deal exclusively
with the topics about the blind, my speeches and
writings about matters not relating to the blind, have
been excluded from this book. It is hoped that
these speeches and writings will form the subject-
matter of another book some time in the future.

For the benefit of those who read Bengali and
Hindi, but do not know English, a few articles and
speeches in Bengali and Hindi have been incorporated
in this volume. Most of these materials have, how-
ever, been covered by the English portion of this
book.

The activities of the All-India Lighthouse for the
Blind, a new institution in Calcutta, founded in 1941
at the instance of the author of the present volume,
have been referred to rather too often in this book.
One of the contemplated funections of this institution
was to train and rehabilitate the Indian war-blinded
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persons as this type of service did not exist in this
country. This accounts for the fact that the work
for the war-blinded has been mentioned in several
articles and speeches recorded in this book. How-
ever, a branch of St. Dunstan’s was established by
Major Sir Clutha Mackenzie at Dehra Dun in July,
1943, and ever since, the All-India Lighthouse for
the Blind has turned its attention to the work for the
civilian blind only..

The facts and figures about blind work have been
retained in conformity with the dates under which
they were set forth in my articles and speeches. I
have considered it wiser to maintain chronological
accuracy than to interpolate the information which
was not available at the time of writing those articles
and speeches. A few variations of the same point
of information have, thus, occurred in this book in
accordance with the date under which a particular
article or speech was written and these divergences
should be read and comprehended in the light of the
fact I have just stated.

I regret very much that the speeches could not
be printed in their entirety owing to the reason
stated above. The brief summaries have, I am
afraid, given a rather hasty and unbalanced appear-
ance to the speeches and have, at places, detracted
from the importance they deserve. Besides, since
many of the speeches were prepared for meetings
convened on very short notices, much time and
thought could not be devoted to their preparation.

Another apparent shortecoming of this book is
that certain ideas. thoughts, quotations and even
phrases have been repeated at places. This is due to
the fact that the articles were written for different
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‘papers at different times, and the speeches were
-delivered at different meetings on different occasions,
and I did not have any idea until very recently of
publishing these materials in book form.

Despite all these deficiencies and shortcomings,
my labours will be amply rewarded if this little
volume helps the cause of the blind in India and
provides any information, inspiration or insight to the
sightless individuals and to those engaged in the
welfare work for the blind.

CALCUTTA,
} S. C. ROY.

.29th June, 1944.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

There have been three great influences on my
life, in the absence of any of which this book would
have remained unwritten. It is, therefore, right and
proper for me to acknowledge these influences in my
first book. I mention them in the order of the time
of their occurrence.

I received the first influence from my parents—
particualarly from my mother. It was mainly at her
instrnce that I was sent to school at the age of 10
agaitist the protests of many who could not believe
that I, being blind, could be educated, or did not
think that education was necessary for me. It is just
a quarter of a century ago that I was admitted to
school as a blind boy, and it was certainly remark-
able of my parents to have realised the need for my
education at that time and to have sent me to a
residential institution situated far away from their
place of residence. I shudder to think what would
have happened to me if my parents, following the
example of several others under similar circum-
stances, kept me at home without giving me any
opportunity for education.

The second influence came from Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, to whom the present volume has
been reverentiaily dedicated. Without his help and
encouragement, I could not have gone abroad in order
to study the conditions of the blind in different parts
of the world. Without his help, also, I could not
have served the blind in this country in the way I
have the privilege of doing.



xviii AUTHOR'S NOTE

My wife, Mrs. Evelyn Roy, provided the third
influence. Without her co-operation, saerifice and
ungrudging help, I could not have carried on my
work for the blind in the midst of so many difficult
and trying circumstances. Her advice and assistance
have been invaluable to me in organising the All-
India Lighthouse for the Blind.
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THE BLIND IN INDIA AND ABROAD
WORK FOR THE BLIND IN INDIA *

The public attitude towards the blind in India is
nothing if not highly anomalous. Generally speak-
ing, the seeing people in India appear to know this
much very well that the lot of the blind is indesecrib-
ably miserable and that they are decidedly lost to
gociety from the point of view of economics,
politics, and every other art or science that has
ever been conceived. But they hardly believe that
the blind people may be of immense service both to
themselves and to others if they are given proper
opportunities for education and self-realisation. The
blind are sincerely lauded for their proverbial memory
and keenness of intellectual penetration; but equally
sincerely they are looked down upon for their pro-
verbial incorapetence to do anything worthy of
respectable mention. Sometimes, they are regarded
as being endowed with some supra-human faculties;
and, on other occasions, they are sneered at as being
definitely sub-human. But they are very seldom
given a place on an equal footing with the seeing
persons. :

These contradictory views about .the mental
equipment and abilities of the blind individuals may
be attributed mainly to two reasons:

* Published in the Advance, Calcutta, 6th May, 1936.
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THE BLIND IN INDIA AND ABROAD

Firstly, the educational progress of the blind in
India is still on a very low level; and,

Secondly, the general public are in blissful
ignorance even of the little bit which has been done
in this direction.

It is no exaggeration to say that the
sightless persons suffer more from the ignorance
and apathy of their seeing fellowmen than from their
own blindness. They do not worry very much about
their loss of vision, since they know that it is a fact
which is verv  definite—beyond all dispute and
misrepresentation, DBut they have a great deal of
worry about the fact that their powers and achieve-
ments are usually subjected to scepticism and mis-
interpretation. Fromn this, one should not run away
with the idea that K the blind persons are very
susceptible to ecriticisms of their work and ability.
They, on the contrary, welcome such ecriticisms,
however unpleasant and outspoken these may be.
But what they find difficult to bear are the settled
suspicions and the confirmed bias which often inspire
these criticisms.

In this short paper, an aitempt will be made to
state very briefly and, in a general way, the work that
has been done up to the present day in order to
ameliorate the conditions of the blind in India, and
to make a few suggestions regarding the steps which
may be taken in the future for the better and more
effective work. The more techuical problems, viz.,
special psychological reactions of the blind, the
questions of pre-school blind children, the education
of partially-sighted children, prevention of blindness,
ete., are reserved for discussion in the subsequent
papers.
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It is very disheartening to have to note at the
very outset that the number of the blind persons in
India is larger than anywhere in the world. According
to the Census Report of 1081, the number of the blind
in the whole of India is a little over 600,000 in a
total population of about 850 millions, and, in Bengal
alone, the number is over 87,000. Considering the
fact that the people do not usually like to be recorded
ag blind, it may safely be presumed that the actual
number is much greater than what is given here. Be-
sides, the definition of a blind child, as adopted and
enforced in Great Britain for educational purposes,
is not applied to India, and a large number of persons
who should really be regarded as blind, has not been
computed as such.

It may be remarked here that the number of
the blind in India exceeds that in the whole of
Europe, including Russia, by more than 100,000
Again, although the proportion of the blind in India
to its population is lower than that in Egypt, yet the
number of the Indian blind is a great deal higher
than that of the Egyptian, the latter figure being
155,000, according to the Census Returns of 1927.
Even in China, where the total population is much
higher than that of India, the number of the blind
persons is less by about 100,000 than the correspond-
ing Indian figure.

It may not be out of place to record here a few
vemarks about the general causes of blindness in
India. Small-pox and Ophthalmia Neonatorum are
the main diseases from which the loss of sight re-
sults. The extreme poverty and ignorance of the
people are also immensely responsible for such a
large proportion of blindness in India. The people are
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too poor to consult an ophthalmologist and receive a
proper and timely treatment for their ocular troubles.
They also cannot afford to take the sufficient amount
of nutritious food which is, according to the recent
medical opinion, so essential to the preservation and
continuance of normal vision. Moreover, the masses.
are afraid of being treated for eye-diseases and they
have a particular terror for operations. Sight has
been lost in many cases because no timely action was
taken or because of treatment by quacks, of whom:
there is a great number, or for neglect in infancy.
Another reason of the educational backwardness
of the blind in India is that most of them come from
the poorer strata of society, and their parents often
object to their children going to school as the latter
are perhaps the only bhread-winners of the whole:
family, bringing in a good income daily by begging.
It will be very surprising for many to hear that
begging in which the blind are engaged is organised in
India on a commercial basis. Blind as well as.
crippled children and adults are employed by agents,
and the proceeds are divided in accordance with the:
terms of the contract. So it may be realised why
parents object to sending their blind children to-
school to be educated. The rich class, on the other
hand, consider it simply unnecessary and trouble-
some for their blind children to receive education.
For, as they have not to earn a living for themselves,
why should they be burdened with work when they
are already stricken by the hand of Providence?
The Indian parents are generally credited with
having more affection for their children than the-
parents in any other country. The truth of this pro-
position is particularly irrefutable in the case of
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Indian parents of blind children. The parents would
rather keep their sightless children at home in the
state of idleness and ignorance than send them to
some blind institution in order to learn some art or
industry; and this is explained as nothing but a
natural exhibition of the overwhelming parental
affection for their helpless sons and daughters. In
course of time, these sons and daughters begin to feel
that they have nothing particular to learn and the
world owes them a decent living throughout their
life-time. Herein lies another cause of the educational
backwardness of the blind of India.

Lastly, the relation between the State and its
blind subjects gives rise to a rather difficult question,
and it must be admitted that this question is not yet
settled, so far as India is concerned. All the leading
States of Europe and America and the Government
of Japan have taken upon themselves a special res-
ponsibility for their blind subjects; and it will be
shown later that steps have been. taken by those
governments for the amelioration of the conditions of
the blind in their respective territories. The Govern-
ment of India and the Provincial Governments have,
no doubt, subsidised some institutions and helped
some individual blind students with special stipends
and scholarships, but they have not yet taken the
problems of blindness so seriously as the Govern-
ments in Europe and America have done.

In this connection, the point should be stressed
that the education of the blind is not a charity, nor
should it be so at any time. If the spread of literacy
among the people at large is considered to be genuine-
ly necessary, then the Government should take
immediate steps to spread literacy among the blind
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inasmuch as the blind persons are as good citizens as
others.

In spite of these difficulties and hindrances,
some tangible progress in the work for the
blind in India has been made. In 1887, the first
school for the blind was founded at Amritsar by the
Christian missionaries. Gradually, other schools were
established in d#ferent cities and towns of the
country, and to-day there are about 16 institutions for
the blind in India, including those situated in the
Native States. '

In all these institutions arrangements have been
made for imparting literary, musical and industrial
education both to boys and girls. But, unfortunate-
ly, most of these institutions bear a greater resem-
blance to asylums and orphanages than to regular
schools of the day.

It should be observed in this connection that the
Calcutta University has always given a very warm
support to the prosecution of higher studies by blind
students and has been extending all facilities for their
examinations since the first boy was sent up to sit for
the Matriculation Examination. All thanks are due
to the Calcutlta University for this kind help and
encouragement.

Notwithstanding this progress, as just indicated,
the education and amenities of the blind in India are
much behind those of the progressive countries of
Europe and America. Somé interesting figures may
be compared here in order to illustrate the truth of
this statement. The total number of the registered
blind persons in England and Wales was 64,842 in
1934; and there were altogether 35 blind schools, 46
training departments and 59 workshops for these per-
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sons. The fact that India has only 15 blind schools
for over 600,000 blind persons may be recalled and
compared in this context. Japan has more than 90
institutions for about 76,000 blind people; Spain
has 32 blind schools for 88,000 blind persons; while,
Switzerland possesses 5 blind schools for 2,260 blind
individuals. The figures are taken at random and
may easily be multiplied. But India’s place may be
judged from those which have just been quoted.

It will be both interesting and instructive to
know at this stage the rdle which some
States have played towards the promotion of
the cause of the blind. The Russian Govern-
ment has always taken a very keen interest
in its blind citizens and it included in its last five-
year plan an item regarding the problems of the
blind. In Australia, blind persons from the age of 16
are granted a Government income of one Pound a
week in addition to their wages and bonus, provided
their earnings with the pensions do not exceed four
Pounds and five Shillings a week. In Japan, the
School Laws for the Blind, which were issued by the
Imperia} Edict in 1923, compelled every prefecture
to establish one or more public schools for the blind
within 8 years of that date. Some States of America
bear the expenses for guides and readers engaged for
the blind. The Italian Government have started
special workshops for the blind and have made
arrangements for protecting the blind workers from
the seeing competitors. The British Parliament has
always been a guardian angel to the blind persons in
Great Britain and has passed a number of laws for
their comfort and happiness. Some of these legisla-
tions may be enumerated here: the Customs and
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Inland Revenue Act (1878) enabling a blind man,
‘using a dog as guide, to do so without a licence; the
Elementary Education (Blind and Deaf Children) Act
(1893) making the education of the blind "children
compulsory between the ages of 7 and 16; the Post
Office Act (1908) enacting special postage rates for
embossed books and papers; and Blind Voters Act
{1988) enabling a blind voter, who wishes to do so,
to take a companion with him to the polling booth to
mark his ballot paper.

Besides these legislations, the blind persons in
Europe and America enjoy many other advantages
which India cannot adequately conceive of. To men-
tion only a few of them here: in many States of
Europe and America, a blind man accompanied by a
guide, is permitted to travel on most of the railways
at the cost of one fare for two persons, and a similar
concession is made by some of the bus and tramway
companies. In England, wireless licences are granted
free to blind persons. In short, the Governments and
the public of the Western countries have taken the
questions of the blind in all seriousness and they are
always anxious to ascertain as to how theyv gan raise
the social status of the blind and make them as much
happy ‘as possible in spite of their physical handicap.

It is high time for the Indian Government and
the Indian people to take wup in right earnest the
problems confronting the blind in India. The so-
called sins of the past lives of the blind persons should
be forgotten and honest efforts ought to be made to
raise their social standing. Theyv should have better
education and more concrete sympathy; they should
be judged by the same standards applicable to the
seeing, and they should be given their rightful. places
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in society so that they may become happy, useful and
self-respecting persons after removing the age-long
prejudices about their powers and abilities. As in
the West, blindness should be regarded not as a
tragedy, but only as an inconvenience. Instead of
pitving the blind, as has always been the case, parti-
-cularly in India, they should be helped to help them-
selves. Every opportunity should be given to both
the seeing and the blind men and women to serve the
cause of the blind. To quote Sir Ian Fraser, a blind
member of the British Parliament:

‘" In every country every encouragement
should be given to young blind people who have
the gift of leadership, to come forward and help
to guide the blind community towards greater
opportunities for material and spiritual well-
being."”’

The following suggestions may be made for the
‘better and more efficient work for the blind in India:

1. The problem of the blind should be divided
into three main parts, viz., the prevention of blind-
ness, the education and training of the blind, and the
after-care of the blind. Of these, the third item,
viz., the after-care of the blind, is the most perplex-
ing question and should receive a very careful and
sympathetic handling from the Government and the
public alike. It is often noticed with regret that the
blind persons, after obtaining a finished training in
some branch of work, fail to secure a suitable em-
ployment. In order to cope with this problem
adequately, the National Institute for the Blind in
England has appointed a person, known as the
** Placement -Officer,”” who is charged with the duty
of finding out employments for the blind candidates.
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Many States of the West have, as mentioned before,.
undertaken this task and they have succeeded in.
solving this vexed question to a considerable extent.
In the United Kingdom, blind persons are not barred
from entering into Government service. This may be:
illustrated by the fact that Mr. Henry Fawcett, blind
from early youth, served as the Postmaster-General
of Great Britain for several years. For an effective-
grappling with this matter, a special department
should be started by the Government of every pro-
vince. Miss Helen Keller has rightly observed that
*“ The heaviest burden on the blind is not blindness,
but idleness,”’ and the Government ought to see that
its blind subjects do not remain idle and make them-
selves useless to society.

2. There should be a thorough registration of
blind persons in India, as it has been done in many
countries. This will render the handling of the prob-
lems of the blind easy and effective.

8. New institutions for the blind should be-
started at the important cities and towns of India. It
has been shown above by facts and figures that the
existing number of blind schools is hopelessly inade-
quate for the spread of education among such a huge
number of blind persons in India.

4. A sufficient number of blind persons should
be trained .n order to take up the teaching work of
the blind. In this sphere of work, the blind are-
generally better fitted and morr efficient than the
seeing; and it has been truly remarked by Dr. Carl
Btrehl, the Director of a German institution for the
blind :

‘“ As a rule, the blind child will have more
faith in a blind teacher: for in the blind teacher
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one has a reason to expect a deeper understand--
ing of the psychological problems of the blind:
child. His example will usually help tc over-
come the inferiority complex that is so common.
with blind children.”’

SEND-OFF TO AMERICA *

(Summary of a speech delivered at a public meet-
ing, held at the Albert Hall, Calcutta, on the 7th:
September, 1936, under the Chairmanship of Dr.
S. P. Mookerjee, the then Vice-Chancellor of the-
Calcutta University.)

Mr. PrEsSIDENT, LADpIES AND GENTLEMEN,

T am extremely thankful to you all for this send--
off meeting which so many of you have tuken the
trouble to attend. I am also very grateful to the:
speakers preceding me, who have made some nice
and kind statements about me, which, I am afraid, T
do not deserve.

The only thing that I would like to say on this
occasion is that, by awarding the Rashbehary Ghose:
Travelling Fellowship to a blind person for the first
time, the Calcutta University has recognised the:
claim, of the blind in India. T must confess at this
place that some members of the Ghose Board were

* Published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, and’
the Ananda Bazar Patrikae, Calcutta (both on the 8th Septem--
ber, 1936).
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very brutally frank with me and told me that they
were unable to support my candidature for the
Fellowship on account of my blindness. One of them
went 82 far as to say that, since I am blind, I should
not bother about going abroad, but should stay at
home, enjoying 'whatever peace of mind was in store
for me in this country, as he did not think that the
Fellowship would be put to a good use if it was
awarded to me.

However, the Vice-Chancellor of this University,
who is kindly presiding over this meeting, and a few
other members of the Ghose Board, thought different-
ly on the matter, and the result is that I have
succeeded in securing the Fellowship and you have
to-day assembled here to send me off to America for
the purpose of obtaining training in the up-to-date
methods employed in the education and care of the
blind.

T am deeply grateful to the Vice-Chancellor and
the members concerned for having the courage and
foresight in sanctioning this highly honoured Fellow-
ship to me. I only hope that, on my return from
America, I may be able to render some service to my
fellow-sufferers in this country and, thus, justify the
confidence placed in me by the University of Calcutta.

I am very pleased to see so many from amongst
the public present at this meeting. This is a sure
indication of a growing public interest in matters
affecting the blind. T hope that I shall be able to add
to this public interest by my own share of work for
the blind on my return from abroad.
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MY PLAN OF WORK IN INDIA

It is quite plain that the plan of my work is
entirely dependent on the work I shall have the
opportunity to do. To put it differently, if T have
to act as a mere class-room teacher, then the plan of
work will be vastly divergent from that which I must
formulate if the administration of a school is entrusted
to my care. Again, if T am supposed to enter this
field as a worker outside a school, and if I have to
restrict my activities within the limits of a province
only, then my plans will certainly differ widely from
those which I shall have {o devise if my work be to
deal with the problems of the blind of India as a
whole, touching only the national aspects of these
problems.

Frankly speaking, T am not yet sure what will
be my allotment of work when I return to India. In
this paper, however, T shall sketch the plan of that
kind of work which I would like very much to do,
and which, most probably, I shall be privileged to do.
I prefer to be a worker, dealing with the all-India
aspects of the problems of the blind of India, and
this paper will record an attempt to set out my plan
for this kind of work.

Obviously enough, I can only sketch the outline
of my plan in this paper and mention certain broad
points only; the details and the minor points,
although very often of vital importance in them-
selves, will be excluded from my discussion here, as
they will be taken care of as I shall proceed with my
work.

* A paper written in 1937 for Columbia University.
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1. In- the first place, I shall try to secure
.correct statistics of the blind people of. India
.a8 & whole. If the present statistics, as recorded in
the Census Report of 1931, be not deemed to be
quite satisfactory, I shall try to arrange for a new
.census, either through Government or through semi-
public and purely private ways. What these ways
‘will be is, I think, a matter of mere detail, and I do
not intend to set them down here.

2. Secondly, I shall then arrange for the regis-
‘tration of all the blind people, either with the
Government or with an accredited public body which
has to be created for this and other purposes,
to be stated later. The advantages of this registra-
tion, as distinguished from the ceusus, will be seen in
.connection with the distribution of velief and
various other items of welfare activity.

3. Thirdly, I shall divide all the blind persons,
first, into men and women, and then into three
groups according to their ages, namely, (i) those who
are fit for nursery school; (it) those who are fit for
school or college education; and (iti) the blind
adults, those who have become sightless fairly late in
life and those who are blind from early age, but who
have become fairly advanced in age.

The importance of sex division can hardly be
-emphasised in India where co-education or co-work
has not yet been accepted as a universally working
principle.

Now, 1 shall have to tour from one end of India
to the other in order to establish nursery schools for
the children. The age of these blind children, their
psychological and their environmental problems have
to be studied; and vigorous efforts will have to be
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made to bring these children to nursery schools from
their parents who know nothing about blindness and
its peculiar problems.

So far as I am aware, there is not a single school
-of this deseription in India.

Then, those who are of school-going age should
be made to go to school.

I feel ashamed to admit that in India there are
-only fifteen blind schools, including those situated in
the Native States, for a blind population of about
600,000, the figure being taken from the Census Re-
port of 1931. Of these fifteen schools, again, some
are called ‘‘ schools *’ only by courtesy, as they are
no better than orphanages and asylums.

Tt will be interesting to compare in this connec-
tion the number of blind shoolg in Great Britain and
the United States of America. In England and
Wales alone, there arve thirty-five schools for about
sixty-four thousand registered blind persons. In the
United States of America, there are forty-nine schools
for abkout the same number of blind people. In addi-
tion to these residential blind schools, there are several
classes for the blind in the regular public schools.
But, so far as T know, there is no such class any-
where in India.

Most of the blind schools should be of the resi-
dential type, and all schools should be provided with
modern equipment for reading and writing by the
blind.

In every school, there should be a class for the
sight-saving children. I regret to say that no blind
school in India, even no sighted school, has this kind
.of arrangement. Countless cases of blindness have
resulted from making the sight-saving boys and girls
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learn either as the children with sight or as blind
children. ‘

There should be a Braille printing press attached
to every school. It is a shame that the blind boys.
and girls in India have to write their text-books with
their own hands in these dayvs of scientific progress.

In short, several new schools for the blind should
be established all over India with modern outfits.

For the third group, namely, the blind adults,
several homes for their residence, and factories for
them to work in, should be set up throughout India.
So far as I know, there is not a single home or factory
of this kind that India can be proud of. Generally,
the blind adults of India just stay at home, if they
have any, and spend their days lamenting on their
blindness and cursing God and society.

4. Fourthly, I shall try to induce the Govern-
ment and the Central and Provincial legislatures to
enact some laws intended for the education, relief,
amenities and employment of the blind. The most
important of these will be the law for compulsory
education. This will not be any additional burden
on the community, since the blind in India are
generally so poverty-stricken that the community will
have to pay for their education anyway. As in
America and Great Britain, other laws for the relief
and pension of the blind should also be introduced.

5. TFifthly, a new department, both at the
Centre and in different Provincial Governments,
should be inaugurated for the care and welfare of the
blind. This will be something like the State Com-
mission system of the United States.

6. Sixthly, a national body like the American
Association of the Instructors or the Workers for the



MY PLAN OF WORK IN INDIA 17

Blind should be founded. This body will be res-
ponsible for -the registration, educational policies,
and other important matters regarding the blind.
This body should be non-political and private in
character.

7. Seventhly, a central public library containing
Braille books in different Indian languages should be
established. There should also be libraries of this
kind in every province. The National Library for the
Blind in ILondon, and the Library of Congress at
Washington are splendid examples of what can be
done in this direction. Unfortunately, we have no
library for the blind in the whole length and breadth
of India.

8. [Eighthly, I should try to instal several print-
ing presses at different central places in India for
publishing Braille bhooks and journals in various
languages of India. So far as I know, there is only
one printing press of this kind in India. But it does
only the printing work for the srhool to which it is
attached. There is not a single Braille journal
in India, whereas there are scores of them in America
and Great Britain.

9. Ninthly, I shall try to found a national
clearing-house like the American Foundation or the
National Institute for the Blind in London, It should
keep all the data and information relative to the
blind. We have not any central organisation like this
in India. None of our fifteen blind schools in India
knows what the other is doing and what is
happening in the field of blind work. This does not
foster the growth of work, but it generates isolation,
conceit and narrowness. A clearing-house like what

2—-1516 B
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I want to establish, will serve the work for the blind
in a splendid way.

10. Tenthly, some courses should be started at
big and important universities for the purpose of
training the intending teachers and workers for the
blind. The education of the blind is a very techni-
cal and growing subject, and one who wants to bene-
fit the blind by his or her service, should be thorough-
ly trained for this purpose. Every Tom, Dick or
Harry cannot deal with the blind and their problems
effectivelv unless he receives some training and
guidance in this field from experienced workers and
teachers.

11. Eleventhly, 1 shall start a vigorous agita-
tion for the prevention of blindness in India. 1 under-
stand that the Red Cross Society is doing some work
in this connection. But this work should be more
active and widespread. We must look forward to
some day when there will be no blindness and no
problem to solve in this field.

12. Lastly, a correct appreciation of the abili-
ties of the blind people and the real significance of
blindness should be brought home to the sighted
public. I am afraid, very little has been done in
this direction. Bul, in my opinion, this is indeed a
vital question, and I shall have tc do a lot in this
connection. I am thoroughly convinced that the
blind suffer more from the wrong attitude of the pub-
lic towards them than from their own blindness. It
should be made clear to the public that the educated
blind individuals have not dropped from: the heavens.
Almost every blind person in India can be
educated and become a respectable cilizen,
and can be a contributing member of society if he
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or she is given proper opportunities of education and
self-realisation. On the other hand, all blind people
are not subnormal. The range of intelligence among
the blind people is as varied as among the sighted
persons. The blind are just like ordinary people,
minus the sense of vision. They do not live in a
separate world by themselves as distinguished from
that of those with sight. The blind do not form a
«class by themselves. There are as many, if not more,
variations among the blind as among the sighted. The
variations among the blind are chiefly due to the age
of blinding, causes of blindness and the degree of
vision left.

This correet understanding about the blind and
blindness should be brought about through press and
platform, and by means of the frequent exhibitions
of the work done by the blind in educational, musi-
cal, vocational, and other branches of learning.

In the foregoing pages, I have made an attempt
fo sketch what I want to do on my return to India.
I have learnt what to do and how to do it, thanks to
America and Great Britain; the only thing I need is
opportunity. I want to bring about a complete re-
volution in the conditions and status of the blind in
India, and I believe I can do it if T am encouraged by
vublic opinion and public funds. The finanecial
assistance should, of course, come both from public
and private sources. In my judgment, one of the
most satisfactory tests of a particular civilisation is
its attitude towards the physically, mentally, or
socially handicapped people, and I strongly believe
that India, as a civilised nation, will not be found
wanting in this respeet.
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IN A LIGHTER VEIN

(Summary of a talk delivered at the Indian
Students Union, London, on the 18th January,
1938.)

You have expressed your wish to hear something
about my life as well as about the work which I
shall undertake for the blind in India. I shall try
to satisfy your desire; but my talk must be very
brief, not only because the time at my disposal is
extremely limited, but also because I may start
praising myself unconsciously if the speech about
myself be allowed to be very long.

Like every other person, I was born in a parti-
cular place, on a particular date and under particular
circumstances. But when I was a boy of only
eighty years of age, I had an attack of Ophthalmia,
followed by Cholera. This combination of two
diseases led to the loss of vision in both my eyes.
Various types of medical (and also non-medical)
treatments were tried, but without any effect at all.

Time and tide does not wait for any one and it
did not wait for me either. Three years rolled by
in treatment, sadness and uncertainty. But the
question of my education had to be taken up
without any further delay or hesitation. Before the
onset of my blindness, I used to attend a seeing
school and, even during my blindness, I continued
going to the same school for some time and carried
on my class-work orally. But, obviously enough,
this oral education eould not be prosecuted for long.
Meanwhile, the news of the existence of a blind
school in Calcutta reached us and my mother who
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was more anxious about my education than any-
body else at home, decided to send me to this school.

The period of eight years at this blind school
is not a very pleasant remembrance. The unusual-
ly strict discipline, the whimsical and cruel
treatment of the Principal, and the constant
bickerings between the Principal and the other
members of the staff as well as between him and
the pupils,—all these made the place more like a
prison than an educational institution. Besides,
the absence of properly qualified teachers and the
frequent rehearsals of cheap musical programmes
and physical feats, continued almost throughout the
whole year at the cost of serious study and work,
for the purpose of pleasing and astonishing visitors,
donors and subscribers, constituted a great handicap
in our school career.

However, with the help of private tutors
engaged for me by my father, I passed the Matri-
culation Examination from this school as a private
candidate. I entered college and real life at the
same time—the life at the school being nothing very
different from an imprisoned and tortured existence.

My life at college—first at the S8t. Paul’s
College, Calcutta, and, later, at the Presidency
College, Calcutta,—is full of delightful memories.
I completed my University career in India with the
M.A. Degree in Mental and Moral Philosophy in
1935 and the B.L. (Bachelor of Law) Degree in
1936 from the University Law College, Calcutta.

Since I was planning to take up the legal pro-
fession, I was articled at the Calcutta High Court
for two years under Prof. R. M. Majumdar, a dis-
tinguished lawyer of the said High Court.
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In the mean time, I noticed a change coming
over me regarding my future vocation. I used to
vread about the improved status of blind persons
in Burope and America. This brought me the
realisation of a painful contrast about the position of
the blind in India. I started cherishing a desire of
studying the conditions of the blind in the Western
countries and of contributing my little bit towards
the amelioration of the lot of the blind in my
country. The financial difficulty stood in the way
of realising this end. The opportunity at last came:
and it was mainly through the help and sympathy
of Dr. 8. . Mookerjee, the Vice-Chancellor of the
Caleutta University, that I yas awarded a Rash-
behary Ghose Travelling Fellowship for the purpose
of prosecuting my studies and investigations in
Europe and America.

While in America, I visited several institutions
and organisations for the blind and received the
M.A. Degree in Education from Teachers College,
Columbia University. As you know, this college
has acquired an international reputation for the
training of teachers, and I had the unique privilege
of studying under such eminent educationists as
Dr. Kilpatrick, Dr. Frampton and Dr. Pintner.

At present, I am engaged in studying the
methods employed in the education of the visually
handicapped in Great Britain, and 1 shall soon leave
for the Continent for studying the work conducted
there.

Coming to my plan of work in India, T must
confess that I do not know what exactly will be my
assignment on my return. The work for the blind
there is extremely backward and the scope of
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service in this sphere of activity hopelessly limited.
However, I shall make my best endeavours to be
of some use in this particular field. I am even
willing to devote my whole time and energy to this
work if such an opportunity comes in my way.

My request to you, the Indian students present
at this gathering, is that you should try your utmost
to help the cause of the blind in India, no matter
what service or profession you take up on your return.
You can do this very well through the exercise of
your personal influence and your enlightened experi-
ence about the blind in Great Britain. On your
return to India, you may some day find me calling
on you at your house or office, reminding you of this
evening’s talk and asking you to do your duty
towards your sightless brothers and sisters.

INTERVIEW WITH MISS HELEN KELLER

(Summary of two interviews with Miss Keller
in New York on the 28rd March, 1938 and the 2nd
April, 1938.)

It was with a good deal of eagerness and
expectancy that I was looking forward to my meet-
ing with Miss Helen Keller, about whom I heard
and read so much from my very boyhood.

It is not possible for me to record here a life-
sketch of this wonderful lady who is often described
as the °° Eighth Wonder.”” Those who are inter-
ested in knowing about her life, should read her
autobiography—The Story Of My Life.
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T may only state here that Miss XKeller became
completely blind, deaf and mute at the age of her
19th month as a result of a severe illness. In spite
of the absence of these three important sense-organs,
she has completed her University education with a
Ph.D. Degree and has written about a dozen of inter-
esting and valuable books. She is now over 60 years
of age, and has learnt to speak a little, although her
speech will appear to be very indistinet to many. I
do not know how an average Indian who regards
blindness alone as an insurmountable barrier to sue-
cess in life and social usefulness, will look upon a per-
son who is triply-handicapped like Miss Keller.

To return to my interviews with her. The first
time I met her was when she was starting out on a
tour of lectures in different parts of America on
behalf of the blind. She was sitting in a Pullman
car with her private secretary, Miss Polly Thomson.
Miss Thomson introduced Miss Chernack (who later
became Mrs. Roy) and me to Miss Keller. The
warmth of Miss Keller’s hand-shake 1s something to
remember. She told me that she must sce me again
on return from her lecture-tour as she wanted to hear
a lot about India. As the train was to leave very
soon, my first interview with her came to an end in
another few minutes.

Within a few days, I received a letter from her,
inviting Miss Chernack and myself to tea at her resi-
dence in Long Island. The day we met again was a
memorable occasion for me. We were in Miss
Keller’s house for more than two hours and dis-
cussed about travels, blind education, politics and
quite & few other subjects. Miss Thomson was inter-
preting on Miss Keller’s hand through the manual
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alphabet system what we were saying, while we were
following Miss Keller’s talk, at times made clear by
Miss Thomson. Apart from this manual system,
Miss Keller has another method of understanding a
person’s talk. She places her fingers on the throat,
the lower lip and the tip of the nose of the speaker
and follows what he says. She adopted this method
when poet Tagore visited her and recited some of his
poems in English. She told me that she followed
him very well in this way and repeated his poems
after him quite successfully.

Oné thing which struck us particularly is the
-demonstration of her ability to recognise a piece of
music from the radio just by touching it. She told
us correctly whether the music was a vocal or an
instrumental piece and she even showed us the
rhythm of the music played. It should be repeated
here that she is completely deaf. She can perform
this miracle by following the vibrations of the radio.
‘She feels vibrations from almost everything,—from
the chair she sits on, from the floor she wulks on,
and from everything she touches.

She told us about ler visit to Japan in great
details, where she was taken by a number of blind
vrganisations in order to advance the cause of the
blind in that country. Later, when I myself went
to Japan, I was told by many Japanese blind persons
how her visit gave a new life to blind work in that
country.

She evinced a great desire to visit India and
asked many questions about life in this country. ‘‘ I
-often dream about India,”’ she said, ‘“ Won't you
take me to your country some day? ’’ I said that I
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surely would and that it would be more in the inter-
est of the blind in India than in hers.

It is indeed very sad that the promise still re-
mains unfulfilled.

DESULTORY IMPRESSIONS *

Since my pupil days, one of my major interests
has been to improve the lot of the blind in India. I
have always noticed with deep regret that the blind
persons in our country are generally treated no better,
at tirnes much worse, than domestic animals. Pity,
contempt, neglect, lip-sympathy, unhealthy curiosity
and wonder, and sentiments of similar deseription
have been all that the sighted community have, as a
rule, piled upon the already existing miseries of
blindness. Could not something be done about it?
T wondered.

Years rolled by—several of them. At last the
opportunity presented itself in the form of a Fellow-
ship awarded to me by the University of Calcutta
for the purpose of investigating the conditions of the
blind in different parts of the world. This was the
first instance in the history of the Calcutta Univer-
sity to award one of its Fellowships to a blind person.

For financial reasons, I had to start out alone
and unaided in September of 1936. Misgivings and
apprehensions I had many, some of them quite seri-
ous. But T am now in a position to say that I never

*Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, 8th June, 1938..
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regretted the step which seemed to be so beset with
imaginable and unimaginable difficulties. T was told’
abroad that I had the good fortune of being the
firet blind person in the world to undertake a tour
round the globe unaccompanied.

But I must state in fairness to myself that the:
credit of all this belongs to the men and women of
the West, and not to me. What impressed me most
about. the Western people, especially about those of
Great Britain and the United States of America.
are. their unostentatious helpfulness and their wonder-
fu! sense of self-respect. These are the two lessons
which every Indian going to these countries should
learn and practise in his life.

When some of these people offered me help, it
seemed as though it is they who were going to be
obliged and not me. T c¢an mention innumerable
ingtances of the polite wayx in which the Western
people used to propose help to me. But this is not
the proper place for that; T intend to narrate all my
experiences us soon as I can in the form of a book.

Just to say a few things about the blind people
abroad. They are blind,—that is all, and nothing
else. Through the efforts of toth Government and
the public in all the Western countries and Japan,
especially in Great Britain and America, almost
all the blind people have received edu:zation of some
sort and have become contributing members of
society. They have become distinguished lawyers,
professors and teachers, journalists, Government offi-
cials, musicians, trained manual workers, and so on.
Both in America and Great Britain, the blind
people are eligible for Government service. There are
several blind men and women who have be-
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come very successful editors, reporters, and corres-
pondents of many well-known papers for the seeing.
I met an American lady who is a reporter of the
Buffalo Express. She has a guide dog with the help
of which she travels in all parts of the United States,
meets the prominent people and collects materials for
her journalistic work.

The Governments of the Western countries
have taken upon themselves the task of em-
ploying educated and trained blind persons
and of providing for the unemployables. Both
the public and the Government have co-
operated in placing in the hands of the sight-
less persons all the best literature and scorcs of
periodicals printed in Braille. In Japan, there is even
a daily paper published in Braille. The Osala Maini-
chi whose circulation runs to millions, opened about
seventeen years ago a Braille department from where
a Braille edition of this sighted paper comes out as a
weekly. The circulation of the Braille paper is more
than five thousand. I am inclined to believe that
Japan has gone ahead of all other countries in the
world, so far as the press facilities of the blind are
concerned.

By way of concluding, I must confess that I have
failed to conceal my disappointment whenever I have
thought about and seen the conditions of the blind
in our country. Nowhere in the world have I noticed
such a big gap between theory and practice. Our
Sanskrit scriptures have proclaimed the equality of
all human beings. But I have not seen anywhere
such abominable inequalities between man and man.

It seems to me that our country is losing econo-
mically by not educating and employing its blind
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folk. Our country is feeding them all right, but is
not taking advantage of their services and contribu-
tions. From this standpoint, the countries of the
West and Japan Rave proved to be very clever.

In my opinion, one of the tests of a particular
civilization is its attitude towards the Handicapped
either physically, mentally or socially. I believe that
India, as an ancient civilization, will not fail in this.
test.

A BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF MY TRIP ROUND
THE WORLD *

(Summnary of a speech delivered at the
Bhowanipur Y.M.C.A., Calcutta, on the 19th July,
1938, under the chairmanship of Mr. A. K. Shah,
Principal, Calcutta Blind School.)

I am an admirer of the activities that the
Y.M.C.A’s are carrying on in different parts of the
world. I myself have lived in one Y.M.C.A. and
am familiar with the Y.M.C.A.’s of London, New
York and Paris. So I should be excused if I attach
some sentimental value to this invitation by the
Bhowanipur Y.M.C.A.

I left Calcutta on the 8th September, 1936.
Obviously, I wanted to take some one with me as my
guide and assistant. But for financial reasons, I had
to start out alone. I, however, received a good deal
of help from some Indian students who were going to
London, but my destination was New York.

# Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, and the Hindusthaw
Standard, Calcutta, 20th Julv, 193R.
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From Bombay, 1 went to London through ltaly,
Switzerland and France. I stayed mn Iondon only
for three days as my boat for New York was to sail
from Liverpool very soon.

I landed in New York exactly cne month after
the date on which T left Calcutta. The Atlantic
Ocean and the American Immigration Office gave me
«quite a lot of trouble. I did not mind the former
so much, but the latter seemed to be too much for
me. I was the first blind Indian to enter the United
‘States and so the American Immigration Authorities
wanted to be very sure about the details of my
financial and eye conditions. T resented their treat-
ment very much. England was much more friendly
than America in this respect. T saw some other pas-
sengers to be actually humiliated by the American
Immigration Authorities. 1 wish these Immigration
people were a little more polite and humane.

However, along with a few other passengers, I
was taken to the Ellis Island. Tt is a beautiful spot
and many people go there for sightseeing. But the
island was our prison for the time being. I was de-
tained there for about four or five hours, had to satis-
fy another set of officers about my credentials and
bona-fide intentions, and then'I was allowed to enter
the city of New York. But what a difference I
noticed as soon as I was with the American people
away from the limigration atmosphere! They were
so friendly, helpful and social.

I think that America is ahead of all countries in
the world in the welfare work for the blind and in
social servicé in general. At times, I just wonder
how such a great country can afford to have so many
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«criminals and so many varieties of heinous crimes
within it.

Here I stayed for one year and obtained the
Master’'s degree in Education from Columbia
University.

I also had the honour of being invited by Miss
Helen Keller, the famous deaf-blind-mute American
lady, at her residence. In spite of her complete deaf-
ness, she gave me a demonstration of her wonderful
.ability to tell the rhythm of & piece of music by just
touching the radio.

In addition to New York, I visited the schools
and organisations for the blind in Washington, D.C.,
Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Hartfort, New Jersey
and the State of Washington.

The New York City is a land of skyscrapers.
I had a god deal of thrill when I went up the 102nd
floor of the Empire State Building—the highest
building in the world.

1 experienced specially two difficulties during
my first few days in New York, but I mastered
both of them later: one was its sub-zero weather,
and the other was the peculiar American slang and
accentuation.

In the September of 1937, I left New York for
England. I came on board the Qucen Mary and so
wy {rans-Atlantic voyage was quite comfortable.
This boat is like an improvised citv and has all the
conveniences as well as inconveniences of the city
life.

In London, T missed the comforts and cheerful
weather of New York. But the English people ap-
pealed to me to be more suber, disciplined and un-
-ostentatious than an average American. The English
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Immigration Authorities are certainly much more
lovable than the American.

I had the privilege of meeting Sir Francis
Younghusband * in London. He showed a deep
sympathy with my mission to help the blind in India
and I wrote a paper on this theme at his instance,
which was supposed to be read at a meeting there,
to be attended by those preparing for the Indian
Civil Serviece. I toured in different parts of
England, Wales and Scotland to visit the work for
the blind in those places. I spent about five months.
in Great Britain.

The language difficulty started to be felt as soon
as I left for the Continent. From this time on I
visited schools in the company of interpreters.

Paris appealed to me to be a very artistic city. I
enjoyed climbing up the FEiffel Tower.

But I was a little disgusted with the dishonesty
of French chauffeurs. They will take you round and
round for nothing and demand excessive rates. Paris
was specially interesting for me for the fact that the
first school for the blind in the world was established
here in 1784 and that T.ouis Braille, the originator of
the method of reading and writing for the blind,
which is known after his name and which is now in
use all over the world, invented his famous system
here in 1829.

To reach Berlin from Paris requires only a few
hours’ train journey. I had to hold my tongue all
the way since there was not a single English-speak-
ing man or woman in the train.

¥ Bince deceased.
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I found beautiful sunshine in Berlin. The Ger-
man people appeared to be very friendly. But I did
not like the prejudice of the Germans against the
dews. Every German, I talked to about the Jews,
seemed to be unjustifiably one-sided on this question.

From Germany I came to Belgium and from
here I took a boat to New York on my way to Japan.
T crossed the whole American Continent from New
York to Seattle in train—a distance of about 3,200
miles.

On my way to Japan, I visited a few schools
for the blind in Canada.

I liked Japan very much as the Government and
the people of Japan have advanced the cause of the
blind to a great extent in a comparatively short
time. I also admired the honesty, courtesy and
discipline almost wuniversally practised by the
Japanese people.

But I did not like their food. The Japanese
people are quite primitive so far as cooking is con-
cerned.

I also did not like the sight of civilian Japanese
people going to war, the people going to China being
far less enthusiastic than those who came to see
them off with band, music and national slogans. From
Japan, I returned to Calcutta after spending about
two years abroad.

Many of my difficulties on the way were removed
by the special arrangements made by the American
Express Company through whom I travelled round
the world.

The impression which gratified me most during
my stay abroad is that the blind men and
women in every country I visited are regarded

31516 B
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as normal people. They are in and of the society.
They have abundant facilities . for education and
employment. Millions of pounds are being spent
every year to bring light and happiness in their lives
and to utilise their services for society. Should we
only sit and watch?

INTERVIEW WITH POET TAGORE *

(Summarised report of the interview, held on
the 26th July, 1938.)

During my college days in India, I was a mighty
enthusiast for Bengali literature and I read most of
the writings of the well-known Bengali authors of
those days. It was, therefore, quite natural for me
to read in books and periodicals some stories dealing
with blind characters or containing remarks about
blindness. I was very shocked and pained to notice
that most of these stories could not depict blind life
correctly from the psychological standpoint and that
the writers were more interested in their traditional
ideas and feelings about the blind than in the
psychological truths about blindness. In other words,
while dealing with blind characters, the authors were
subjective and not objective, and, unfortunately, the

¥ Published 1n the Amrite Basar Patrika, Calcutta,
Ananda Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, and Jugantar, Calcutta (all on
the 27th July, 1938). An editorial comment on this interview
appeared in the Advance, Caleutta, 28th July, 1938,
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gap between the subjectivity and objectivity in this
particular case was too wide to be igncred; and this
led not only to the delineation of false psychology,
but it also, in my opinion, lowered the status of the
blind in public estimation.

Scmething had to be done in the matter. I was
looking for an opportunity to see poet Tagore and
place my point of view before him. It was on the
26th July, 1938, that I could fulfil my desire.

T met the poet at his Caleutta residence and had
8 discussion with him for half an hour. I told him
about my grievance regarding the unfair treatment
which the blind characters had been receiving at the
hands of Bengali authors,—the most important com-
plaint being that I had not seen any normal and sue-
cessful blind individual depicted by them. Frustra-
tion in the life of a blind person was the keynote for
ail these writers.

I even pointed out to him about his own short-
comings in this regard, as exemplified in his story,
Drishtidan (Gift of Sight). At one place in this story,
the blind heroine says:

‘““ How can I possibly forget you, since mind,
and not the outside world, exists for a blind per-
son? ”’ (I have quoted here only the idea, and not
the exact words).

I enquired of the poet what he exaectly meant
by saying that a blind person did not have an outside
world and how could this statement be Jlinked up
with the psvchology of forgetting. He very gracious-
ly confessed that he did not have a personal eontact
with any successful blind person and that he had
written the story from his own subjective idea about
the psychology of blindness.
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I told him that I had read some English stories
in which the blind characters were not led to despe-
ration and suicide, but they were presented as nor-
mal persons living side by side with their seeing com-
patriots and making their contributions towards the
well-being of their social and family units. I also
drew his attention to the fact that this type of writ-
g would also help the cause of the blind consider-
ably inasmuch as the seeing readers would come to
know that all blind persons are not beggars, depen-
dents or queer persons.

He very kindly agreed to my request to write a
fiction or a drama in which the life of a successful
blind hero or heroine would be depicted. He told
me that he might have to discuss certain points with
me when he would be engaged in writing this book.
My services were, of course, always at his disposal.

- I confided in the poet that I was thinking of pub-
lishing my diary which I had been writing in Braille
since my departure from India in 1936. He en-
couraged me to have the book published as he
thought that the book would help the seeing people
to be conversant with the psychological and other
problems of the blind.

On account of my leaving for Europe again soon
after my meeting the poet and his more or less con-
stant ill-health leading to his sad demise in 1941, he
could not write his promised book which would, un-
doubtedly, have been a very valuable cortribution
towards the cause of the blind in India.
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A BRIEF REPORT OF MY EXPERIENCES IN
THE WELFARE WORK FOR THE
BLIND ABROAD *

During my study-trips to Europe, Ameriea,
‘Canada and Japaun, I was pleased to note that the
stamp of each country’s peculiar genius was definite-
ly recognisable in its welfare work for the blind. It
may be mentioned, as a rather broad statement, that
‘Great Britain and the United States of America have
influenced directly or indirectly the work for the
blind throughout the world; but the evidences of
adaptations by each country %o its peculiar needs and
environmental demands are unmistakably noticeable.

In this synoptic report, my attempt will be to
outline in a very general way the common factors in
the work of the visually handicapped which are more
or less emphasized by the countries I visited.

1. Definition of Blindness

It is just natural to formulate the legal and social
concept of blindness and its all-sided implications
before inaugurating on a scientific basis any scheme
of activities for those afflicted with this handicap. A
mere misty approximation of the notion of blindness
has a positively baneful effect on any welfare work,
however well-meaning it may be.

All the advanced countries realised this at a very
early stage of their blind work. In those countries,
blindness has not only been strictly defined, but it
has also been measured in terms of different degrees

* Published in the Calcutta Review, August, 1988,
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of the uffliction. This has laid tbe scientific-minded
workers for the blind in those countries to substitute
the term ‘‘ visual handicap *’ for the commonly used
and more commonly misunderstood word ‘‘ blind-
ness.”’ :
The degree of vision which constitutes blindness
in Great Britain, for instance, is 6/60; in America,
20/200, and so on. Periodic eye-tests are held in
every school for the visually handicapped as well as
for the sighted, and transference of enrolment takes
‘place, if necessary, in accordance with the results of
these eye-tests.

9. Education of pre-School Blind Children

The education and training of the blind begin in
the very early years of their life. In some cases,
even when only eighteen months old, they are taken
away from their homes and are placed in what is
called “* Sunshine Homes for Blind Children,”” or the
*“ Nursery Schools for the Blind.”’

Usually, the parents or the guardians do not
know how to take care of their blind children or
wards. They alternate between coddling and neg-
lect. I was told of an instance in Fngland where
one of the twins was blind. The parents used
to confine their whole attention to their seeing child
to the entire neglect of the blind one. Not only
that, the parents used to tie up the sightless child
to the corner of a cot, so that it could not hurt itself,
while they had all their fun at home and excursions
abroad in the company of the sighted child.

On the other hand, the better and preferential
treatment meted out by parents to their blind child'
is a matter of common observation.
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It needs no saying that both these attitudes pre-
vent the normal growth of the blind children at home.
The Sunshine Homes are free from these drawbacks
as the blind children are brought up under a common
roof and are given the same treatment, facilities
and environment.

Besides these problems of care and discipline,
there are several other problems, mainly psychologi-
cal and psychiatric in nature, which can never be
solved with any measure of satisfaction wunless the
blind children are entrusted from their very infancy
to the care and guidance of experts in the psychology
and education of the visually handicapped. For
instance, the problems of autostimulation, ‘* blind-
ism,”” personalitv maladjustments, ete., which start
operating in the life of blind persons from their very
childhood, can never be effectively tackled except by
people trained in the psychology of the blind.

In these Sunshine Homes, the blind children are
kept and trained till they are five or six years old,
after which they are sent to the schools for the blind.
Trained beachers and nurses are appointed in these
Homes, where the sightless children are taught free
and fearless movements of the body, lessons in the
adjustment to the seeing world, elementary musie,
Braille, and simple handicrafts.

8. [Education of School Children

In all the countries except Japan, the primary
school education of blind children is free and compul-
sory as that of the sighted. In each country, there
are schools providing every scope and facility for the
education and training of blind children. Japan has
ninety schools for its seventy-six thousand blind
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population, -although, as stated above, it has no pro-
vision for free and compulsory education of its' blind
children. o

Before or immediately after the children are ad-
mitted to a school, their aptitvdes and vocational
possibilities are tested by intelligence and personality
tests which have been adapted to the conditions of
blind children from those devised for children with
sight. The emphasis on the kind of education which
each of these children should receive, depends to a
_great extent on the results of these tests. Those who
are found mentally retarded, are given special atten-
tion, and their education is carried on by special
teachers through what is called °* opportunity
classes.” '

There is a systematic vocational guidance for each
pupil, so that he or she is not left in a state of per-
plexity regarding the ways of making a living after
the school years are over.

In order to encourage the reading habit among
the blind children, scores of periodicals and thousands
of books have been printed in Braille and placed
within easy access. The Library for the Blind in
New York City, the Library of Congress at Washing-
ton, the Natlional Braille Library in London, etc.,
have, each of them, three or four hundred thousand
books in Praille in different subjects, and they lend
those books free to all blind people just for the mere
asking.

The majority of the teachers in schools for the
blind have been especially trained for their work.
The education of the visually handicapped is quite a
technical and a growing subject, and no one can be
expected to be an efficient teacher of the blind with-
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out knowing the psychological and educational
problems involved in this specialised field. In
Great Britain, the Board of Education stops all finan-
cial grants to a blind school if it employs a teacher
who has not obtained a diploma from the College of
Teachers for the Blind. In America, the blind
schools discourage the appointment of teachers who
have not received special training in the Education
of the Visually Handicapped from some recognised
institutions.

The appointment of blind persons as teachers or
workers for the blind is specially encouraged in those
countries. They are regarded not only as efficient
workers for the blind, but also as inspiring examples
to them. In America, it has become an unwritten
law that in a school or organisation for the blind, at
least one-third of the staff should be recruited from
among the blind. Some schools have bilnd persons
constituting as much as sixty per cent. of their staffs.

Besides, the heads of many schools and organi-
sations for the blind are blind persons. The heads of
most of the State Commissions for the Blind in
America are themselves blind. The Ixecutive Di-
rector of the American Foundation is also a blind
person.

In all the progressive schools for the blind, there
.are arrangements for solving the special problems in-
volved in the education of the partially-sighted
children. There are such provisions even in the
schools for sighted children. In England and Ger-
many, there are separate schools for children with
partial vision. The partially-sighted children consti-
tute, for educational purposes, a class by themselves.
They eannot be educated either through sighted or
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blind methods. This truth has not been realised im
our country, with the result that hundreds of child-
ren with partial sight have lost and are losing their
vision entirely.

In addition to the visually handicapped children,.
there is another group of children who are more un-
fortunate and whose educational problems are more:
difficult to solve. These are the Blind-deaf-inute:
children, suffering from the triple hundicap of blind-
ness, deafness and dumbness. America is ahead of
all countries in the world in the education of these
unfortunates, and Iaura Bridgeman, Helen Keller,
and a few others have shown what these children can
do if educational facilities are provided for them.
During my second visit in America, I discussed with
Miss Helen Keller the problems of these children-
and also studied the methods of teaching them.
Usually, the blind schools have opened departments
for these children in their own premises.

In addition to these residential schools for the
blind, classes for blind boys and girls have been
opened in ordinary seeing schools. This is indeed a
very mteresting experiment. It helps the growth of
mutual understanding between the blind and the see-
ing children from the very early stage of their lives.
I am inclined to believe that there is a great scope
and need for such classes in our country under its
present economic conditions.

4. Education of Blind Young Men and Women
of Post-School Stage

It has been realised in those countries that the:
blind boys and girls will be quite helpless if they are
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not taken care of after they finish their school:
education.

Those who are fit for higher studies are encourag-
ed to enter colleges. There are several scholarships-
for assisting the needy students ftowards the college
expenses.

Those who intend to take up music as the
means of their livelihood are encouraged to enter the
schools for higher music. There are several scholar-
‘'ships for these students as well.

Those who have specialised in some industry,
are placed in what is called *‘ sheltered workshops.’’
These werkshops are subsidised by Government and
the publie, and the blind people work here as appren-
tices for three or four years, after which they become
regular workers. During the period of apprentice-
ship, all their expenses are paid for by those
workshops.

5. Activities of the Agencies and Organisations
for the Blind

What isx to be done with these educated and
tramned blind men and women? The agencies and
organisations for the blind have been brought into
existence to solve this and various other problems..
There is no unhealthy rivalry among these organi-
sations. since each of them is engaged in solving
problems distinct from those handled by others. In
London alone, there are about ten or twelve organi-
sations working side by side to help the blind persons.
in different ways.
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The principal activities of these organisations
may be summarised as follows: —

(@) They try to secure employments for the
educated blind men and women. Through the efforts
of these organisatibns, most of the blind people have
been able to be contributing members of society.
They have succeeded in inducing the German Govern-
ment to pass a law to the effect that every firm or
factory must employ a certain percentage of its staff
from among the physically handicapped people. In
Japan, a blind beggar has become an anachronism.
In Great Britain, the blind persons are eligible, in
accordance with a law passed by the Parliament early
this year, for old age pension when theyv are forty
vears old, while the seeing persons must be sixty-five
in order to be entitled to the benefits of this pension.

For those people, who are definitely unemploy-
able, the Government has made special financial pro-
visions through the efforts of these organisations.
There are several homes where the unemployable
blind men and women are maintained at public cost.

Thosc whose earnings are not enough to meet
their necessary expenses, receive augmentations in
their wages either from those organisations or from
the Government.

(b) The education of the adult blind, i.e., who
lose their vision rather late in life and who cannot
obviously be taken care of by regular schools, is un-
dertaken by these organisations. Teachers are sent
to the homes of the adult blind and they are taughi
Braille and some wuseful occupation. The home
teaching service is most efficient and widespread: in
Great Britain and the British Government is spend-
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ing huge sums of money each year towards the main-
tenance of this service. i

(¢) These organisations. also undertake the pub-
lication of books and journals in Braille, Moon and
in other types, as well as the making of talking-
books. There are about eighty English periodicals
in Braille published in America and Great Britain.
In Japan, there is even a daily newspaper in Braille.

(d) Agitations for the improvement of the lot of
the blind are carried on unceasingly by these organi-
sations. As a result, several legislations have been
passed in all countries, which have made the lives of
the sightless community happy and respectable.

6. Prevention of Blindness

This is a very important problem, and
more and more emphasis is being laid on it in
every country. It has been held that about
seventy per cent. of blindness in every country is
preventible, and every year the number of the blind
persons in the Western countries is decreasing
through the strict application of preventive iethods.
There may be a day when there will exist no blind-
ness, and hence no problem of blindness to solve.
But until that day comes, all possible arrangements
should be made to lessen the miseries of the already
existing and would-be blind persons.

7. Conclusion

In the foregoing pages, 1 bave recounted in a
very general and briefest possible way my experi-
ences regarding what other countries are doing in
order tc ameliorate the lot of the sightless com-
munity. It will be seen from the above dissertation
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that the visually handicapped persons are taken care
«of by those countries from the time they are born
until they die. As a matter of fact, the Western
-eountries have become definitely conscious of their
sacred responsibility towards the handicapped mem-
bers. The doctrine of laissez-faire in this matter is
-considered to be very dangerous and hes been aban-
-doned by all civilized countries. It has been realised
that a country cannot progress very well if the handi-
-eapped persons belonging to different groups are
allowed to remain as permanent drags on it.

I am positive that our society in India is making
.a great economic waste by not educating and not
.employing its blind individuals. Our society has to
bear the burden of these people anyhow; then why
should it not take something out of them? Besides,
in certain spheres of activity, the blind individuals
can render better and more efficient service than
.even the seeing. The Western societies have
realised this truth and have been prompt to take
advantage of it.

There is another way of looking at the same
thing. Real sympathy is shown to the blind persons
not by feeding them at public expense and keeping
them idle at home, but by giving them education and
burdening them with work and responsibility. This
truth has not been realised in India, and all efforts in
helping the blind have, thus, been misguided and
abortive. Dr. Childs, the Professor of Psychology at
‘Teachers’ College, Columbia University, has rightly
said :

““ For an individual to be a member of a society
and yet have no responsible part in its activities is a
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form of social ostracism that breeds disastrous
spiritual consequences.”’

In my opinion, the blind pecple have a more
urgent need for education than even the seeing.
There are mainly two reasons in support of this
view :

First, the blind persons cannot be employed in
any work without receiving any systematic training
and education extending over several years, while
there are various spheres of activities for the seeing
individuals in which they may be employed without
such protracted training and education. In these
activities, the mere possession of sight, combined
with some amount of commonsense, is all that is
needed to qualify a person for employment.

Secondly, the seeing people have the freedom of
movement and several other factors to keep them-
selves busy with. But the sightless individuals
have to carry on a dreary and monotonous existence
and have a feeling of helplessness and aloneness in
the world if they are not taught something which
will keep them busy and make them feel that time,
after all, moves.

I should like to append four papers to this re-
port. *

The first paper lists about hundred schools and
organisations for the Visuallv Handicapped which T
visited abroad.

In addition to these places, T met several
successful blind people of each country I visited
in order to gain praetical experience and inspiration.

* The appended papers are not reproduced here.
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The second paper records the courses which I
took at Teachers’ College, Columbia University, New
York, towards my Master’'s Degree in Education,
specialising in the Education of the Visually Handi-
capped.

The third paper* describes a scheme of activities
which should be undertaken at once in India for its
visually handicapped persons. I submitted this paper
to Columbia University as a course requirement, and
it was highly appreciated.

The last paper t is a copy of an article which I
wrcte and got published before I left India about two
yeers ago. This contains many facts and figures
regarding the blind communities in India and abroad.
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MY QUESTIONNAIRE *

1. What is the total number of schools for the
blind in India and where are they situated ?

2. Is there any organisation for the blind in
India except blind schools? If so, how many of such
organisations are there, what are their activities, and
where ure they situated?

3. What is the total number of blind persons
and blind schools in your province or State?

4. Is there any arrangement for providing free
reading and free guide services to the blind in India?
It so, where and how are such facilivies provided?

5. Is there any library containing Braille books
for blind readers in India? If so, how many of such
libraries are there, where are theyv situated, and how

* This questionnaire was circulated to all the institutions
for the blind, known to me at that time, in Indis in August,
1938.
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many volumes of books each of these libraries con-
tains? (Please mention the number of volumes in
different languages.)

6. What are the social and legal privileges und
concessions wiich the blind persons of India enjoy as
distinguished from: those enjoyed bv seeing persons?

7. What (or what more) social and legal privi-
leges and conecessions should, in your opinion, be
extended to the blind persons of this country?

8. What are your proposals to bring about a
correct understanding of the seeing public towards
blind persons, and wvice versa?

9. What are the ways in which the blind per-
sons in this country usually earn their livelihood >
What kind of work provides more employment to
the blind of India? What is, in your opinion, the
percentage of the blind who are self-supporting?

10. How do you propose to solve the marriage
problems of the blind? What percentage of the blind
persons in India has, in your opinion, married? Do
you support a marriage where both the parties are
blind? What are your arguments for and (or) against
such a marriage? How many instances of such
marriage have come to your knowledge? How do
you propose to solve the marriage problems of blind
girls”

11. What, in your opinion, is the percentage of
blindness in India due to hereditary causes?

12. What do you think is the percentage of
blindness in India due to industrial accidents? What
measures have been taken tc lessen the number of
such occurrences? Is the Workmen’s Compensation
Act in foree in our countrv?
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13. What is the minimum degree of vision
fixed by Government regulations in India, qualifying
a person for Government services?

14. How many adaptations of English Braille
are in use in India? When and by whom was each
of these adaptations made?

15. Has there been any conference of all or some
ot the blind schools of India? If so, where and
when such conferences were held?

16. What, in your opinion, is an ideal school
for the blind?

17. Has there been any provision in India for
teuching and training blind persons who have lost
their sight beyond their school-going years? If so,
where such training is imparted and what does this
training consist of? When was it started for the first
time ?

18. When was your school started and with
how many pupils? (Please give a full historical sur-
vey of your school from the time of its establishment
down to the present day.)

19. On how many acres of land is your school
situated? Is it your school’s own property?

20. What is the total value of the property of
vour school? (The equipment, wmachines, ete., may
be included in this valuation.)

21. How many pupils of either sex are attend-
ing vour school at present? How many of them are
residential and how many are day-scholars?

22. Is there any restriction of age for admis-
sion to your school? Is there any fixed age at
which your pupils are supposed to leave the school?
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23. Are the pupils of your school required to
pay for their board, lodge and tuition? If so, what
is the charge for each of these items per mensem?

24. Does any pupil receive exemption from any
of these payments? If so, how many pupils are
there at present so exempted? Besides these
exemptions, does your school render any financial
help to its pupils in any other way? If so, what are
the circumstances under which such assistance is
rendered ?

25. How many boys and girls have attended
your school (excluding the present set of pupils) since
the establishment of the school? What percentage
of these ex-pupils has become self-supporting?

26 What arc the subjects tanght in your
school ?

27. Generally speaking, what type of educa-
tion is, in your opinion, most suitable for the blind—
literary, musical or manual?

28. How many ex-pupils of your school have
received University education? (Please give details
about the extent and nature of their University
education, reckoning from the time of the establish-
ment of your school.)

29. What games and recrestions are provided
for the pupils of ycur school?

30. What sort of physical education is provided
for the pupils of your school?

31. How many teachers of either sex are there
in your school and how many of them are especially
trained for teaching the blind? Where was this
special training obtained ?

82. What are the maximum and minimum
monthly salaries of the teachers of your school? (The
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salary of the head of the school may be stated if it
be the maximum salary, even if he or she does not
take part in teaching.)

33. How many of the teachers are totally blind
and how many are partially sighted?

34. What are your views about employing blind
teachers for the blind?

35. How many people are there on the pay-roll
of your school, excluding the teachers?

36. What is the annual income of your school?
What are the sources of this income and how much
from each source?

87. What is the annual expenditure of your
school? What are the items of expenditure and
how much on each item?

38. Is there any special arrangement for teach-
ing the partially-sighted children in your school? If
'so, what is the nature of this instruction and when
was it introduced ?

39. Is there any pupil in your schooi who is
‘blind and deaf, or blind and mute or blind, deaf and
mute at the same time? If so, how manfy of such
pupils are there and how are they taught?

40. Is there a Braille press in your school? If
s0, when was it installed and what sort of books are
Jprinted therein?

41. Have talking-books been introduced in your
school? If so, when were they intrrduced?.

42. What special arrangements are there for the
instruction of girls as distinguished from those in-
tended for the boys of your school?

43. Do you think that blind boys and girls are
anore prone to sexual vices than their seeing com-
patriots? How many cases of sex delinquency have
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come to your knowledge? (Please state the length
of time during which these cases have come to your
notice.)

44. From the observation of the behaviour of
your pupils, can you say that blindness is responsible
for some special good and (or) bad points which are-
usually absent among the seeing pupils? Tf so,
what are those good and (or) bad points? (Please
make an exhaustive list of them.)

45. What is the administrafive organisation of
your school ?

46. What are the noteworthy features of your-
school as distinguished from those of other blind
schools ?

WIRELESS AND THE BLIND *

The first *hing I should like to say is that the
right way to call the subject of my talk this even-
ing is, '* Wireless and the Blind,”’ and not * Wire-
less for the Blind.”” The reason for this, as will be
more evident later, is that T shall describe to you not
only what the wireless has done and is doing for the
blind, but also what blind persons have done and
are doing for society through the instrumentality of
the wireless.

¥ This article, published in the Amrita Bazar Patriha. 17th
August, 1938, is the English version of a Bengali talk broad-
cast from the Calcutia studio of the All-India Radio on the 8th
August. 1938. The talk in Bengal has also been incorporated:
into the present book for the benefit of Bengali-readers.
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Every one recognises the manifold blessings that
the invention of wireless has conferred on humanity.
But ask any one cxcept ‘a blind person to enumerate
these blessings and see if the benefits which blind
persons derive out of wireless are mentioned at all.
I am almost positive that these will be left un-
touched.

But I can assure vou that the invention of wire-
less has brought about a complete revolution in the
lives of blind persons in Europe and America. To a
blind person there, the radio has proved to be a more
helpful friend than anything else, except, of course,
Braille, i.e., the system of reading and writing for
visually handicapped persons.

In India, the only thing the blind persons do
with radio is to listen to it, and even for doing it,
they have not as much scope and facility as they
should have. This is why the benefits of wireless for
blind persons are not so obvious either to themselves
or to the seeing people of our country.

These- benefits of wireless I should like to place
under four heads: (i) entertainment and knowledge-
which it gives to the blind; (it) its role as an agency
to advance the cause of the blind; (iit) the way in
which blind persons may serve society through
it; and (iv) the opportunities of employment that it
provides to the blind.

(i) The visual part of the world having natural-
ly been denied to the blind, its vocal and sound-
part has acquired more significance and importance
for them. They obviously depend on this part of
life for a large measure of their guidance and inspira-
tion Many of their joys and sorrows flow out of it..
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Now, in the field of radio, so long as television
does not join hands with it, the blind as well as the
seeing persons are placed on the same footing so far
as its advantages and disadvantages are concerned.
It seems to me that wireless is one of the very few
things in which sighted persons do not enjoy s
natural advantage over their sightless brothers and
sisters just for the mere possession of sight. The
reason for this levelling effect of radio is to be sought
in the fact that radio is a part of the sound-world
and here blind persons do not suffer from any inher-
ent disability ir relation to their seeing compatriots.

Quite a cood amount of entertainment for which
people had to go out from one place to another are
now brought to the parlour or to the bed-room of every
home, and this has proved to be a special advantage
to blind persons, for whom movements without a
guide constitute an obvious handicap, and, as you
know, guides in these cases are not easily obtainable.
Sightless persons may now spend some time every
day and get a plenty of recreation and entertainment
out of the talks, music and other items of a radio-pro-
gramme which would not otherwise have been within
their easy reach. In England and America, radio
journals are also published in Braille so that the
blind listeners may know the programmes in advance.
Radio has thus become a very welcome company in
their lonely hours.

Even those who suffer from the double infirmity
of blindness and deafness at the same time, do also
derive a good deal of pleasure from the radio-pro-
grammes. This may sound to be rather strange; but
let me recount to you my personal experience about
this phenomenon. While I was in New York, I
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had the honour of meeting Miss Helen Keller, the
world-famous blind-deaf-mute lady, at her resi-
dence. She demonstrated to me how she could tell
the rhythm of a piece of music by simply touching
the radio. She told me that she could appreciate
the radio-programmes by just feeling the vibrations
of the radio. In this way, she can correctly say if
piano, violin, classical music or jazz is played on
the radio.

In addition to entertainment, blind persons de-
rive a good deal of information and knowledge from
the radio-programmes which it is very difficult for
them to obtain otherwise. For instance, sightless
persons do not always get friends or relatives to read
out the daily newspaper to them. Without the news
items of a radio-programme, many blind persons
would have remained in complete ignorance of what
is happening in the outside world. ,

The value and the necessity of the radio in the
lives of blind people have been recognised by the
States and the public of Europe and America alike.
By a Statute of the British Parliament., the blind
persons in Great Britain have been granted their radio
license free of charge. Besides, the Parliament
sanctioned money for the frec distribution of fifteen
thousand radio-sets to the blind in Britain. In
America, no one, blind or sighted, has to pay any fee
for the radio license. There are some organisations
who raise money to provide free radio-sets to needy
blind persons. Once I read an appeal in an Ameri-
can journal asking the blind persons to apply
immediately for free radio-sets, as many of these
had remained undisposed.
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(i) In Europe and America, radio has
proved to be a very potent factor in promoting the
welfare work for the blind. Several appeals for
funds, necessary for this work, are made on the radio.
In England, such appeals are made through the
B. B. C. on the Christmas day every year.

Besides, the propaganda for the cause of the
‘blind is conducted through radio by means of talks
given by persons interested in this field. In one of
the States of America, the wireless authorities in-
vite a blind person once a week to deliver a talk on
'some aspect of the welfare work for the blind. I
also had the pleasure of giving such a talk at one of
about fifteen radio centers in the New York City.

Propaganda is also carried on through the musi-
cal and dramatic broadcasts by blind boys and girls
.of different schools. The general public of the West-
ern countries seem to be very fond of such broad-
-casts, and they often send requests to the wireless
authorities to sponsor these programmes.

(iti) Let me now narrate to you how blind per-
sons are capable of rendcring service to society
through wireless activities.

Both in England and America, instruction is
given to willing blind young men and women to re-
.ceive and transmit wireless messages. There is such
a class at the New York Institute for the Education
of the Blind, where 1 stayed for a year, and
there are, at present, ten blind students taking this
coarse under a blind teacher.

Some blind persons, on their completion of wire-
less instruction, have taken the requisite Govern-
ment Examination and have obtained licenses for
receiving and transmitting \ireless messages. In
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America, the amateur wireless operators are called
““ Hams,”’ and one blind *“ Ham "’ rendered remark-
able service in the flood areas of the U.S.A. in 1936.
He handled hundreds of urgent radio messages from
the distressed regions and relayed them or transmit-
ted them through the telephone to the proper quar-
ters. At times, he had to handle as many as forty-
‘two messages an hour. For this wonderful work, he
was mentioned in all the papers throughout the
length and breadth of the United States and he was
also invited by various radio-centres to deliver talks
regarding his experiences.

There is no reason why services like this cannot
be rendered by other blind persons in times of need
-or distress.

(iv) The wireless has provided employment to
a number of blind persons in Europe and America.
Some have been appointed as wireless operators on
the ship and their services have been found to be
-quite satisfactory. A few have been successful as
radio annourcers. Some are working as agents in
selliing radio-sets.

Conclusion

From the above discussion, it will be quite evi-
-dent how wireless has been a veritable hoon to sight-
less persons in Europe and America. Is it not pos-
sible to make wireless useful in the same way to the
blind persons in India? Most of the blind indivi-
‘duals in Europe and America are employed and,
scores of journals are published in Braille m order
to bring knowledge and information within their
reach. Yet the radio has become such an inspiring
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company for them. Things are quite different in our
country; very few of our blind persons are employed
and there is not a single Braille journal to give them
knowledge and inspiration. So, our blind people
need the radio more than any one else. As in Eng-
land, free radio license should be granted to our
blind persons and radio sets should be distributed
free to those sightless persons who cannot afford to
buy one. I hope this matter will be taken up by our
Government and public.

I thank the Calcutta broadcasting authorities
for giving me this opportunity of saying a few words
about one aspect of the welfare work for the blind. I
request them to keep their interests alive in the
activities towards the promotion of the cause of the
blind in India, to which, I am sure, they are in a
position to contribute a great deal

GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND *

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Alsatian
German Shepherd Dog Club, held at the Wellington
Y.M.C.A., Calcutta, on the 4th September, 1938,
under the Chairmanship of Captain H. Harrison.)

Mg. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GGENTLEMEN,

The most noticeable disadvantage of blindness is
the difficulty of free movement. A blind person is
greatly handicapped both in his work and recreation
on account of his inability in travelling alone. It is

* Published n the Statesman, Calcutta, 10th September, 1938.
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not financially possible for every sightless individual
to pay for the services of a guide.

The Guide Dog Movement has solved this prob-
lem to a great extent. A blind person can, now-a-
days, go anywhere he pleases with the help of a
trained dog. Miss Smith, a blind American lady,
who is a Reporter of the Buffalo Exzpress in the State
of New York, tours around the Continent of America
and Canada with the help of her dog in order to col-
lect materials for her paper.

There are schools in Europe and America in
order to train dogs for this particular type of service.
I had the opportunity of visitilg one such school in
America, known as the ‘‘ Seeing Eye.”” Here the
dogs are brought at a very early age and are sub-
jected to a regular course of training by the Trainer
who keeps himself blindfolded for a few days in order
to get the dogs used to a blind person.

One who wishes to have a trained dog, has also
i go through a course of training for at least a
month. He has to live in the school and get him-
self used to a dog. During the period of training, he
is not allowed to be visited by anybody as he has
to devote his whole attention to his dog. It is obvi-
ously not very easy to bring about a temperamental
fitness between a human being and an animal to
such an extent as to ensure the safety of the life of
the former when both of them are let loose in a
crowded street full of various types of risk. This is
why every person is not suited to every dog, and it is
a hard task of the Trainer to select the right dog
for the right person. Any error in this selection may
lead to dangerous consequences. It is indeed &

5-1516 B
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memorable day for a blind individual when he first
sets out with his dog and returns to the school with-
out any unplessant experience. Of course, the first
few outings are usually supervised by the Trainer.

. Ths dogs trained are invariably of the Alsatian
breed as it is only they who are supposed to have the
necessary intelligence for performing this difficult
task. Of late, other breeds of dogs are being experi-
mented for this purpose.

A blind person is required to pay 150 Dollars for
a dog, including the fee for training. But he is
allowed to pay this money at any time he is able to
and by easy instalments extending over a long time.
No one grudges this payment as it brings him the rare
gift of independent movement in spite of blindness.

The way in which these guide-dogs help the blind
under different circumstances is really wonder-
ful. In obedience to a very few simple instructions
from their masters, viz., “right,”” “‘left,”” ‘‘Straight,”’
““ sit,”” ete., these dogs guide them wherever they
want to go. These dogs can understand the traffic
lights and cross the busy streets with their sightless
masters in perfect safety. They can even judge the
height and projection of a structure and they guide
their masters in such a way as to keep them at a
safe distance from getting hurt. I have mnot yet
heard of any accident in which a blind person has
been involved by the carelessness or misjudgment of
his canine helper.

In addition to this guide service, the trained
dogs assist their masters in several other ways. They
pick up things dropped accidentally on the ground by
‘the latter, and the funny part is that even if the



GUIDE DOGS FOR THE BLIND ° o
* *

things, thus picked up, belong to somebody else, they
are-always given to the masters. The dogs always
keep a vigilant watch over the safety of their masters
and get very.excited whehever they think that, theif
masters are going to be hurt. They lie patiently af
the feet of their masters and jump up whepevar they
are required to carry, out any order. The only time
that they disobey their masters is when %he*la‘t,ter, on
account of their blindness and the consequent in-
ability to judge the environmental conditions at
times, issue an order, the carrying out of which may
lead to somie inconvenience or accident. All this may
sound incredible, but, never-the-less, it is true and
may vbe observed by any one interested.

It is curious that almost all these trained dogs
are females. On my enquiring about the reason of
this, I was told by a Trainer that the female dogs
were more reliable than the male ones for this type
of service. His reply to my supplementary. question
as to whether this truth was eoually applicable to
human beings, was rather evasive.

I should Hke to conclude my talk of this éven-
ing by hoping that this meeting will be the first step
to the establishment of a centre in.dndia where dogs
will be trained for the blind. This will make the
blind persons much more happy and nseful as a result
of independent movement.
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A RECEPTION *

(Summary of a speech delivered at the St.
Paul’s Cathedral College, Calcutta, on the 7th Febru-
ary, 1940, under the Chairmanship of Dr. P. G.
Bridge, Principal of the College.1)

Dr. BRIDGE, MEMBERS OF THE STAFF, AND STUDENTS,

Mrs. Roy and I are extremely grateful to you for
-according us this warm reception to-day. As an ex-
student of this college, I have many pleasant me-
mories of the time when T not only studied here, bus
2lso lived in the compound as a boarder. After leav-
ing this college, I studied at other centres of learn-
ing in Calcutta, but T ncver found such a democratic
atmosphere anywhere as at this college. The tradi
tional isolationism between the professors and the
students was practically absent here. 1 remember
many occasions when several professors came to my
room and spent hours with me discussing various
points of interest.

The St. Paul’s College is particularly noted for
an important step in the education of the blind in
Bengal. It is the first college in this province to
open its door to the blind aspirants for college educa-
tion. It made some adjustments to suit the peculiar
needs of the sightless students. Other colleges
gradually followed its lead in the matter of admitting
blind students. The blind of Bengal will always feel

# Published in the Ananda Bazar Patrike and Hindusthan
Standerd, Calcutta (both on the Sth Februoary, 1940).
+ Dr. Bridge died in 1942.
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a deep debt of gratitude to this college for this
bold step.

Regarding my experiences abroad, I shall em-
phasize just one point to-day, and this is the ability
of the blind persons in the Western countries and
Japan to travel alone. Almost all the sightless indi-
viduals [ met in those countries, move about in the
streets either alone or with the help of guide-dogs.
This free movement enables them to go anywhere
they wish and to attend their professions and re-
creations regularly and punectually.

Following the tradition in this country, I never
travelled alone while I was here. But I mastered
this practice with the help of my blind friends abroad
and went everywhere unaided in London and New
York. This enabled me to go to the universities,
meet friends and keep all sorts of appointments in
time. One of my professors of Columbia University
rightly remarked that the acquisition of this ability
to go about independently was the most important
thing that I had learnt in America—even more im-
portant than the M.A. degree, which I had obtained
from Columbia University.

While travelling alone in the streets of New York
and London, I noticed many wonderful instances of
silent and sympathetic helpfulness of the American
and the British people. It is a very painful contrast
for me to remember that most of the Indian students
passed me almost unnoticed and without offering any
help in the streets of London, while the British men
and women came to help me before I had asked for
any assistance. It is owing to this lack of social
training on the part of most of the Indian people
that T do not travel alone in the streets of Calcutta
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even now, although I did so in the strange and foreign
lands,

In spite of it, some blind persons should take the-
initigtive in this matter and should start going about
alone here. This will educate the seeing people to
discharge their natural and obvious duty towards.
their sightless compatriots travelling unaided. Be:
sides, there is a rare pleasure experienced by a blind
person when he can go anywhere and at any time:
without waiting for a guide, and every sightless indi-
vidual should have some amount of this unique
pleasurable feeling. The value of being able to travel
alone for the purpose of going to work is too obvious.
to need any elaboration.

SPEECH AT THE CALCUTTA BLIND SCHOOL*

(Delivered on the 6th April, 1940, under the
Chairmanship of Mr. A. K. Fazlul Hagq, the then
Premier of Bengal.)

Honourable Premier of Bengal, Honourable Pre-
sident of the Court of Governors of - the Calcutta
Blind School, Honourable Secretary of the Calcutta
Blind School, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a unique pleasure and privilege for me to be
able' to speak to you this evening. I am indeed very
happy to be with you in the same premises where I
lived as a pupil for a number of years. I distinetly

* Pyblished in the Hindusthan Standard, Calcutta,.
7th April, 1940
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recollect several prize distributions of the Calcutta
Blind School when, instead of speaking to you as I
am now, I used to appear on the stage in order to
entertain you with musie and other performances,
the like of which you will witness later in the evening.

I was admitted into the Calcutta Blind School as
a pupil in 1919. 8ince my leaving the school in 1927,
I have always had the keenest interest in the work
and progress of the school. I take this opportunity
to pay my tribute to the authorities of the school for
their untiring efforts towards its progressive develop-
ment and expansion.

I am also very glad to note that the people of
our province are gradually waking up to-the needs
and problems of visually handicapped persons of Ben-
gal. The very tact that the Government of Bengal
and the University of Calcutta awarded me scholar-
ships to study the up-to-date methods employed in
welfare work for the blind abroad, is one of the surest
indications of public concern and responsibility to-
wards the amelioration of the existing conditions of
the visually handicapped in our country. Blindness
is more of a social than an individual problem, aud
this problem will never be solved if blind persons are
left to fight their battles all alone without receiving
moral and material support from society as a whole.

I shall now, ladies and gentlemen, relate to you
just a few of the many advancéd features of welfare
work for the blind which I found in existence during
my study-trips to Burope, America, Canada, and
Japan. The time at my disposal is very limited, and
I can hardly touch these points, much less dxscuss
them in details.
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In the first place, the work for the blind in those
countries is conducted on a very scientific basis.
Accurate definitions of blindness and partial vision
have been formulated, and statistics of blind persons
have been taken with great care and precision. In the
United States of America, it has recently been de-
cided to take a comprehensive census of blind indi-
viduals, in which the cause of blindness and the
degree of vision retained in each case, will be
recorded.

I may state in this connection that the
Government of India have decided not to
include  statistics of the ©blind and other
physically handicapped persons in the forth-
coming census report. This decision on the
part of the Central Governmeant will be regretted by
all working in the interest of handicapped persons.
I am in correspondence with the local Superintendent
of Census Operations for the purpose of convincing
him of the necessity and importance of collecting
reliable statistics of all handicapped groups, especial-
ly those of the visually handicapped. I hope that all
of you present here will kindly do all in your power
to have the figures of handicapped persons included
in the Census Returns of 1941.

In the second place, every progressive institution
and organization for the blind is, as it were, a living
organism, adding every day to its own stature and
to the lives of blind individuals. It is not isolated
and segregated from the community, but is organi-
cally joined with the throbbings of the outside social
life. The government and public are working in
complete co-operation to improve the lot of the blind,
and the blind themselves are, by their successful
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careers, justifying the confidence placed in ~them.
Almost every day, there appear in the newspapers
and on the radio accounts and announcements of the
activities and achievements of some blind person or
some blind institution. Lectures on blindness and
on the problems of the blind are frequently arranged
at Rotary Clubs, Lions Clubs, and other distinguished
places. In short, the workers for the blind in those
-countries huve, through constant and intelligent pub-
licity, succeeded in enlisting a tremendous amount of
public support and sympathy. This explains how
about & dozen institutions and organizations for the
blind in London or New York City alone secure ade-
quate funds to carry on their work most efficiently
and on a large scale.

Besides, a vigorous research is being carried on in
the psychology of the blind, methods of their instruc-
tion, and in special apparatus necessary for educat-
ing them. As a result of this research, new theories
of blind education and psychology are replacing the
.old ones, and new and more convenient educational
appliances are coming into use.

It should also be mentioned that in every country
I visited, annual or biennial conference of the work-
-ers and instructors for the blind are held. This kind
of co-operative work advances the cause of the visual-
ly handicapped more quickly and effectively than
what may be accomplished by the warious schools
working separately without any attempt at correlat-
ing their activities.

This is, ladies and gentlemen, what I mean
when I say that blind work in the countries I visited
is, as it were, a living organism. What are the
reasons for this phenomenal progress in welfare work
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for the blind in those countries? In my humble
opinion, they are primarily three:

First, the moral and material support from the:
Government and the public towards the amelioration
of the conditions of visually handicapped persons, to-
which reference has already been made, is indeed
very generous and open to all irrespective of any
social distinetion. In Great Britain and the United
States of America, both Central and Local Govern-
ments have started special departments for the visual-
ly handicapped, and have appointed blind persons in
charge of these departments. They also contribute
large amounts of money towards the maintenance of
educational institutions and other welfare organiza-
tions for the blind. In the state of New York, for
instance, the Government pay 600 dollars (about
1,800 rupees) per annum for the education of each:
pupil.

Secondly, the blind work has become so advanced
and well organized that it can attract highly educated
people to shoulder the responsibilities involved in this
work. It has been realised that mere technical expe-
rience is not enough to carry on this work successful-
ly. Those responsible for administration of an educa-
tional institution are almost invariably recipients of
high academic distinctions, so that they can ade-
quately grasp the psychological problems of the blind
and can inspire confidence among tke public. To:
mention only one instance: Dr. Merle E. Frampton,
the Principal of the New York Institute for the Edu-
cation of the Blind, t¢ whom I am indebted for his.
many acts of kindness, is a Ph.D. of Harvard Uni-
versity and was previously a professor of Sociology at-
the Boston University.
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Lastly, there is no unhealthy rivalry among the:
different. ingtitutions and- organizations for the blind.
As-stated before, there ‘are about & dozen céntres of
blind work in London as well as in the New York
City.. The authorities of all these organizations are
working in perfect harmony to promote the cause of
the blind. o ’

To come to the third important feature of blind
education abroad The education of the blind has be-
eome such a technical and a growing subject that no
one without a systematic and scientific training can
render efficient service in any blind institution or
organization. Such a training course was introduced
in Great Britain and America many years ago. The
College of Teachers for the Blind in Great Britain
has arranged regular courses in the education of the-
blind. No person is allowed to join any blind school
as a teacher if he is not a recipient of a diploma from
this college. The Board of Education in the United
Kingdom stops its annual grant to a school engaging:
a teacher who has not obtained such a diploma. In
America, several courses in the education of the:
visually handicapped have been introduced ab
Columbia, Harvard, and California State Universi-
ties. Anyone wishing to work for the blind has to-
obtain training from one of these Universities. Re-
cently, such a ‘training programme has also been
initiated at a training college in Japan.

Theé fourth and the last feature of blind educa-
tion abroad is related to the question of the ultimate:
goal of & blind institution. What_should be the final.
aims of a blind school? This question has been
answered differently by different educators -of ‘the
blind. I think that every blind school should have
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two ultimate aims in view, viz., to change the un-
reasonable public attitude towards the blind, and to
prepare the blind boys and girls for their future eco-
nomic independence. ‘

In every country, especially here in India, the
public have very poor and inadequate notions about
the mental life of blind individuals. Do blind people
have personalities different from those of the
sighted, or are they normal sighted people in the
dark? It is usually thought by the public at large
that sightless persons are different from those with
sight and that they live in a world of their own. This
belief is the source of the prejudice and distrust.
which cause so much suffering and annoyance to
blind individuals. However, the authorities on blind
psychology have come to the conclusion that blind
people do not constitute a class by themselves; they
are normal people minus the sense of vision. Blind-
ness is just an individual difference like colour,
stature, and so on.

It should be realised that the lot of blind people
can never be improved unless and until they are
credited with normal mentality and regarded as
necessary components of society. As Miss Helen
Keller has remarked: ‘‘ The public must learn that
the blind man is neither a genius nor a freak nor an
idiot. He has a mind which can be educated, a hand
which can be trained, ambitions which it is right for
him to strive to realise, and it is the duty of the
public to help him to make the best of himself so
that he can win light through work.”

The problem of the economic independence of
blind persons is closely linked with the public abti-
tude towards them. The public are usually very
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suspicious about the abilities of the blind and are,
therefore, reluctant to entrust them with any sort of
work. The schools for the blind have grave respon-
sibilities towards their ex-pupils in the matter of em-
plovment. They cannot afford to shirk responsibi-
lities towards their ex-pupils, as is the case in schools
for sighted children. Dr. Farrell, the Director of the
Perkins Institution for the Blind, one of the largest
schools for the blind in the United States, has rightly
observed that the purpose of a blind institution fails
completely if its former pupils do not succeed in
securing employment.

In order to solve the problems of changing the
public aititude towards the blind and of their econo-
mic security, all the progressive institutions and or-
ganisations for the blind have appointed publicity
and placement officers, whose business is to acquaint
the public with the needs and abilities of blind indi-
viduals. These officers have succeeded in inducing
the legislatures to enact laws protecting the blind
workers from sighted competition. In Germany, for
instance, every factory or firm must employ a cer-
tain percentage of its workers from among the handi-
capped group. In Great Britain and America, the
blind persons are eligible even for government ap-
pointments.

The question of economic independence of the
blind may be looked at from a different angle. Real
sympathy is shown to blind people not by feeding
them at public or private expense and keeping them
idle at home, but by giving them education and bur-
dening them with work and responsibility. Without
this sense of responsibility, the blind can never take
their legitimate place by the side of their sighted
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peers. As a blind French physician wydte: *‘ So long
as the blind can still bring their 'stone, . however
small it may be, to the building of eivilisation or
bring happiness to their kind, they feel that they
live; and, whatever be the wounds received, they are
not out of the battle of life—the inequality of arms
-only increases their ardour.”

These, ladies and gentlemen, are some of the
many ways in which the workers for the blind abroad
.are trying to make blind individuals useful to them-
selves and to society. We have our own problems
here. There are about 37,000 blind persons in Ben-
gal, and the Calcutta Blind. School is the only insti-
tution of its kind in this province which is trying to
solve some of their problems. It is indeed a huge
task for one organisation to fulfil the various needs
of so many thousands of blind people of this pro-
vince. But, I am sure that, with the help and en-
-couragement of government and public of Bengal,
the Calcutta Blind School will be able to increase its
usefulness and become one of the best institutions of
its kind in India.

I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for allowing
me to take up some of your valuable time. I hope
that you will show your appreciation of one of God’s
best gifts, viz., sight by helping the blind of your
province to help themselves.
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MY SECOND TRIP ROUND THE WORLD

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Chow-
ringhee Y.M.C.A., Calcutta, on the 2nd May, 1940,
under the Chairmanship of Mr. A. K. Shah, Princi-
pal, Caleutta Blind School.)

When I left Calcutta for Europe for the second
time on the 20th September, 1988, on the strength of
a scholarship awarded me by the Government of
Bengal, for the purpose of working for the Ph.D.
degree at the London University in Psychological and
Sociological Problems of Blindness and of the Blind,
I could hardly foresee that my research-work would
be interrupted by another world war, and that
another trip round the world was in store for me be-
fore my return to India.

On my way to England, nothing very important
happened, except that the news of the crisis in
Czechoslovakia, received from the ship wireless,
made all of us a little nervous, and completely upset
a few. Sorne of us even decided to return to India
from Marseilles. which was the next stoppage for
our vessel. However, the fate of Czechoslovakia
was sealed at Munich, and gevery one of us pushed
on with his pre-arranged plan.

On reaching London, I found almost every one
excited over the Czechoslovakian affair. Some dis-
cussed what happened, and others were busy in point-
ing out what might have happened if the Munich
parley did not turn out to be what it was. I heard
that many Indian students had given up their studies
‘and left for India during the days of the crisis.
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However, I started my work at the Institute of
Education, London University. I carried on my re-
search under the guidance of Prof. H. R. Hamley,
the head of Higher Degrees at_the University of
London.

I am thankful to the authorities of the British
Museum for providing me with special facilities for
my study in the reading-room of the Museum.

In addition to my university work, I had to teach
for a few hours every week at the Swiss Cottage
School for the blind, which is one of the best and
largest institutions of its kind in Great Britain. I
found the pupils very interesting, who had lots of
questions to ask, but very few to answer.

Very soon I realised that there were not many
books. required for my particular thesis, in the Bri-
tish libraries. So I proceeded to the United States
of America for the purpose of collecting necessary
data for my research. This was my fourth voyage
over the Atlantic, but not a very pleasant one. The
ocean was very rough throughout the whole trip, and,
consequently, there was very little going on among
the passengers on the ship.

I expected some trouble from the Immigration
Authorities on my arrival at New York, as I had
some unfortunate experience on two previous ocea-
sions. But, since I went as a Government scholar
thig time, I was spared the usual trouble and humi-
liation reserved especially for the Asiatics wishing to
enter the United States. Notwithstanding all my ad-
miration for America and the American people, I am
compelled to admit that the Immigration Laws of
that country are very discriminating against the
people of Asia. I have known many Indians who re-
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ceived unduly harsh and insulting treatment at the
hands of the Immigration Authorities. I wish India
had the power to take adequate steps in preventing
the ocewrence of these unpleasant incidents.

Fortunately, the American people are much
better than their Immigration Laws. I always feel
at home when I am in America or with the American
people. Thev are usually very friendly and informal
in their ways. They know very little about India,
although they are always anxious to know about the
social and religious customs of the Indian people,
their political aspirations, and their attitude towards
the present war. What most of the Americans know
about India are its snakes, Yogis and Maharajas.

Two most exciting events during my stay in
America were the opening of the World’s Fair in New
York, and the visit of His Majesty King George VI to
the United States.

The New York World’s Fair was the largest that
was ever held, and although it proved to be a com-
mercial failure, it provided a grand pageant of mate-
rial progress and wealth.

T finished my work in America and was prepared
to return to England. In the meantime, war broke
out in Europe, and I was advised to return to India.
Since coming through Japan was the safest course,
I decided to take that route.

I visited Japan for the first time in 1988. Life
in Japan seemed to be very different during my
second visit. The people appeared to be more worn
out and impoverished. Prices of almost every thing
went up. Many buses were using coal in the absence
of petrol. More women were engaged in work

6—1516 B
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and business on account of more and more men going
to China as soldiers.

In spite of all this, the Japanese are the most
united nation I have ever seen. There is no protest
against the war in China. Every one takes his suf-
fering as inevitable. The whole nation dreams of
the so-called ‘“ New Order of the East.”” They claim
for themselves a Monroe Doctrine in Asia as the
Americans do in the New Hemisphere.

After we left Japan, our ship called at Honkong,
Singapore, Penang, and Colombo before we reached
Bombay. The trip was long and it took about five
weeks; but it was full of pleasant and varied interests.

Coming to the question of work for the blind in
Amecrica, I may mention that the present-day pheno-
menal advance in this sphere of activity is due main-
Iy to zix factors:—

First, one uniform Braille type was adopted for
all the English-speaking countries in 1932. This has
encouraged the printing of embossed books and
periodicals.

In India, there are numerous systems of Braille
in existence. Unless we can devise a uniform
Braille type for the whole of the country, there will
be plenty of waste and duplication in the printing
of literature for the blind.

Secondly, intelligence and vocational tests have
been adapted for use with blind children. This is a
very important step which should be taken in our
country without any further delay.

Thirdly, the establishment of the American Asso-
ciation of Instructors for the Blind has centralised
and crystallised the work for the blind in that
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country. There is an urgnt need of such an organi-
sation in India.

Fourthly, the American Printing House for the
Blind has advanced the cause of blind education by
printing text-books for school and college students
and books on literature and science for the use of
sightless persons in general. It receives 175,000
dollars (about 600,000 rupees) per annum from the
Federal Government.

We do not have any organisation of this kind in
India. The need of suck a welfare centre can hard-
ly be emphasised.

Fifthly, the American Foundation for the Blind,
which is a clearing house for the blind in the United
States, hLas contributed more towards the progress
of work for the visually handicapped in thal country
than any other single organisation.

It carries on research in the education of the
blind, keeps statistics of blind persons, publishes
journals for the benefit of workers and instructors for
the blind. makes talking-books at its well-equipped
studio, and is engaged in various other activities to-
wards the promotion of the cause of the visually hau-
dicapped persons in America. It is gratifying to note
that this work is being carried on most efficiently
under Mr. Robert B. Irwin, the Executive Director.
who is himself blind.

I hope that an organisation. ke the American
Foundation, may be established in India very soon.

Lastly, and this is a very nmportant factor, the
introduction of training of teachers and workers for
the blind has made blind work most systematic and
efficient. At leasl six universities in America, In-
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cluding the famous Harvard and Columbia Univer-
sities, have introduced such training programmes.

The initiatign of a training coulse of this kind
is an indispensable need in our country.

Besides the above-mentioned six factors, I should
state briefly the actual manner in which the work
for the visually handicapped is handled in the United
States.

The visually handicapped persons have been
divided into three groups: blind. partially-sighted,
and partially-blind.

There are about sixtv-five residential institutions
for the blind in America. These institutions are
equipped with the latest scientific inventions in blind
eduecation, snd directed under the guidance of highly
educated and technically capable prineipals.

The partially-sighted children are taught in ordi-
nary schools, but under special conditions. The sight-
saving programme accomplishes two things: first, it
takes the strain off the vision; and, secondly, it deve-
lops the desirable habit of using other senses to make
up for the visual impairment. All attempts are
made to educate these children and to save their
vision at the same time. Until April, 1938, there
were 571 sight-saving classes serving about 75.0060
partially-sighted children.

Among the partially-sighted children, there are
many who are very likely to lose their sight com-
pletely sooner or later. They usually suffer from
high myopia, progressive diseases of the retina, and
of the choroid, optic nerve atrophy, retinitis pigmen-
tosa, albinism, and so on. These children are called
‘“ partially-blind,”” and provision for their education
is made at residential institutions for the blind.
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I shall conclude by referring to an experiment in
the education of the blind in America. It has been
realised that too muech institutionalisation of blind
children is very harmful to their future life and
career. In large cities, sightless children are sent to
ordinary schools to study side by side with their
sighted brothers and sisters. In every school, there
is a teacher who handles the peculiar problems of
blind children, which ordinary class-room teachers are
not able to solve. This special teacher is always the
recipient of a degree or diploma in the education of
the visually handicapped. There are at present about
twenty-five dav-classes for the blind in the United
States, having about five hundred pupils on their
rolls.

Under the existing economic conditions in our
country, it seems to me that the introduction of such
day-classes for the blind in ordinary schools in large
«cities and towns is highly desirable. Special institu-
tions need plenty of funds to get started, whereas the
appointment of one specially qualified teacher at a
large school is all that is necessary to educate the
hlind children of a particular locality.

There are many other topies which I would like
to discuss in connection with the education of visual-
ly handicapped persons. But my time is limited,
and in the short time I had, I could not do better
than compress the aforesaid points into their present
form.
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EDUCATION OF THE VISUALLY
HANDICAPPED *

A Course adopted at the Calcutta University for the
purpose of training Teachers and Workers for
the Visually Handicapped in India

Approved Syllabus

Panrr T

Hi1STORY AND SURVEY OF THE EDUCATION OF THE
VisvaLLy HaNDICAPPED

The Blind in ancient and medieval times—
Early beginning of the education- of the blind—
Establishment of the first blind school in France—
Spread of blind education in Great Britain, Germany,
Italy, Russia, the United States of America and
Japan—Lives and contributions of illustrious ins-
tructors and workers (Louis Braille, William Moon,
T. R. Armitage, Helen Keller, etc.)—Spread and
growth of blind education in India.

Panrt IT

PsycHOLOGY OF THE VISUALLY HANDICAPPED AND
SpECIAL PROBLEMS IN THEIR EDUCATION

Native and acquired reactions of the visually
handicapped—Training of the tactual, Kinaesthetic-

and auditory reactions—Adaptation of intelligence

* This course was introduced in July, 1940.
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tests for use with blind children—Memory and aids to
memory—Phenomena of retroactive inhibition and
interference—Attention and interest—Means of win-
ning attention and creating interest—Sense-percep-
tion—Perception of space—Theory of facial vision—
Nature of ¥magery among the blind—Reconstructive
and creative imagination—Methods of developing
imagination among the visually handicapped—FEmo-
tional life of the blind—Dreams of the blind—Think-
ing process—Sex behaviour among the blind—Ver-
balism versus reality—Importance of voice and
speech in blind life—Traits demanding special care
for the visually handicapped—Complexes in blind
life and ways of handling them—Nature and deve-
lopment of aesthetic appeal among the blind—
Means of developing aesthetic appreciation—social
adjustment Effects of institutional life on the blind
—Personality integration—Public attitude towards
the blind and its effects.

Part IIT

PracricarL AspicTs oF THE EDUCATION OF THE
VisvarLLy HANDICAPPED

Aims and functions of blind schools—Teaching
aids and appliances for the blind—Tactual education
to the coming of Braille—Invention and develop-
ment of Braille—Growth and development of the
Line Systems—Indian adaptations of Braille—Prob-
lems of securing Braille text-books in India—Library
problems—Talking-books—Problems of illustrations
for the blind—Special methods involved in instruct-
ing the visually handicapped—Problems of adminis-
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tration, management and discipline—Physical educa-
tion of the blind—Their recreations and amusements
—Health of school children—Personal and school
hygiene—Causes and prevention of blindness in
India—FEducation of partially-sighted children—
Education of the blind-deaf-mute—Education of the
adult blind—Education of the mentally retarded
blind—Hereditary blindness and the problem of mar-
riage—Day-school versus residential institution for
the blind—Special responsibility of teachers in res-
pect of visually handicapped children—Higher edu-
cation of the blind—Vocational guidance for the blind
—Problems of the blind after school life—Questions
of economic independence oi the blind and their
social absorption.
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CENSUS OF BLINDNESS *
(A LETTER)

According to the Census Report of 1981, the
number of blind persons in India is a little over

* Published in the Hindusthan Standard, Caleutta, Ttb
February, 1941. :

7—1516 B
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600,000, and in Bengal, their number is over 37,000.
But, those who have worked in connection with
programmes for the prevention of blindness, have
come to realise that these figures have been very
much underestimated. ’

On my return to Calcutta from the United States
last February, I tried my best to impress upon the
Government of India the great need of recording
accurate statistics of blind individuals in this country.
In view of the extremely backward and miserable
‘conditions of the blind in India, the correct census
is indispensable to the inauguration and continuation
of educational and other welfare activities for them
on modern scientific lines.

1 was, however, told by the Central Govern-
ment that the census of blind persons as well as of
those having other physical handicaps, would not be
taken on the ground that it is very difficult to secure
accurate figures of them. I, then, appealed to our
Provincial Government to take the census of blind-
ness in Bengal and I interviewed the proper autho-
rities for this purpose. It seems that the Bengal
Government is hesitating to adopt this measure,
although it will not incur much expense.

The particulars regarding age, sex, religion and
education of every individual, sighted or blind,: will
be recorded in every case. Now, if on another slip,
_one additional question be allowed to be asked as to
how many persons belonging to a family or other
units, are blind, and if a comparable link between
_this additional slip and that recording the age, sex,
etc., ‘of every individual, is established, the ecansus
of the blind of this provinece will be an accomplished
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fact without much expense and trouble to the
‘Government,

It may be stated here that among all physically
‘handicapped groups, blind persons are the easiest to
be spotted out and regorded. The argument, there-
tore, that there should not be any census of physi-
-cally handicapped persons on the ground that it is
very hard for the enumerators to determine the
application to cases of blindness. It may be diffi-
Pphysical handicap of these persons, has very little
cult for one to be sure as to whether a person is
insane or even deaf, but there cannot be any dispute
regarding his blindness.

I, again, appeal to our Government and the
public to take an interest in this matter and, thus,
‘help the much-neglected cause of the blind.

RS

EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS OF BLIND
CHILDREN *

(Speech delivered at the Rotary Club, Calcutta,
-on the 11th February, 1941, under the Chairman-
'ship of the President of the Club.)

Mz.” CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

My first and most obvious duty is to extend my
sincere thanks to the Rotary Club for giving me this

¥ Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, and Amrita
Bazar Patriks, Calcutta (both on the 12th February, 1941);
Hindusthan Standard, Caleutta, and Calcutta Municipal
Gazette, Calcutta (both on the 15th Febr-pal,‘y, 1941 .
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opportunity to say a“few words on the ‘‘ Educational
Problems of Blind Children in India, with particu-
lar reference to those in Bengal.”” The expression
‘““ A few words >’ has been used advisedly; because:
the subject of my talk involvey and implies problems:
of such variety and complexity that it is impossible
for me to touch them, much less to discuss them:
within the time at my disposal. I have, therefore,
selected three main problems for discussion, and I
hope that the hurried way in which I shall have to’
dispose of themi, may not affect the vital points of
my discourse.

According to the Census Report of 1931, the
number of blind pergons in India is a little over
600,000. This represents the largest incidence of
blindness' recorded in any country, although those:
working in connection with programmes for the pre-
vention of blindness, think that the statistics of the
sightless individuals in this country is muech higher-
than what has been stated in the 1931 Census Re-
port:” In the said Census Report, the number of
blind persons in Bengal is stated to be over 87,000.
What has already been remarked about the all-India
statistics of the blind applies with equal force to
the number of the blind in this province. . ‘

There is, thus, an urgent need of recording accu-
rate statistics of the blind in this country. In Great
Britain and America, there are provisions for taking
special census of the blind, and every effort is made
to secure correct figures. The Government of India
have, however, decided not to include statistics of
the blind and other physically handicapped persons
in, the forthcoming Census Report. The alleged
reason for this decision i$ that it is very difficult for-
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“the enumerators to secure correct and adequate in-
formation about these afflicted persons. On return
from my European and American tours last year, I
appealed to the Central Government and the Govern-
ment of Bengal to take the census of the blind,
and, as an incorrigible optimist, I still hope that
my appeal will not go in vain.

The number of sightless hoys and girls, to whose
ducational problems I shall confine my discussion
to-day, is about $0,000 in India, and about 5,000 in
this province. They are between the ages of 5 and
15. There are about 22 or 23 blind institutions in
this country where about 1,000 blind boys and girls
are receiving education. In other words. about 49,000
blind children are being deprived of the bless-
ing of education owing to the lack of facilities, In
Bengal, provision for accommodation of about 200
blind children has been made in the local blind
school, which is the only one of its kind in this pro-
vince. Due to the deplorable financial conditions
of the parents and guardians of blind children, the
total enrolment at this school does mnot usually
exceed 100 boys and girls. How shall we meet the
educational needs of the rest of the blind children
in this province?

A question may be asked at this stage of our
discussion: ‘There are so many millions of, sighted
children in this country who are going without
education ; why should I, then, raise an issué about
the lack of educational opportunities for 8 few
thousand children without sight? To this my answer
is that it is highly regrettable for any country not to
be able to make any provision for the education of
€0 many millions of her children. However, I be-
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lieve that sightless children have a more urgent need'
of education than even the seeing. There are main-
ly two reasons in support of this belief:

First, the blind persons cannot be employed in
any work without receiving a systematic training
and education extending over several years, while
there are various spheres of activity for the seeing
mdividuals, in which they may be employed with-
out such protracted training and education. In
_these activities, the mere possession of sight, com-
bined with some amount of common sense, is all that
is needed to qualify a person for employment.

Secondly, the seeing people are able to move:
freely and have several interests to keep themselves
busy with. But the sightless individuals have to-
carry on a dreary and monotonous existence and
have a feeling of hopelessness and aloneness in the-
world if they are not taught some art or craft, which
will keep them occupied and make them feel that
time, after all, moves. Helen Xeller, the world-
famous blind-deaf-mute scholar, has rightly remark-
ed, “ The heaviest burden on the blind is not
blindness, but idleness '

Our first problem, then, is how to extend facili-
ties for the education of our blind children. This can
easily be done if we adopt the new educational
philosoghy and practice that has been current in dif-
ferent countries of Europe and America since the
‘beginning of the present century. This consists of
the introduction of the education of the blind in
schools for the seeing.

We usually believe that a special residential’
institution is the only place where blind children can.



PROBLEMS OF BLIND CHILDREN 108

be educated. This was also the belief in Europe
and America about half a century ago. But most of
the present educators of the blind in those countries
hold that it is better for blind children to be educated
with their seeing compatriots in ordinary schocls than
in special institutions where their association is
confined only to those having the similar physical
handicap. '

Admitting for the sake of argument that resi-
dential institutions are better suited to the needs of
sightless children, we shall have to have a good deal
of funds for the purpose of establishing new institu-
tions throughout the country. It is, however, ap-
parent to all of us here that it is very difficult, if
not impossible, to eollect necessary funds to build
institutions sufficient to meet the demands of 50,000
blind children.

The day-school for the blind does not, however,
invovle much expense to the parents and guardians
of children without sight. Blind boys and girls at-
tend the ordinary schools of their locality with their
sighted brothers and sisters and pay the same tuition
fee. They receive lessons in the same class with
other pupils. On the teaching staff, there is one
who is specially trained in the education and psycho-
logy of the blind. He spends some time every day
with the blind children of his school and helps them
in their peculiar difficulties. Otherwise,.there is no
distinetion between blind and seeing children in an
ordinary school. :

Apart from & few isolated instances of some

blind pupils having successfully prosecuted their
studies with their seeing classmates in ordinary
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schools, the idea of this kind of co-education is rather
an innovation in the educational philosophy in our
country. In the Western countries, however,
specially in the United States of America, this idea
was, a8 stated before, carried into practice about half
a century ago. As early as 1851, Samuel Gridley
Howe, the first Director of the Perkins Institution
for the Blind, one of the three leading blind schools
in the United States, stressed the various advantages
derivable from the co-education of blind and sighted
children in ordinary schools. Since the execution of
" this idea in actual practice in 1900, this movement
in America has become so popular among the par-
ents and guardians of visually handicapped children
and among the children themselves that, according to
an educational survey in 1936, there were more blind
and partially-sighted boys and girls studying in ordi-
nary schools than those enrolled at residential insti-
tutions for the blind—the recorded number being
7,251 in ordinary schools and 5,851 in special institu-
tions. A particular note should be taken of the fact
that, although the first residential school for the
blind in America was established 68 years before this
amalgamated education took & practical shape, yet,
in course of only 36 years, ordinary seeing schools
served the educational needs of a larger number of
visually handicapped boys and girls than the insti-
tutions for the blind, of which there are over 60 in
the United States! In the New York city, four
schools for the seeing have introduced the education
of the blind in spite of the existence of two resi-
dential institutions for the blind in that city.
There must be very good reasons for the pheno-
menal growth of this particular variety of co-educa-



tion in America. In view of the short time at my
«disposal, I shall mention only six of these reasons:

1. *“ The principle of the day-school is nothing
but the manifestation of the scientific convietion,
found in evidence in more than one field of educa-
tion and of child welfare to-day, that institutional
life for children should be reduced to its lowest pos-
sitle limits. Tt results from a general belief that
the institution is more or less cut of place in modern
conceptions of the treatment of the child, and is to
be acceped only in the absence of anything better.”
Frank H. Hall, one of the most notable educationists
of the blind in America, believed firmly that *‘ The
institutionalisat®n of blind children constitutes a
handicap in later life even more serious than the lack
of vision.”” As a result of this institutionalisation,
a blind child is made to feel dependent upon the rest
of the society and is led to believe that the world
owes him a living. Such an attitude chills personal
efforts and ambitions; and causes blindness to be
associated with social parasitism in the minds of the
seeing peoplé. Besides, living constantly with
children similarly afflicted, blind children, in many
cases, cannot develop normal personalities. At the
end of this segregation from society for several years,
they find it very difficult to adjust themselves psy-
chologically to the seeing world. The proposed co-
education is free from these shortcomings.

2. The parents and guardians sare more fami-
liar with ordinary schools than with special institu-
tions, and they prefer to send their blind children
to the seeing schools. Special institutions are usually
looked upon with suspicion by them.
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3. According to the modern principles of edu-
cational psychology, an institution ean never take the
place of home. Due to the long residence in a
special institution, a blind child’s attitude towards.
home and the members of his family undergoes a
considerable .change The parents themselves come
ta think in course of time that there is another
agency to take care of their blind child, and, thus,
do not discharge their parental cbligations to the
extent they should. The home contacts give the
blind child an appreciative understanding of their
‘economic problems of the home and urge him to
make an effort towards self-support.

4. The standard of education iy special institu-
tions is very often inferior to that obtainable in ordi-
nary seeing schools. Dr. Merry, one of the Ameri-
can authorities on blind education, has rightly
remarked :

‘*“ It should be pointed out that on the whole:
day-school classes for blind children are not so prone
to adhere to outworn theories and methods as are
residential institutions. The fact that these classes
are recognised part of the public school systems of
cities where they are located, tends to bring them in
line with the best current educational practices for
seeing children.”’

5. If the blind children attend ordinary schools,
the seeing people get a better opportunity to be con-
versant with the needs and problems arising out of
the deprivation of vision. Besides, ihe sighted and
the sightless children lcarn to understand each other
from their early association in their school life, and
the question of superiority or inferiority complex

,can hardly arise.
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8. Lastly, the maintenance cost in a day-school
is about 50% less than in a special institution.
Having regard to our presént economic conditions,
this financial argument should be most telling. The-
parents and guardians are ususlly too poor to send
their sightless children and wards to the existing
institutions situated far away from their homes and
to meet the expenses necessary for education in resi-
dential schools. Why cannot these children stay in
their own homes and receive education in the ordi-
nary schools of their locality? Of course, they can
and this is the only way in which this perplexing
educational problem of so many thousands of sight-
less boys and girls in our province as well as in the
rest of India can be solved without much expense to
parents and guardians.

After we have discussed the problem as to where-
blind children should be educated, we are confronted’
with our second problem, viz., who is fit to educate
them? We, in India, are under the impression
that the teachers and workers for the blind do not
need a good University education and a training in
the special methods and techniques in the education
of the visually handicapped. Nothing can be farther
from the truth. The education of the visually handi-
capped has become such a technical &nd a grow-
ing subject that no one can be expected to render
efficient service without a systematic training in this.
specialised field. A good University education is-
also indispensable to the leadership in the realm of
blind education. One of the causes of the extreme
backwardness of the education of the blind in our
country is the absence of these two qualifications.
among most of our teachers and workers:
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The picture is completely different in FEurope
and America. The leaders of blind education in the
Western countries are usually in possession of high
academic education, including the highest degrees of
the University. Without this, they feel that they
cannot do justice to the intricate problems of blind
education and psychology. On the other hand, ade-
quate arrangements have been made to provide
technical education to the intending teachers and
workers for the blind. There are three centres in
Great Britain and at least six Universities in the
United States, including the famous Columbia and
Harvard Universities, where regular courses are
given for the purpose of providing specialised know-
ledge and experience in the realm of blind education.

The Calcutte University has inaugurated such a
coutse of education at its Teachers’ Training De-
partment from the commencement of the present
academic session. This is the first time in the
educational history of this country that a University
has incorporated a subject of this nature into its
curriculum. There are, at present, 40 students tak-
ing this course, and they will be the.pioneers to
guide the education of blind children in seeing
schools. ,

We, now, come to the printing and library
problems in the education of blind children, our
third and last topic for to-day’s discussion. The suc-
cess of litergry education of the blind is dependent
to a large extent on the availability of a sufficient
quantity of reading matter in Braille. It is very
expensive to purchase Braille books and periodicals
from abroad. Besides, it is pot ordinarily possible
to get Braille literature in the Indian languages. from
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other countries. Under these -circumstances, the
only possible solution of the problem of having an
adequate number of books and journals in Braille is
to install a Braille printing press. To have a press
is, in the long run, much cheaper than buying books
from abroad. The need of such & press has been
keenly felt for a long time by the workers and
instructors of the blind in this country. It is &
matter of deep regret that the boys and girls of blind
schools in India have to continue the hard task of
embossing their text-books with their own hands.
This practice involves a great hardship and a huge
waste of time on the part of these school children.
Reading and writing Braille is a much more slow and
tedious process than ordinary reading and writing,
and the education of these children is, thus, slow and
unpleasant for having to transeribe their own books.
If we have a Braille printing press of our own and
print the books for the use of blind schools in India,
the task of educating blind children will be much
more pleasant and efficient than what it used to be
and has been up till now.

I may state that all the large organisations for
the blind in the countries I visited, have Braille
printing presses for embossing books and journals for
those who need them. The National Library for the
Blind, T.ondon, has about half a million Braille books.
which it lends out free to all who ask for them. The
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., and the Pub-
lic Library for the Blind in New York, have a still
larger number of books for the free use of the blind.
The Federal Government of the United States do-
nates 225,000 dollars per annum to the American
Printing House for the Blind for the purpose of em-
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bossing text-books for sehool and college students as
well as books of general interests. In addition, there
are about four scores of journals published in the
English Braille. In England and America, there are
weekly journals in Braille, and I saw in Japan a daily
newspaper printed in the embossed character.

There should be a Braille printing press at some
central organisation in our country, and books and
journals should be printed for the use of the blind,
both children and adults. \

I thank you, again, ladies and gentlemen, for
giving me this opportunity to speak to you and for
your patient hearing. I shall be very glad to answer
your questions in connection with my speech, that
you may be pleased to ask. Thank you.

THE BLIND TO BE TAUGHT WITH
THE SEEING*

(A LETTER)

My attention has recently been drawn to a re-
port published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika of the
25th December, 1940, regarding the training of
teachers and workers for visually handicapped per-
sons, carried on at the Calcutta University. One

* Published in the Amrite Bazar Patrika, Calcutta,
18th February, 1941. A very favourable nofice of this letter
was taken editorially by the same paper on the 14th February,
1941, :
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;statement in the report is a little misleading, and I
should like to correct and explain it in the interest of
the particular department of our University, which
has tsken such an important step in the education
.of the sightless boys and girls of our province.

The statement in question runs thus:

‘“ After about a month’s labour, 50 instru-
ments have been manufactured under the
supervision of the Head of the Department, Dr.
P. N. Ghose, for those who are now being
trained as teachers for blind schools by the blind
scholar, Mr. 8. C. Roy, at the Teachers’ Train-
ing Department of the University.”

There is not the slightest doubt that many of
those who are and will be receiving this special
training at the Calcutta University, will be employed
in different blind institutions of our country, since
ours is the only University in India which has in-
augurated this kind of training programme. The
scope of this training programme is, however, much
wider than mere supplying teachers for the existing
blind schools of our country. We are trying to-
popularise the education of blind children in schools
for the seeing, and the majority of these specially
trained teachers will be in demand in order to meet
the peculiar problems of blind children in seeing
‘schools.

Apart from a few isolated instances of some blind
pupils having successtully prosecuted their studies
with their seeing compatriots in ordinary schools,
the idea of this kind of co-education is rather an in-
novation in the educational philosophy in our
.country. In the Western countries, however, spe-
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cially in the United States of America, this ides
was carried into practice about half a century ago.
As early as 1851, Samuel Gridley. Howe, the first
Director of the Perkin's Institution for the Blind,
one of the three leading blind schools in the United:
States, stressed the various advantages derivable
from the co-education of blind and sighted children
in ordinary schools. Since the execution of this idea
in actual practice in 1900, this movement in America
has become so popular among the parents and guar-
dians of visually handicapped children and among the
children themselves that, according to an educa-
tional survey in 1936, there were more blind and
partially-sighted boys and girls studying in ordinary
schools than those enrolled at residential institutions
for the blind—the recorded number being 7,251 iw
ordinary schools, and 5,851 in special institutions.
A particular note should be taken of the fact that,
although the first residential school for the blind in
America was established 68 vears before this amal-
gamated education took a practical shape, yet, in
course of only 86 years, the ordinary seeing schools
served the educational needs of a larger number of
sightless and partially-sighted boys and girls than
the institutions for the blind, of which ’ohere are over-
60 in the United States.

There must be very good reasons for the pheno--
menal growth of this particular variety of co-educa-
tion in America. Owing to several reasons,—social,
psychological, financial, etc., into which I can-
not enter here, most of the experts on blind educa-
tion believe that ‘‘ The institutionalization of blind
children constitutes a handicap in later life—even
more serious than lack of vision.”
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India affords an excellent opportunity for this
co-education. According to the Census Report of
1981, there are, in our country, about 50,000 blind
boys aund girls between the ages of 5 and 15. There
are about 23 residential institutions which are trying‘
to take care of the educational needs of such a huge
number !

In Bengal, there are about 5,000 blind boys and
girls of school-going age, and there is only one blind
school which cannot accommodate more than 200
pupils at the most. How will the rest of the blind
children receive the blessing of education? The
answer is, they should be educated with their sighted
brothers and sisters in ordinary schools.

Leaving social, psychological and other reasons
out of consideration, just the financial reason is
strong enough for the purpose of introducing the
education of blind children in ordinary seeing schools.
We  have hardly any funds for building new
institutions for the blind, and the parents and
guardians are usually too poor to send their sight-
less children and wards to the existing institutions
situated far away from their homes and to meet the
expenses necessary for education in a residential
school. Why cannot these children stay in their
own homes and receive education in the ordinary
schools of their locality? Of course, they can, and
this is the only way in which the educational prob-
lems of so many thousands of sightless boys and
girls in omr province as well as in the rest of India
can be solved without much expense to parents and
guardians.

I shall always be very glad and willing to dis-
cuss details of how this co-education may

8—1516 B
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work satisfactorily, with anyone interested in the
matter. We may not be able to restore physical
light to sightless eyes, but we can certainly pro-
vide inner light and happiness to blind boys and
girls, in spite of their lack of vision, through educa-
tion and work. Shall we?

LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND IN INDIA *

(Outline of a scheme circulated among the mem-
bers of this new institution and placed before them
at their inaugural meeting, held at the Caleutta Uni-
versity on the 3rd April, 1941, under the Chairman-
ship of Dr. 8. P. Mookerjee).

In view of the extremely deplorable conditions
of the blind in our province as well as of those in the
rest of our country, I am very anxious to introduce
some items of welfare work which will ameliorate
their lot to a considerable extent. Although the
number of blind persons in Bengal was, according to
the Census Report of 1931, a little over 37,000 and
that of India, over 600,000, yet the important
measures which I shall mention very briefly in the
following pages, have, unfortunately, not been
attempted anywhere in this country.

Through the generosity of the University
of Calcutta and, later, of the GoYernment

* Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, 5th April, 1941;
.Amprita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, Hindusthan Standard, Cal-
cutta, and Jugantar, Calcutta (all on the 6th April, 1941).
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of Bengal, I had the opportunity of studying
the problems of blipdness and of the blind in all
their aspects in different countries of Europe, in
America, and Japan, and I feel that it is both my
duty and privilege to better the existing conditions
of my fellow-sufferers in this country by applying the
up-to-date methods employed in the education and
welfare work for the blind abroad. In order to ful-
fil this mission, T need the co-operation and financial
support of both the public and Government.

An organisation, which may provisionally be
called, Lighthouse for the Blind, should be estab-
lished in Calcutta under the supervision and direc-
tion of a Committee of Management. This Com-
mitte will be composed of people selected from
among the different communities in Bengal.

Lighthouses for the Blind exist and are flourish-
ing in almost every country of Europe, America, and
Japan. The Lighthouse in Japan was established
by Mr. Takeo TIwaheshi, an educated blind gentle-
man, who is also the director of the .said organisa--
tion. There is no such organisation in India, and
Bengal will set a noble example by helping to found
the first Lighthouse for the Blind in our country.

The proposed Lighthouse for the Blind will deal
with the following activities:

I. Education and Training of the Adult Blind

The lot of the blind adults of our
country is very pitiable indeed. Although they
constitute over 80 per cent. of the total num-
ber of blind persons in almost every province, yet
practically nothing has so far been done to ame-
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liorate their conditions and remove the depressing
monotony of their lives through education and em-
ployment. Generally, the blind adults in India just
remain at home, if they have any, end spend their
days lamenting over their physical handicap, blam-
ing God and society.

In the Western countries, however, the picture
is completely different. Through the co-operation of
the Government and publie, light-houses and other
centres have been established where the adult blind
receive education and training in accordance with
their individual needs. Most of the employable blind
adults have been given suitable employments by
means of which they have become completely or par-
tially self-supporting. The County Councils in Great
Britain have opened speccial departments, sponsoring
programmes of training and employment for the
adult blind in their particular areas. In almost every
State of the United States of America, there is a
Government department, known as the State Com-
mission for the Blind, which deals with the needs
and problems of the adult blind in that State. In
both these countries, pensions have been introduced
and Homes established for those blind adults who
are found to be definitely unemployable. According
to a Law, recently enacted by the British Parliament,
a blind adult is to be pensioned off at the age of 40,
while a sighted person is not entitled to his pension
before he is 65.

The above brief sketch of what is being done for
the blind adult in Great Britain and the United
States of America, where their number is so very
much less than the number of the adult blind in
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India, is an adequate commentary of what should be
done for the blind adults in our country.

Roughly speaking, the term *‘‘ adult blind ” in-
cludes blind persons who are 16 years of age
and over. It comprises two distinet groups of people
having different psychological and social problems,
viz., those who lost their sight from birth or during
the early vears of their lives, and those who became
blind in later years.

According to the Census Report of 1931, there
were, in Beugal, about 83,000 blind persons ahove
the age of 16 out of a total of about 87,000 blind per-
sons, belonging to all age levels. In other words,
more than 80% of blind individuals in this province
are adult. This ratio of the adult blind to the total
of blind persons holds good with slight variations in
almost every other province in India.

Although some provision, however inadequate
it may be, bas been made for the education and'
training of blind boys and girls of school-going age
in all provinces except a few, vet, as stated before,
practienlly nothing has been done for the adult blind
who form such a huge majority of the sightless com-
munity in every province. It can be easily imagined
how blank, empty, and dependent the life of a per-
son becomes, who has the misfortune of losing his
eye=sight in his adulthood., After this cabastrophe,
he has to face not only the psychological problems
of adjusting himself to his family, friends, and re-
latives, but also the problems of earning his liveli-
hood and lessening the burden of his life by keeping
himself occupied with some sort of activity. In our
«country, there is no arrangement of imparting train- -
ing to these unfortunate individuals, which will
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make them fit for some productive work. As a re-
sult, they ecither swell the number of beggars
or become hopeless and contemptible dependents orn
their relatives and fricnds.

In my opinion, the blind pcople have a more
urgent need for education than cven the seceing.
There are mainly two reasons in support of this
opinion :

First., the blind persons cannot be employved in
any work without receiving a systematic training and
education extending over several years, while there
are various spheres of activity for the seeing indivi-
duals in which thev may be employed without such
proiracted training and education. In thosc activi-
ties, the mere possession of sight, combined with
some amount of commonsense, is all that is needed
to qualify a person for employment.

Secondly, the seeing people are able to move
about freely and have several interests to keep them-
selves busy with. DBut the sightless individuals have
to carry on a dreary and monotonous existence and
have a feeling of hopelessness and aloneness in the
world if they are not taught some art or craft which
will keep them occupied and make them feel that
time, after all, moves.

At the proposed Lighthouse, I shall make
arrangements to teach DBraille and provide lite-
ravy, industrial, and musical education for the blind
adults in this province as well as for those from other
provinces, who would care to take advantage of these
facilities.

The type of education will have to be adjusted
. to the needs of individual cases, and this training
will help them to be contributing members of society.
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I shall now close this particular discussion by
referring tc the education and training of a very im-
portant group of blind adults. These are the persons
who have been or will be deprived of their eye-sight
in war. ITvery war is responsible for a large volume
of blindness, ard the persons losing their sight have
serious problems of {raining and employment facing
them when they return from the battle-field. To
solve these problems, Sir Arthur Pearson, himself
blind, founded St. Dunstan’s in London. At present,
branches of this organisation have been established
all over the British Empire except in India.* I had
the privilege of meeting Sir Tan Fraser, a blind ex-
member of the House of Commons, and the present
Chairman of St. Dunstan’s in London, and of discuss-
ing with him the problems of war-blinded soldiers
tackled by his organisation. I also had the oppor-
tunity of studying the work done by the Lighthouse
at Paris on behalf of war-blinded ecivilians.

India has its own problems in this connection,
and the Iighthouse in question can very well take
care of themn. It is only right and proper that the
people who have lost and will lcse their eye-sight
for the defence of their country, should be
given an opportunity to be happy and respectable
members of society through education and employ-
ment.

* Sce the second foot-note to the speech entitled, *‘* How
the Blind can help War cfforts and how we can help the War-
blinded,” included elsewhere in this hook, in which the infor-
mation about the cstablishment of St. Dunstar’'s in India
in July, 1943, has been stated.
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II. Installation of a Braille Printing Press

The success of literary education for the blind is
dependent to a large extent on the availability of a
sufficient quantity of reading material in Braille. It
is very expensive to purchase Braille books and
periodicals from abroad. Besides, it is not ordinarily
possible to get Braille literature in the Indian
languages from other countries.

Under these circumstances, the only possible
solution of the problem of having an adequate num-
ber of books and journals in Braille, is to install a
Braille printing press. -To have a press is, in the
long run, much cheaper than buying books from
abroad. The need of such a press has been keenly
felt for a long time by the workers and instructors of
the blind in this country. It is a matter of deep re-
gret that the boys and girls of blind schools in India
have to continue the hard task of embossing their
text-books with their own hands. This practice in-
volves a great hardship and a huge waste of time on
the part of these school children. TIf we have a
Braille press of our own and print books for the use
of the blind school of our province as well as those of
other provinces, the task of educating blind children
will be much more pleasant and efficient than what
it used to be and has been up till now.

The press is also absolutely necessary for the
purpose of printing books on literature, science, etc.,
for the use of the adult blind. In the absence of
printed Braille books, the blind adults will have to
transcribe their most-needed books with their own
hands. Obviously, it is not possible to transcribe
many books in this way, and the inevitable result
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will be that the blind adults will not be very keen
about learning how to read and write Braille. I may
mention here that reading and writing Braille is a
much more slow and tedious process than ordinary
reading and writing, and the education will be slower
and more unpleasant if they have to transecribe their
own books.

I may state, for general information, that all the
large organisations for the blind in the countries I
visited, have Braille printing presses for embossing
books and journals for those who need them. The
National Library for the Blind, London, has about
hal? a million Braille books which it lends out free
to all who ask for them. The Library of Congress
in Washington, D.C., and the Public Library for the
Blind in New York, have a still larger number of
books for the free use of especially the adult blind.
The Federal Government of the United States do-
nates 225,000 dollars per annum to the American
Printing House for the Blind for the purpose of em-
bossing text-books for school and college students as
well as books of general interest.

There should be a Braille printing press at our
proposed Lighthouse. I visited several Braille print-
ing plants in Europe and America, studying carefully
the mechanisms of the machines, and I shall be able
to render assistance in the growth and development
of such n plant at the Lighthouse. It inay be stated
here that in New York and Japan, some of these
presses are managed by blind people.
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III. Education of Blind-Deaf-Mute Children and
Adults

In addition to the visually handicapped, there is
another group of individuals who are more unfor-
tunate, and whose educational problems are more
difficult to solve. These are the blind-deaf-mute
persons, suffering from the triple handicap of blind-
ness, deafness, and dumbness. Helen Keller, Laura
Bridgman, and a few others have shown what these
people can do if educational facilities are provided for
them. During my second visit to America, I dis-
cussed with Miss Helen Keller the problems of the
blind-deaf-mute, and studied the methods of teach-
ing them. ,

According to the Census Report of 1931, there
were, in Bengal, 179 blind-deaf-mute persons, and
1,072 in the whole of India.

I consider it very necessary to introduce the
education of these unfortunate persons at the pro-
posed Lighthouse. Such education has not been at-
tempted anywhere in India, except in a blind
institution in Bombay.

It may be stated here that the education of these
persons is a costly affair, since they need individual
attention and supervision during the whole day and
night. However, to awaken their minds and to
make them sensitive to the impressions of the ob-
jective world, in spite of the most important gates
of knowledge shut, is worth spending all the money
that is available.

In Burope and America, the education and train-
ing of these persons was introduced about the middle
of the last century and there has been a remarkable
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progress in this field in course of only one-hundred
vears. In Great Britain and the United States,
special journals are published for these and special
radio-sets have been made in the United States for
their use. I strongly believe that no person in the
world will have the slightest hesitation in rendering
substantial assistance in carrying out a scheme for
educatirg thosc who cannot see, hear and speak. To
make their hopelessly miserable lives worth living
should be the concern of one and all, claiming the
possession of a heart.

I may state here that my wife Mrs. Evelyn
Roy, who comes from the United States, wrote an
article deseribing the methods of educating the blind-
deaf-mute, which was published in the Statesman of
the 29th September, 1940. She studied with me the
up-to-date methods of teaching these triply-handi-
capped individuals, and she will be very glad to offer
her services at the Lighthouse on a purely voluntary
basis.

IV. Department of Publicity, Placement, und
General Welfare Work for the Blind

The importance of a department at the proposed
Lighthouse dealing with publicity, placement, and
other items of welfare work for the blind, can hardly
be emphasised. This work is considered to be so
essential that every large organisation for the blind
abroad has on its staff a publicity and placement
officer. ‘

There should be a ceaseless publicity to the work
done by, or on behalf of, the blind individuals
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if their social or economic status is to be im-
proved. It is rightly believed that the sight-
less persons suffer more from  the illogical
public attitude towards them than from the
deprivation of their vision. The sighted public
of every country, especially that of India, have very
poor and inadequate conceptions of the abilities and
educational needs of blind individuals. It is.through
constant and vigorous agitation by means of press,
platform and radio that these misconceptions have
to be removed. To change the present public atti-
tude towards the blind should be the ultimate goal
of every blind organisation, and when this ideal will
be realised, 75% of the welfare work for the blind
will be done,

In order to give a regular publicity to the needs
and problems of the blind, I intend to publish a jour-
nal once every two months, in which I shall record
the activities of the proposed Lighthouse and write
articles on blind education and blind psychology in
general. This publication will make the public fami-
liar with the ways and needs of the blind, and it will
also lead to the co-ordination of the welfare work for
the blind all over India. At present, there is no
exchange of ideas among the different blind organi-
sations of our country. This kind of isolation re-
tards the progress of blind education to a consider-
sable extent. The publication of the journal will
create a better understanding among the organisa-
tions for the blind and will accelerate the advance
of work for the visually handicapped. This journal
will, to some extent, follow the model of the *“ New
Beacon,” published by the National Institute for
the Blind in London, and ‘‘ Outlook for the Blind,”
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published by the American Foundation for the Blind
in New York.

The function of placement is a very important
phase of blind work. What will the blind men and
women do at the end of their education and train-
ing? The employers are usually very suspicious
about their abilities, and hence, reluctant to engage
them. If the blind individuals cannot secure suit-
able empleyment, what is the use of their education?
The public should be made to realise that the money
they spend to educate the blind, is spent in vain if
later tkeﬁ refuse to provide them with suitable em-
ployment.

It is obvious that we, in India, are losing very
heavily by refusing to employ blind individuals. Our
society has to bear the burden of these people any-
how; why should it not, then, take something out of
them? Besides, in certain spheres of activity, the
blind individuals can render better and more effi-
cient service than even the seeing. The Western
countries have realised this truth and have been
prompt to take advantage of it.

There is another way of looking at it. Real
sympathy is shown {o blind persons not by feeding
them at public expensc and keeping them idle at
home, but by giving them education and burdening
them wit), work and responsibility. This truth has
not been realised in India, and all efforts in helping
the blind have, thus, been misguided and abortive.
Dr. Childs, Professor of Psychology at Teachers’
College, Columbia University, has rightly said:

*“ For an individual to be a member of a society
and yet have no responsible part in its aciivities is a
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form of social ostracism that breeds disastrous spiri-
tual consequences.”’

The task of the publicity and placement officer
is to solve the economic problems of the blind as far
as possible. He studies the market conditions and
provides the necessary vocational guidance to the
blind. He meets the employer personally and tries
to convince him of the abilities of a particular blind
candidate for a situation. As a result of such con-
stant and watcehful vigilance over the needs and prob-
lems of blind persons, the sightless individuals of
the Western countries and of Japan have become
much more normalised and socialised than those in
our country.

Besides publicity and placement, the proposed
Lighthouse will engage itself in carrying out several
other items of welfare work for the blind. Since the
Lighthouse will be the first of its kind not only in
this province, but in the whole of India, it will natu-
rally be called upon to face and solve various prob-
lems of the blind in this country. To illustrate just
a few of these items of welfare work for the blind, I
may state the following:

(a) To record and disseminate correct statistics
of the blind. These statitsics will include the
causes of blindness, the age when blindness
occurred, and other facts about each blind individual.
The detailed knowledge of these facts is, as is ap-
parent, indispensable to Ffurther development and
progress in the education and psychology of the blind.

(b) To initiate certain legislations intended to
improve the general conditions of the blind. Several
enactments of this nature have been enforced in
many countries of Europe and America. To men-
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tion just two of them, ‘‘ The Blind Persons Act,”
1920, passed by the British Parliament, and, ‘‘ Ran-
-dolph-Sheppard Act,”” 1985, passed by the Congress
of the United States of America, have provided for
many compensatory privileges for the blind in those
countries and improved their lot considerably.

(r) To organise a club for the blind, where
they meet occasionally and discuss the ways and
means of bettering their conditions. Games and
other recreational activities will alsc be carried on at
the said club.

(d) To open new avenues of employment for
the blind in this country, as has been done in the
West and in Japan. For instance, in Great Britain
and America, there is no bar against biind persons
being cligibie for Government service. In Germany,
a specified percentage of the employees in a large
factory must be taken fromn amcng the physically
handicapped persons. In Japan, the profession of
massage has been virtually restricted to visually
handicapped persons.

In the foregoing pages, I have mentioned only
four items of work which the proposed Lighthouse
will undertake as soon as it is established. There
arc several other important educational and welfare
programmes for the visually handicapped, e.g., edu-
cation of pre-school blind children, education of
children with partial vision, provisiors for the un-
educable and the unemployable blind, active re-
search-work in the psychology and education of the
blind, etc., which will be taken up later when the
Lighthouse will have more funds at its disposal.

We should inaugurate our new institution with-
out any further delay on the basis of the brief
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scheme, as outlined in the preceding pages. Tt is
very likely that difficulties in galore will present
themselves in the wake of the execution of our plan;
but we shall have to proceed onward in spite of them
in the interest of the blind in India, who are anxious-
ly waiting to be retrieved from the most hopeless
and helpless condition in which they find themselves
to-day on account of the culpable inaction and indif-
ference of the public in this matter. May God
inspire us with the courage and the spirit of sacri-
fice indispensable to the type of work we are going
to undertake.

PROBLEMS OF THE ADULT BLIND *

(Speech delivered at the Rotary Club, Caleutta,
on the 8rd June, 1941, under the Chairmanship of
the President of the Club.)

MRr. CrHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I am extremely thankful to you, members of the
Rotary Club, for giving me the opportunity of ad-
dressing you for the second time. In my first
speech, I discussed the problems in the education
of blind children. To-day, I shal! place before you
a few typical problems in the life of an adult blind

* Published in the Statesman, Calcutla and Amrita Bazar
Patrika, Calcutta (both on the 4th June, 1941): Hindusthan
Standard, Calcutta, 5th June, 1941; and Eastern Rotary
Wheel, Calcutta, July, 1941.
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person in our country and suggest the ways in which
those problems can be solved. Owing to the limita-
tion of time, my narrative has to be very brief.

The lot of the blind adults of our country is
very pitiable indeed!  Although they constitute
about 90% of the total number of blind persons in
almost every province, yet practically nothing has
so far been done to ameliorate their conditions and
remove the depressing monotony of their lives
through education and employment. Generally, the
blind adults in India just remain at home, if they
have any, and spend their days lamenting over their
physical handicap and blaming God and society.

In the Western countries, however, the picture
is completely different. Through the co-operation of
the Government and the public, TLighthouses and
other centres have been established, where the adult
blind receive education and training in accordance
with their individual needs. Most of the employ-
able blind adults have been given suitable employ-
ments by means of which they have become com-
pletely or partially self-supporting. = The County
Councils in Great Britain have opened special de-
partments sponsoring programmes of training and
ernployment for the adult blind in their particular
areas. In almost every State of the United States
of America, there is a Government Department,
known as the ‘‘ State Commission for the Blind,’’
which deals with the needs and problems of the adult
blind in that particular State. In both these coun-
tries, pensions have been introduced and homes
established for those blind adults who are found to be
definitely unemplovable. According to a law. re-
cently enacted by the British Parliament, & blind

 9-1516 B
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adult is to be pensioned off at the age of 40, while a
sighted person is not entitled to his pension before
he is 65.

The above brief sketch of what is being done
for the blind adults in Great Britain and the United
States .of America, where their number is so very
much less than the number of the adult blind in
India, is an adequate commentary on what should
be done for them in our country.

Roughly speaking, the term ‘‘ Adult blind ' in-
cludes blind persons who are 16 years of age and
over. It comprises two distinet groups of people
having different psychological and social problems,
viz., those who lost their sight from birth or during
the early years of their lives, and those who have
become blind in later years.

According to the Census Report of 1981, there
were, in Bengal, about 33,000 adult blind above the
age of 16 out of a total of about 88,000 blind per-
sons, belonging to all age levels. In other words,
about 90% of the blind individuals of this province
are adult. This ratio of the adult blind to the total
of blind persons holds good with slight variations in
almost every other provinece in India.

Although some provision, however inadequate it
may be, has been made for the education and train-
ing of blind boys and girls of school going age in all
provinces except a few, yet, as I have said before,
practically nothing has been done for the adult blind
who form such a huge majority in the sightless com-
munity in every ﬁrovince. It can easily be imagined
how blank, empty and dependent the life of a person
becomes who has the misfortune of losing his eye-
sight in his adulthood. After this catastrophe, he
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has to face not only the psychological problems of
adjusting himself to his friends and reia.tive%, but
also the problems of earning his livelihood and les-
sening the burden of his life by keeping himself occu-
pied with some sort of useful activity. In India,
there is no systematic arrangement to impart train-
ing to these unfortunate individuals, which will make
them fit for some productive work. As a result, they
either swell the number of beggars or become hope-
less and contemptible dependents on their relatives
and friends.

In my opinion, the blind people have a more
urgent need of education than even the seeing. lwo
reasons may be cited in support of this statement:

First, the blind persons cannot be employed in
any work without receiving a systematic training and
education extending over several years, while there
are various spheres of activity for the seeing indivi-
«duals in which they may be employed without such
protracted training and education. In those activi-
ties, the mere possession of sight, combined with
some amount of common sense, is all that is needed
to qualify a person for employment.

Secondly, the seeing people are able to move
about freely and have several interests to keep them-
selves busy with  But the sightless individuals have
to carry on a dreary and monotonous existence and
have a feeling of hopelessness and aloneness in the
world, if they are not taught some art or craft which
will keep them occupied, and make them feel that
time, after all, moves.

In order to relieve the miseries of the adult
blind and to make them happy and contributing mem-
bers of society, immediate arrangements should be
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made for their vocational training as well as literary
and musical education. The type of education
should be adjusted to the needs of individual cases.

The education and training of another important
group of blind adults should be stressed in this con-
nection. These are persons who have been and will
be deprived of their eyesight in war. Every war is
responsible for a large volume of blindness, and the
persons losing their eyesight have serious problems of
training and employment facing them when they
return from the battlefield. To solve these prob-
lems, Sir Arthur Pearson, himself Dblind, founded
St. Dunstan’s in London. At present, branches of
this organisation hive been established all over the
British Empire except India.* 1 had the privilege
of meeting Sir Tan Fraser, a blind member of the
House of Commons, and the present Chairman of St.
Dunstan’s in London, and of discussing with him the
problems of war-blinded persons, tackled by his or-
ganisation. I also had the opportunity of studying
the work done by the Lighthouse in Paris for the
war-blinded civilians.

India also has its duties towards the Tndian war-
blinded. Tt is only right and proper that the people
who have lost and will lose their eyesight for the de-
fence of their country, should be given an opportunit}"
to become happy and respectable members of society
through education and employment.

# See the second foot-note to the speech entitled, ‘* How
the Blind can help War Efforts and how we can help the War-
Blinded,” included elscwhere in this book, in which the infor-
mation sbout the establishment of St. Dunstan’s in India in
July, 1943, has been stated.
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The education of the blind adults or children pre-
:supposes the existence of a large quantity of reading
matter in Braille. It is very expensive to purchase
Braille books and periodicals from abroad. Besides,
it is not usually possible to get Braille literature in
the Indian languages from other countries.

Under these circumstances, the only possible
solution of the problem of having an adequate num-
ber of books and journals in Braille is to install a
Braille printing press. To have a press is, in the
long run, much cheaper than buying books from
abroad The need of such a press has been keenly
felt for a long time by the workers and instructors of
the blind in this country. It is a matter of regret
that the Loys and girls of blind schools in India have
to continue the hard tusk of embossing their text-
books with their own bands. This practice involves
a great hardship and a huge waste of time on the
part of these school children. If we have a Braille
press of our own and print books for the use  of all
the blind schools in this country, the task of educat-
ing blind children will be much more pleasant and
efficient than what it has been up till now.

The printing press is also absolutely necessary
for the purpose of printing books on literature,
science, etc., for the use of the adult blind. In the
absence of printed Braille books, the blind adults
will have to transcribe their most needed books with
their own hands. Obviously, it is not possible to
transcribe many books in this way, and the inevi-
table result will be that the blind adults will not be
very keen about learning how to read and write
Braille. I may mention here that reading and writ-
ing Braille is & much more slow and tedious process
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than ordinary reading and writing, and the education
of the adult blind will be slower and more unpleasant
if they have to transcribe their own books.

I may state for general information that all the

large organisations for the blind in the countries I
visited, have Braille printing presses for embossing
" hooks and journals for those who need them. The
National Library for the Blind, London, has about
half a million Braille books which it lends out free
to all who ask for them. The Library of Congress
in Washington, D. C., and the Public Library for the
Blind in the New York city have a still larger num-
ber of books for the free use of specially the adult
blind. The Federal Government of the United
States donates 225,000 dollars per annum to the
American Printing House for the Blind for the pur-
pose of embossing text-books for school and college
students as well as books of general interest.

In connection with the problems of the adult
blind, the great importance of the functions of pub-
licity and placement should be emphasised. This
work is considered to be so essential that every large
organisation for the blind abroad has on its staff a
publicity and placement officer.

There should be a ceaseless publicity to the
work done by, or on behalf of, the blind individuals
if their social and economic status is to be improved.
It is usually believed that sightless persons suffer
more from the public attitude towards them than
from the deprivation of their vision. The sighted
public of every country, partizularly that of India,
have very poor and inadequate conceptions of the
abilities and educational needs of blind individuals.
It is through constant and vigorous agitation by
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means of press, platform and radio that these miscon-
ceptions have to be removed. To change the present
public attitude towards the blind should be the ulti-
mate goal of every blind organisation, and when this
ideal will be realised, 75% of the welfare work for the
blind will be done.

The function of placement is a very important
phase of blind work. What will the blind men and
women do av the end of their education and train-
ing? The employers are usually very suspicious
about their abilities, and hence, reluctant to engage
them. TIf the blind individuals cannot secure suit-
able employment, what is the use of their education?
The public should be made to realise that the money
they spend to educate the blind, is spent in vain if
later they refuse to provide them with suitable em-
plovment It is apparent that we, in India, have
incurred a great cconomic loss for not employing our
blind individuals. Our society has to bear the bur-
den of these people anyhow; why should it not, then,
take something out of them? Besides, in certain
spheres of activity, blind individuals can render better
and more efficient service than even the seeing. The
Western countries have realised this truth and have
been prompt to take advantage of it.

There is another way of looking at it. Real sym-
pathy is shown to blind persons not by feeding them
at public expense and keeping them idle at home,
but by giving them education and burdening them
with work and responsibility. This truth has not
been realised in India, and all efforts in helping the
blind have, thus, been misguided and abortive. Dr.
Childs, Professor of Psychology at Columbia Univer-
sity, has rightly said:
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“ For an individual to be a member of society
and yet have no responsible part in its activities is a
form of social ostracism that breeds disastrous spiri-
tual consequences.’’

The task of the placement officer is to solve the
economic problems of the blind as far as possible.
He studies the market conditions and gives neces-
sary vocational guidance to the blind. He meets
the employers personally and tries to convince them
of the abilities of a particular blind candidate for a
situation. As a result of such constant and watch-
ful vigilance over the needs and problems of blind
persons, the sightless individuals in the Western
countries and in Japan have become much more nor-
malised and socialised than those in our country.

Besides publicity and placement, there are other
items of welfare work for the adult blind. To illus-
trate just a few of what these items of welfare work
may be, I may mention the following:

To record and disseminate correct statistics of
the blind. These statistics will include the causes
of blindness, the age when blindness occurred, and
other facts about each blind individual. The detailed
knowledge of these facts is indispensable to further
development and progress in the education and psy-
chology of the blind.

To initiate certain legislations intended to im-
prove the general conditions of the blind. Several
enactments of this nature have been enforced in many
countries of FEurope and America. To mention just
two of them, the Blind Persons’ Act, 1920, passed
by the British Parliament, and the Randolph-Shep-
pard Act, 1985, passed by the Congress of the United
States of America, have provided for many compen-
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satory privileges for the blind in those countries and
improved their lot considerably.

To open new avenues of employment for the.
blind in this country, as has beén done in the West
and in Japan. For instance, in Great Britain and
America, there is no bar against blind persons being
-eligible for Government service. In Germany, a cer-
tain percentage of the employees in a large factory
must be taken from among the physically handi-
capped persons. In the United States, according to
the O’Day Act, passed very recently, the Federal
Government is compelled to purchase dusters,
brooms, ete., made by blind persons. This has
given employinent to a large number of persons with-
out sight. Tn Japan, the profession of massage has
been virtually restricted to visually handicapped
persons.

In order to carry out all these activities, a new
institution, called ‘* The Lighthouse for the Blind, ™’
has been ushered into existence. This Lighthouse
for the Blind is the first of its kind in India, and the
problems of the adult blind in Bengal as well as in
the rest of India will be the main concern of this
institution. It does not, therefore, involve a dupli-
cation of the work carried on by the existing blind
schools of this country, since they deal only with the
problems affecting the blind children of school-going
age Besides, the Lighthouse will endeavour to
ameliorate the conditions of the blind in general,
functioning as a central clearing-house for the visual-
1y handicapped all over India. The blind schools of
this country, dealing only with a particular section
of the blind population and having provincial and
other local interests in view, can, thus, be dis-
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tinguished from the Lighthouse, both in ideals and
modes of operation.

In all the progressive countries of Europe and in
America as well as in Japan, there is at least one:
such organisation striving to solve the various prob-
lems of the sightless individuals in those countries.
It is to be noted that the Lighthouse for the Blind’
in Osaka, Japan, was founded and is being adminis-
tered with remarkable success by a blind Japanese:
gentleman.

I am very happy to be able to say that several
prominent citizens of Calcutta, belonging to all com-
munities, are offering their valuable services towards
the development of our new institution. We have
reasonable grounds to believe that His Fxcellency
the Governor of Bengal will very shortly honour
and support this institution by becoming its Patron.

May I, as the Honorary Secretary of the Light-
house for the Blind, appeal to you for your sym-
pathy and support towards the great cause we have
undertaken to uphold and promote? FEveryone of
you will, I am quite sure, shudder to consider your-
self to be suddenly deprived of your eyesight owing
to some disease or accident, and to be cut off from
your work and social life. But, ladies and gentle-
men, there are hundreds and thousands of such per-
sons in India. Will you not help this inslitution
which is trying to help these afflicted people? Tt is
rightly remarked by Miss Helen Keller, the world-
famous blind-deaf-mute woman:

* There is no law in the statute books compel-
ling people to move up closer on the bench of life to
make room for a blind brother; but there is a divine:
law written on the hearts of men constraining them
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to make a place for him, not only because he is un-
fortunate, but also because it is his right as a human
being to share God’s greatest gift, the privilege of
man to go forth unto his work.”

THE BLIND AND WHAT THEY CAN EXPECT *

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Chow-
ringhee Y. M. C. A., Calcutta, on the 17th June,
1941, under the Chairmanship of Mr. W. Buchan,
the then Hony. Secretary, Rotarv Club. Calcutta.)

Mr. PrEsipENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

Since the gathering has been held in the even-
ing, it has undoubtedly been very inconvenient for
many to attend this meeting owing to the regulations
for the observance of strict black-out conditions in
the ecity. But the difficulties and inconveniences
caused by this temporary black-out should remind
the sighted public of the miseries of the blind who
live in permanent black-out.

Coming to the topic for discussion this even-
ing, I may say that every self-respecting sightless
person in every country has two principal expecta-
tions—first, he expects to be treated as a normal
human being, and, secondly, he wants to be a con-
tributing member of society.

* Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, and Amrita Bazar
Patrika, Calcutta (both on the 18th June, 1941).
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In order to achieve the first object, certain mis-
-conceptions about blindness should be removed from
the minds of seeing persons. For instance, they
should know that the blind do not form a class by
themselves and cannot, therefore, be treated as
such. The cause of blindness, the age when blind-
ness occurred, and the amount of vision left,—these
factors sharply distinguish one blind person from the
-other. A seeing person should also know that blind-
ness in itself does not affect the personality of an
“individual. The sightless persons are normal people
minus the sense of vision.

To attain the second object, a blind person
should receive proper education and training, comi-
mencing from the very early years of his life. It is
to be regretied that there is not a single nursery
school for blind babies in India, although the num-
ber of such children is about 15,000 in this country
and more than 1,000 in Bengal. There are many
Sunshine Homes in Europe and America, engaged
in imparting suitable training to sightless babies.

The school education of blind boys and girls in
India is very much behind that obtaining in the
‘Western countries and Japan. The number of blind
institutions in this country is too few for about 50,000
sightless boys and girls of schoolgoing age. In
Bengal, there is only one school for about 5,080
blind boys and girls.

In order to cope with this problem, I suggest
that the blind boys and girls should be educated with
their sighted compatriots in ordinary seeing schools.
“This kind of co-education has been very successful in
some countries in Europe and specially in the United
States of America. With onlv one teacher on the:
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staff, who is specially trained in the education and
psychology of the blind, an ordinary school can
cany on this tvpe of co-education very efficiently.

In this connection, I may refer to the training
programme meant for the teachers and workers of
the blind, conducted at the Teachers’ Training De-
partment of the Calcutta University since 1940.

One of the main reasons of the awful retarda-
tion of the education of the blind in Tndia is
that the teachers and workers for the blind
have not, in many instances, the two essential re-
quisites, viz., a good general education and the
specialised training in blind education. I feel sure:
that the persons receiving training in the education
of the blind at the Calcutta University will be able:
to fulfil these two conditions.

Another fact to be regretted is that nothing has
been done in our country regarding the printing of
books and journals in Braille. The deplorable re-
sult is that the sightless bovs and girls have to tran-
scribe their books with their own hands and have
very little to browse on. There are millions of books
and about four score of journals printed in English
Braille. In Japan, there is even a daily newspaper
in Braille.

The Lighthouse for the Blind, a recently
established institution in Calcutta, has already sent
an. order to the United States for a Braille printing
press. The printing of Braille literature in English
and in the Indian languages will commence as soon
as the printing press arrives.

An essential prerequisite to the printing of
Braille books and journals in the Indian languages
is to devise a uniform Braille type for the whole of
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India. At present, there are about seven or eight
systems prevalen. in different parts of the country.
The Brailie system which is used in Bengal, was
devised by Mr. Ramananda Chatterjee, the Editor
of the Modern Review and Prabasi.*

It is very gratifying to note that the Govern-
ment of India has at last agreed to appoint a Com-
mittee towards the end of this year in order to adopt
a uniform Braille Code for the whole of 1ndia.

In conclusion, I may state that the All-India
Lighthouse for the Blind has been ushered into
-existence in order to ameliorate the lot of the blind
in this country by printing Braille books and jour-
nals, ‘training the adult blind, functioning as the
central clearinghouse for the blind in India, and in
several other ways. I appeal to -all to help this
institution in carrying on its noble mission.

CAREERS FOR THE BLIND ¢

(Summary cf a speech delivered at the Chakra
Baithak Club on the 20th June, 1941, under the
Chairmanship of Mr. K. P. Khaitan, the President
of the Club.)

In India, the blind persons have, as a rule, no
career except that of carrying on a miserable and

* Mr. Chatterjee died on the 80th September, 1943.

+ Published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta. and
Azad, Caleutta (bcth on the 21st June, 1912); Hindusthan
Standard, Calcutta, and Advance, Calcutta (both on the 22nd
June, 1941); Star of India, Calcutta, 24th June, 1941;
Statesman, Calcutta, 25th June, 1941; and Sind Observer,
Karachi, 26th June. 1941
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humiliating existence until it is terminated by death.
The case is completely different with the majority
of the blind in the European countiries, America and
in Japan. I had the privilege of studying the em-
ployment situation of the blind {hrough personal
visits to these countries, and of meeting several suc-
cessful individuals in different walks of life.

The careers in which the blind -persons in these
countries are usually engaged, may be divided into
three groups: (i) Professions; (ii) Music and (iii)
Industrial, Agricultural and other occupations.

(1) Professions

These "include the so-called intellectual occupa-
tions which a large number of blind persons are
-carryving on very successfully either independently or
as hired jobs. It is needless to say that blindness
in itself does not affect the actual or poteutial in-
telligence of an individual, and blind persons ecan,
therefore, give very good accounts of themselves in
those occupations in which intelligence, concentra-
tion, thinking, memory and other components of the
mind play the most important part. Of course,
some sighted assistance may be needed here and
there. But, then, it is not at all difficult for a blind
person to appoint suitable seeing assistants if he
himself is entrusted with some paying work.

In course of my travels in Europe, America and
Japan, I met with successful blind lawyers, edi-
tors, reporters, professors, school-teachers, admini-
strators, life insurance agents, radio-announcers, doc-
tors, clergymen, and persons engaged in several
other professions. I remember having met Miss
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Smith, who is a blind reporter of Buffalo Express—
& very influential daily paper in the State of New
York. She travels throughout the continent of
America and Canada, guided by her Seeing Eye dog,.
and thus collects news and views for her paper.

It should be noted with particular emphasis that
in several of the countries I visited, there is no bar
against blind persons being eligible for Government
service. Many sightless persons are actually engaged
in the Government service in Great Britain and the
United States. I have read notices issued by
the Federal Government of the United States, ask-
ing blind steno-typists to apply for Government ap-
pointments. Mr. Henry Fawcett, a blind English-
man, served as the Postmaster-General of Great
Britain for several years, and, -thus, held a post in
the British Ministry. It is interesting to note that
he was also a member of the British Parliament, and,
owing te his preat sympathy for India, he was nick-
named the ‘‘ India Member.”” In India, however,
a blind person cannot be appointed to a Govern-
ment job, not even to the lecturership in a Govern-
ment college, on account of his blindness!

There are many active politicians and legislators
among blind persons in Europe and America. The
blind members of the British Parliament and of the:
Congress of the United States have succeeded in
passing several laws which have greatly dmeliorated
the lot of the blind in those countries.

So far as the work for the blind is concerned, it
is recognised that capable blind persons are better
suited to this work than even the sighted. The
reason is that the sightless persons know exactly
where the shoe pinches Besides, their examples.
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provide a strong inspiration to the blind under train-
ing and in general. The heads of the most of the
State Commissions for the Blind in America, Mr.
Robert Irwin, the Executive Director of the Ameri-
can Foundation for the blind, the greatest national
organisation for the blind in the United States,
Mr. Takeco Iwahashi, the Founder-director of the
Lighthouse for the Blind in Osaka, Japan, Mr.
Tan Fraser, the Chairman of St. Dunstan’s in Lon-
don, and several other persons engaged in welfare
work for the blind, are themselves without sight.

(i) Music

The general idea that the blind individuals are
born musicians, is absolutely false. It must, how-
ever, be admitted that the profession of music offers
a less handicap to a blind person than other occu-
pations. There are many expert blind musicians
and entertainers who are making a handsome income
through the exercise of their talents.

(i7i) Industrial, Agricultural and other Occupations

The majority of blind persons are engaged in
these occupations. Many laws have been passed in
the Western countries to protect the blind workers
againsy seeing competitors. In Germany, a certain
percentage from the physically handicapped persons
must be emploved in a large factory by virtue of a
legislative enactment. The Randolph-Sheppard Act
and the Wagner-O'Day Act have given a good deal
of protection and concession to the blind workers in
America. In Japan, the professicn of massage and

10—1516 B
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scupuncture have been more or less entirely restrict-
ed to persons without sight.

To mention some of these occupations, I may
cite weaving, caning, telephone-operating, poultry-
raising, shop-keeping. trading, ete. Thousands of
sightless individuals are carrying on these occupa-
tions very successfully.

The reasons for this wonderful achievemnent in
the Western countries and Japan are mainly three:

First, there are elaborate arrangements for the
education and training of blind persons—both
‘children and adults. In our country, there is prac-
tically no provision for the education of the adult
blind, and the provision for the education of blind
children is very limited. In order to extend the scope
of this education, the system of ecducating blind
children with their seeing brothers and sisters in ordi-
nary schools, as done in other countries, should be
introduced without any further delay. It is gratify-
ing to note that a few head-masters of seeing schools
have already recognised the strength of this sugges-
tion and have agreed to work this plan out in their
schools.

Secondly, extensive investigations into the mar-
ket conditions and into the types of work that blind
persons can do very well, have been undertaken.
New industries and cccupations have been tried.

Lastly, great efforts have been made lo change
the unreasonable public attitude towards the blind and
their abilities. It has been realised that there is
hardly any sense in spending public money for the
purpose of educating and training blind persons, and
then 1efusing to provide suitable employments to
them. It has further been realised that the blind
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-employees take more care to do their part efficiently
as they Imow that they always work against public
prejudice and suspicion.

The ‘“ Lighthouse for the Blind,”” the recently
-established institution, will undertake to solve the
-economic problems of the blind as far as possible.
It will have programmes of vocational guidance
and of discovering vocational aptitudes. It will also
make a thorough study of cottage industries, factory
work, agricultural pursuits, and other types of acti-
vities in order to find out which work the blind are
particularly suited to. The authorities of this insti-
tution realise that the blind should not be educated
or trained at all if later the employers refuse to en-
gage them simply on the ground of blindness.

We appeal to the public, to the Government,
and to all other public bodies to help us with funds
and suggesticns so that we may succeed in our mis-
sion to make the blind in India happy and contri-
Dbuting members of society.
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LIFTING THE VEIL OF DARKNESS *

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Bhowani-
pur Y. M. C. A, on the 8th July, 1941, under the
Chairmanship of Mr. P. N. Brahma, the then
Mayor of Calcutta.)

All living creatures, except a few, are genuinely
afraid of darkness and try their utmost either to
avoid it or to remove it. From that very moment
when the momentous utterance was made,—‘‘ Let
there be light,”” human beings have been hankering
after light and more light.

* Published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, and
Hindusthan Standard, Calcutta (both on the 11th July, 1941).
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This ‘“‘light’’ does not necessarily have to be
confined to its physical interpretation We
should be and are afraid of intellectual and moral
-darkness in the same way as we are of physical
-darkness. A civilised child fears not only the
.absence of light from his eyes, but he also detests
the absence of light from his mental horizon.

How can we apply this conception of light to
those persors who are without the sense of physical
vision? Of course, several successful measures
have been adopted in the progressive countries of
Europe, America and Japan for the purpose of pre-
venting and curing blindness, thus making it pos-
sible for the prospective vietims of darkness to remain
sensitive to physical light. In India, some attempts
have also been made in this direction. But what
will happen to those who needed these preventive
and curative measures very badly, but could not
reach them at all or failed to reach them in time?
In the history of mankind, there have always been
quite a few persons, their number amounting to
millions, who spent their lives without seeing those
phenomena of life and nature, which the sighted
individuals value so much and consider as the great-
est compensations for living on this miserable
earth.

It has been estimated that the total number of
the blind in the whole world is about six millions.
‘Obviously enough, some portion of this vast amouns
of blindness is preventable. However, an irrcdu
cible minimum will soon be reached and we will be
shocked to find that this minimum also counts in
terms of millions !
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About one-sixth of the total incidence of blind-
ness in the world exists in India, and we have
over ten lakhs of our brothers and sisters who are
without sight. We may not be able to restore phy-
sical light to their insensate and sightless eyes,
but shall we allow them to continue their physically
dark journey of life in mental darkness as well?
Many will ask in honest bewilderment, ‘“What can
they do? What can be done for them? They are
so unfortunate as to have lost the greatest and
the most precious gift of God—Sight!”” Even
then, a good deal can be done to alleviate the
miseries of their blindness and those who claim to
possess the greutest and most precious gift of
God, have the unique duty and privilege to under-
take this noble task for their sightless fellow-beings.

A very brief discussion of what is being done
abroad in order to remove the mental darkness of
sightless persons, may be undertaken- here.

Blind persons have been divided into three
groups for the purpose of education and training®—

(1) Education of Pre-School Children

’

Several nursery schools have been established
in every country, where blind babies between the
ages of two and six are received for education and
training. Here they are taught not only the preli-
minaries of the three ‘* R’s’’, but also fearless
movements of the body and certain manners which
the sighted children learn unconsciously by imitat-
ing others. I had the privilege of visiting some
of these nursery schools and of observing the excel-
lent work carried on there.
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(2) Education of Blind Boys and Girls

In most of the countries I visited, the edu-
cation of blind boys and girls has been made free
and compulsory through legislative enactments.
Most of the educable blind children are, therefore,
in schools and are preparing themselves for their
fubure vocations.

The education of blind children in ordinary
schools for the seeing is a very interesting move-
ment and has been taken up very earnestly in many
countries, especially in the United States of Ame-
rica. As a matter of fact, more visually handi-
capped boys and girls are studying in ordinary
day-schools than in special institutions in America.
There are many advantages—social, psychological
and financial-——to be derived from this type of co-
education.

(8) The Training and Employment of the
Adult Blind

For those who have finished their scliool-edu-
cation and also for those who have lost their eye-
sight during the later years of their lives, several
centres have been established. These are engaged
in imparting suitable training to them and in secur-
ing positions for them at the end of their training.
The problems of employing blind persons side by
side with the sighted is more or less acute in everv
country. But the problem has been tackled very
officiently in the Western countries and in Japan.
It has been realised that there is hardly any sense
in giving education and training to blind persons
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unless they can earn their livelihood and live as self-
respecting citizens.

Turning to India, we find that the condition of
the blind belonging to any age group, is very piti-
able indeed. There is no nursery school for blind
babies, and ‘the number of blind institutions is hope-
lessly inadequate for about 50,000 blind boys and
girls of school-going age.

In order to cope with these problems efficient-
-ly and adequately, a new institution, called '‘ The
Lighthouse for the Blind,” has been brought into
-existence. At present, it has taken up the prob-
lems of mainly the adult blind. It will devote
special  attention to the questions regarding the
-economic security of the blind. This is the only
institution in India which has interested itself in
the education and training of blind adults. They
will also include war-blinded persons, for whom
there is no provision for education in our country. *

The adult blind from about 90 per cent. of the
total population of the blind in India, and in
Bengal their number is about 83,000 out of a total
«of about 88,000 blind persons. Something has to
be done for such a vast number of buman beings.
Wo need the moral and financial support of all in
our efforts to improve their lot through education
and employment.

* Bee the second footnote to the speech entitled, ‘‘How
the Blind can bhelp War efforts and how we can help the
‘War-Blinded,” included elsewhere in this book, in which
the information about the establishment of St. Dunstan’s in
India in July, 1943, has been given.
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Milton has rightly said:
““ It is not so wretched to be blind; but it is
wretched to be incapable of bearing the miseries of

blindness.”’
We invite all to help in relieving these mise-

ries of blindness.
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AIMS OF THE UNIVERSITY COURSE FOR
TEACHERS AND WORKERS OF THE
BLIND

(Summary of speeches delivered at the B. T.
Department of the Scottish Church College, Cal-
cutta, on the 81st July, 1941, and at the David Hare
Training College, Calcutta, on the 1st August, 1941.)

One of the greatest defects in blind education
in India is the absence of a sufficient number of
trained teachers and workers for the blind. The
number of such trained persons is indeed so very
small that most of the blind institutions in this
country carry on their work with people who are
quite innocent of the methods employed in the edu-
cation of the blind and of the psychological problems
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arising out of blindness. The inevitable result is
that the blind educants receive & very poor training
which prevents them from taking their right places
in society.

In order to remove this shortcoming, a course
for the purpose of training the intending teachers
and workers for the blind was adopted at the Teach-
ers’ Training Department of the Calcutta University
in 1940. There were 41 students attending this
course, out of whom 25 took the final examination.
It is very gratifying to note that most of the candi-
dates learnt Braille and the theoretical portion of the
subject * thoroughly.

In addition to this purpose of supplying teach-
ers for blind institutions, the course in question has
three other objectives:

First, {o train a large number of teachers for
ordinary schools where the sightless boys and girls
may be admitted. It has been realised by several
educators of the blind in the Western countries, par-
ticularly in the United States, that it is better for
the blind children to be educated with the seeing in
the same school than with those who are similarly
handicapped, residing in special institutions. This
type of co-educstion t of the blind and the seeing is
‘based on several sound reasons—social, psychological
and financial. The financial reason is the most pre-

* For details of this subject, pide ** Education of the Visu-
ally Handicapped "' and ‘‘ Caleutta University Course for
‘Teachers and Workers of the Blind,” incorporated elsewhere
in this book.

+ For details of this co-education, oide the article *‘ Co-
Education of Blind and Seeing Children,’ incorporated else-
‘where in this book.
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dominant in a poor country like India where it is.
immensely difficult td collect funds for the purpose-
of founding special institutions for the blind.

Secondly, to help the students to wunderstand
general education and general psychology more
effectively by acquainting them with a special type
of education and educational psychology. It is quite:
obvious that the study of a special system of educa-
tion will develop a comparative ability in a student
and he will be in a position to gain new ideas and
associations from the works on general education as.
a result of this comparative ability.

Lastly, to secure a large number of persons for
social service in general welfare work for the blind.
India is a vast country with a large incidence of
blindness, specially among the poorer classes. There
is, therefore, an urgent need of voluntary service for:
these persons. It is hoped that those trained in
blind education at the Calcutta University, will be
able to help and inspire their sightless fellow-beings
in towns and villages in their spare time and on a
voluntary basis. !

In view of these important objectives of this
new course at the Calcutta University, it is believed
that many will study it eagerly.

It may be stated as a historical retrospect that
the movement of training teachers and workers for
the blind was started in Great Britain a long time
ago. The College of Teachers, London, has arrange-
ments for lectures on the education of the blind, for
holding examinations in this subject and for issuing
diplomas to the successful candidates. In Great Bri-
“tain, the Board of Education and the County Coun-
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.“\
«cils stop their grants to the blind institutions em-
ploying untrained teachers,

In America, the course for training teachers
and workers for*the blind was adopted in 1920 by
the Perkins Institution for the Blind. Since then,
the movement has gained enormcus strength, and’
at least six American Universities, including the
well-known Columbia and Harvard TUniversities,
have iuitiated this course. Persons from all over
the world flock to these American Universities in
order to secure this specialised training, and they are
encouraged to do so through stipends and scholdr-
ships awarded by these educational institutions.

In India, the Calcutta University is, so far, the
only University which has taken this important step
to promote the cause of blind education in this
<country.

INAUGURATION OF THE ALL-INDIA
LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE BLIND

(Summary of a speech * delivered at the in-
augural function of the All-India Lighthouse for the
Blind, held at 133, Dharamtola Street, Calcutta, on

¥ Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, Amrita Bazar
Patrika, Caleutta, and Caleutta Municipal Gazette, Caleutta
(all on the 2nd August, 1941); Anenda Bazar Patrika, Calcutta
and Hindusthan Standard, Calcutta (both on ths 3rd Augpst,\'
1941).
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the 1st August, 1941, under the Chairmanship of Rt.
Hon’ble Aroon Koomar Baron Sinha of Raipur.)

Mr. PrESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

To-day is a great day for us as the institution, for
the establishment of which I, personally, have been
striving for the last nine months and.our Com-
mittee has been interested for the last four months,
has just been declared open. This is going to be the
second institution for the blind in this province.
However, the outlook, and *he aims and objects of
this new welfsre centre are completely different
from those of the first institution in Bengal as well
as from those of any existing institution in this
country.

In the first place, this institution intends to
function as a central clearing-house for the visually
handicapped all over India. Its activities* as the
central clearing-house will be to print books and
-journals in Braille for the use of blind persons and
blind institutions all over the country; to carry.ov
publicity on behalf of the blind; to try to solve the
employment problems of the blind at the end of
their training and education; to aid in enacting
legislations providing relief and compensatory privi-
leges for the blind; to serve as a central bureau of
information regarding statistics and registration of
the blind, and agencies for the blind in India and
abroad; «nd to help the cause of the blind in this
country in several other ways.

* For details of the contemplated activities of this institu-
tion, vide the article ‘‘ Lighthouse for the Blind in India,”
incorporated elsewhere in this book.
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In the second place, so far as education is con-
cerned, this institution is mainly interested in the
training of the adult blind. It is unfortunate that
very little hgs been done for the blind adults who
constitute almost 90% of the total blind population
in this country. Our institution is open to the
adult blind coming from all parts of India without
any restriction of sex, race or creed.

It is, therefore, quite obvious that this institu-
tion has no rivalry with the existing ones as it in-
tends to undertake the work whick was neglected so
long.

However, the success of our endeavour depends
on the co-operation and finaucial support from the
Governinent and the public. We appeal to all for
assistance in developing this institution, formally
opened to-day, but which should really have been
established a long time ago. Milton has rightly
said :

“Tt is not so wretched to be blind; but it is
indeed very wretched to be incapable of bearing the
miserics of blindness.”’

Our institution is intended to do exactly this—
to make blind persons capable of bearing the miser-
ies of blindness by turning them into social assets
through education and gainful employment. T feel
sure that you will not hesitate to help us in this
noble task.

You may enquire about your personal benefit in
helping our cause. Well, Emerson has already
answered this enquiry for me. He has said beauti-
fully: '
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** Happiness is & perfume which you cannob
pour on others without getting a few drops on your-
self.”’ :

Let us, therefore, earn our share of happiness
by making the blind in this country happy and social-
ly useful—and our institution wants to do just this.

ON THE PASSING AWAY OF POET TAGORE *

(Summary of a speech delivered at the condo-
lence meeting, held at the All-India Lighthouse for
the Blind, 133, Dharamtola. Street, Calcutta, on the
8th August, 1941.)

MEMBERS OF THE STAFF, AND STUDENTS,

We have assembled to-day to mourn the death
of a persor who was one of the greatest personalities
not only in India, but in the whole of the world.
Poet Rabindra Nath Tagore passed away yesterday
and the whole country is immersed in uncontrollable
grief over his death. A day will, of course, come
when this grisf will be subdued, but we, particular-
ly the Bengalees, will keenly feel his loss so long as
the Bengali literature will endure. He has en-
riched our intellectual and emotional life and made
Bengal and the Bengali language well-known to all
the civilized lands beyond India. It seems to me
that our life would have lost a goed deal of its zest

- * Poblished in Krishak, Calcutta, 13th August, 1941, and
Ananda Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, 16th August, 1941,
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-and meaning if we did not have his immortal works
to read and his wonderful songs to sing.

Like everybody else, we mourn this great loss.
But the blind in Bengal as well as in ‘he whole of
Irdia have another cause for sorrow. When I met
the poet in 1988,* he very kindly undertook, at my
request, to write a fiction or a play, depicting & blind
person as a hero or a hcroine. The true life of a
-successful blind person has, so far as I am aware,
‘not yet been featured in the form of a story or a
drama in the Benguli language. Poet Tagore’s pro-
mised book on the subject would have been a very
valuable contribution to the welfare work for “the
blind in this country, and would have rendered a
unique service to bring abeut a better psychological
understanding between the seeing and the sightless.
His continued ill-health prevented him from under-
taking the task, and, now, his pen has lost its mo-
tion for ever.

Let us not finish our duty towards the poet just
by mourning bis death and by praying for the peace
of his departed soul. The best way we can dis-
charge our debt of gratitude to him is by practising
some of the countless noble ideals which he preach-
-ed through his writings. '

* For details of my discussion with Poet Tagore, vide the
article, ‘‘ Interview with Poet Tagore,”” incorporated else-
where in this book. :
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THROUGH BLIND EYES *

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Friday
Club, held at the Y. W. C. A, Calcutta, on the
29th August, 1941.)

‘ There are four principal defects in the edu-
cation and welfare work for the blind in India:

1. The majority of the teachers and workers
for the blind are not properly trained for their
tasks. Some of them have good University edu-
cation, but no technical experience in the special
problems involved in the education and care of the
blind, while others have acquired this technical
experience without having the necessary basic
education. For leaders and administrators of blind
work, a harmonious combination of both these
qualifications is absolutely indispensible.  This
truth has been realised in Europe and America, and
we find that the heads of the institutions and or-
ganisations for the blind in those countries are
recipients of ‘high University education, including
the Ph.D. Degree, combined with intensive and ex-
tensive experience in the problems peculiar to the
blind.

2. In India, the blind persons have practically
been excluded from work for the blind. Except
the blind school in Palamcottah, Madras and the
blind institution in Amritasar, Punjab, all the blind
schools in this country have, so far as is known, see-
ing persons as their heads. Not only that, more

* Published in the Advance, Calcutta, 31st August, 1941.
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than 90 per cent. of the teachers of those schools are
persons with sight. This is indeed a very regret-
table fact. The blind persons are better fitted to
carry on the work for the blind than the seeing,
and they should be encouraged to participate more
and more in the work concerning their fellow-
sufferers In the United States, there is an un-
written law that at least one-third of the staff of a
blind institution should be constituted by blind
persons. The heads of almost all the State Com-
missions for the Blind in America are sightless per-
sons. Sir Tan Fraser, the head of St. Dunstan’s
in London, Mr. Robert Irwin, the Executive Di-
rector of the American Foundation for the Blind in
New York, Monsieur Paul Guinnot, the Secretary-
General of a blind institution in TFrance, Herr
Gerstorf, the head of National organisation of the:
blind in Germany and Mr. Takeo Iwahashi, the
head of the Lighthouse for the Blind in Osaka,
Japan, are all blind persons. Herr Carl Strehl,
the well-known principal of a blind institution in
Germany, has rightly said:

‘“‘As a rule, the blind child will have more faith
in a blind teacher; for in the blind teacher one has
a reason to expect a deeper understanding of the
psychological problems of the child. His example
will usually help to overcome the inferiority com-
plex that is so common with blind children.”

3. There is no co-ordination among the differ-
ent schools and organisations for the blind in India.
The result is the feeling on the part of every school
that it is the best in the country and that it is
contributing the most towards the success of blind
persons. As in the West, there should be periodi-
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cal conferences among the teachers and workers for
the blind and attempts should be made to place
the backward institutions in line with the progres-
sive ones. A special journal on work for the blind,
on the model of *‘ Outlook for the Blind ' in
America or the ‘‘ New Beacon '’ in Great Britain,
can do a great deal in this direction.

4. Lastly, the schools and organisations for
the blind in India are not very much interested in
the employment problems of their alumni. Tt is
rightly felt in the Western countries and Japan that
there is no sense in educating blind persons unless
they are provided with suitable employments at the
end of their education and training. As a result
of constant vigilance over the vocational problems
-of the blind, the majority of the sightless persons
in the Western countries and Japan have become
more normalised and socialised than those in India,
and they are earning their livelihood as teachers,
journalists,- lawyers, life insurance agents, steno-
tvpists, workers for the blind, and so on.

The course inaugurated last year at the Tea-
chers’ Training Department of the Calcutta Univer-
sity for the purpose of having teachers and workers
for the blind and recent establishment of the
*“ Lighthouse for the Blind ’* in Calecutta, will go a
great way to remove the abovementioned short-
comings in the education and welfare work for the
blind in India: The persons equipped with the
special training at the University will be uble to
help the blind children and the blind adults in the
towns and villages where there is no provision for
blind education. The main purpose of the ‘‘Light-
house’’ for the Blind is to endeavour to solve the
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employment Problems of the blind and to co-ordinate
the work for the blind in this country by holding
periodical conferences among workers for the blind
and by publishing a journal on blind work.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE BLIND *

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Maha-
bodhi Society Hall, Calcutta, on the 17th Septem-
ber, 1941, under the Chairmanship of Sir Thomas
Lamb, Kt., Managing Director, Begg Dunlop & Co.,
Ltd., Calcutta.)

In every country, except Egypt, blind persons
do not constitute more than a small fraction of one
per cent. of the total population. Yet, in every
progressive country in KEurope and America and
also in Japan, the sightless individuals receive a
good deal of public attention and public assistance
—wholly  disproportionate to their numerical
strength.

The reasons of this are mainly two: First,
inspite of their miscropic minority in society, many
blind persons have, through their talent and genius,
occupied the rank of the greatest personages in the
world. Secondly, blindness in itself enlists the
sympathy of the seeing population.

# Published in the Bombay Chronicle, Bombay, September,
1941; Statesman, Calcutta, 18th September, 1941; Hindusthan
Standard, Calcutta, 21st September, 1941; Amrita Bazar Patri-
ka, Calcutta, 27th September, 1941; Bombay Sentincl, Bombay,
23rd October, 1941; and Hyderabad Bulletin, Hyderabad,
Deccan, 29th October, 1941.



174 THE BLIND IN INDIA AND ABROAD

Among those blind persons who have great
achievements to their credit and who have inspired
both the seeing and the blind alike, the following
should receive conspicuous mention:—

1. Homer, the greatest poet of Greece, the
first poet of Europe, and one of the greatest poets
of the world, was a blind person. In Greek, the
word ‘‘ Homer ~’ means ‘‘ Blind man.”” Homer’s
““Iliad *’ and ‘“ Odyssey ’’ are two of the best clas-
sics that the world has ever known. These two
books are replete with such delicate and rich varia-
tions of powers of observation that it is hard to
believe that Homer was really sightless. His
writings have fired many world-famous poets with
imagination and inspiration, such as Keats, Shelley,
Browning, Longfellow, and others.

2. Didymus of Alexandria was a great blind
scholar during the fourth century A.D. Owing to
his deep scholarship, he was appointed a professor
at the Alexandria University.

3. Milton wrote his greatest books, namely,
‘“ Paradise Lost,”” ‘‘ Paradise Regained,”” etec.,
during his blindness.  Inspite of hlS blindness,
coupled with unhappy domestic relationships, Milton
achieved a glory for himself which ‘* Posterity will
never willingly let die.”

4. Nicholas Saunderson was a blind professor
of the Cambridge ‘University during the beginning
of the 18th century. He taught the theories of Sir
Isaac Newton, specially those relative to light and
colour.

5. Louis Braille is to be remembered specially
by the blind persoens all over the world, since it is
his invention that has made their reading and writ-
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ing possible, and it is used everywhere with local
adaptations. He was born in France in 1809, and
lost his vision during his childhood owing to an acei-
dent. In this particular case, which should be true
everywhere, a blind person has led the blind.

6. It was through a shooting accident that Mr.
Herry Fawcett became blind when he was about 25
years old. Inspite of this physical handicap, he
became the Postmaster-General of Great Britain in
1880. He carried out many reforms in the postal
theory and practice. As a member of Parliament,
he always took a great interest in matters affecting
India, and was, therefore, nicknamed as *‘‘ India
Member.”” He died in 1884 at the age of 51.

7. Born in Hungary, in 1847, Mr. Pulitzer be-
came blind in his adulthood. Inspite of his blind-
ness, he took an, active jnterest in journalism and
"became the proprietor of several newspapers in the
United States. The award of Pulitzer Prize for dis-
tinguished service in journalism, is considered very
highly in America. A few years ago, Mr. Gobind
Behari Lal, a capable journalist in America, was the
first Tudian to be selected for the Pulitzer Prize.

8. Like Mr. Pulitzer, Sir Arthur Pearson was
a newspaper proprietor and lost his eyesight in his
advanced years. He established St. Dunstan’s
which is doing such wonderful work for the war-
blinded soldiers. Sir Ian Fraser, his successor in
St. Dunstan’s, is also without sight and is earrying
on the noble work started by Sir Arthur Pearson.

9. Miss Helen Keller, although suffering from
three physical handicaps, wviz., blindness, deafuess
and muteness, from the second year of her life, has
received the Ph.D. degree from an American and a
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British University. She is the author of about &
dozen remarkable books, and is considered the
eighth wonder of the world.

10. A Japanese blind young man, Mr. Takeo
Iwahashi, the founder of the Lighthouse for the
Blind in Osaka, Japan, is regarded as the Helen
Keller of his country. In spite of his blindness and
poverty, he succeeded in receiving his education in
Scotland, and is now engaged in relieving the mis-
_eries of his fellow-sufferers in Japan.

Apart from these great personalities, the aver--
age blind person in the Western countries and in
Japan, has achieved a great deal more than his com-
patriot in India. The reason is that the Govern-
ment and the public of those countries have taken
a lively interest in the cause of their blind popula-
tion. Besides, several blind persons have become
legislators in their own countries and have, thus,
been instrumental in passing laws with a view to
ameliorating the conditions of their fellow-sufferers.

The Lighthouse for the Blind in Calcutta has
been established in order to improve the lot of the
blind all over India through education, legislation
and employment. It, thus, claims public support
in its efforts to make the blind in this ecountry happy
and contributing membhers of society.
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MY MEMORANDUM TO THE UNIFORM
BRAILLE CODE COMMITTEE
IN INDIA *

(Sent to the Secretary, Central. Advisory Board
of Education, New Delhi, on the 23rd September,

1941.)

() What will be the appropriate title of the
Braille Code to be approved of by the Committee?
The title should be expressive of the intent and scope
of the system, end should not be utilised for the
purpose of perpetuating someone’s name or his
achievement. The system is already known by the
name of its inventor, and may not be confused by
the addition to it of another individual’s name.

(i) In the adoption of a uriform type, what
will be the guiding factor—ease in learning, symme-
try of arrangement or approximation to formulas and
practices employed by the seeing? In my humble
opinion, the last is to be preferred to all other alter-
natives insasmuch as nothing which gives risa, in any
conceivable way, to the segregation of the blind
from the seeing, shouid be encouraged.

(i1i) Is it possible or desirable to incorporate
contractions and abbreviations in the Code to be
adopted? I believe that it is both possible and desir-
able to do so, and an expert body should be set up
to conduct investigations in this important matter.

(iv) Lastly, but, by no means, the least, will
the arrangement of dots be decided by any a priori

* Published in ‘‘ The Visually Handicapped .n Indis,’”
Page 80, by Dr. R. M. Halder.,

12—1516B
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theory or by the tactual judgment of the blind? It
should be remembered that the Braille type was
invented by a blind man for the benefit of persons
similarly affected and that, with the blind, actuality
and tactuality are almost inzeparable. Accordingly,
the laying out of an alphabet in embossed characters
should be dictated by the tactual perception of the
blind and not by any other consideration.

———

WELFARE WORK FOR THE BLIND
IN INDIA *

* (Summary of a speech delivered at the New
Delhi Townhall, New Delhi, on the 19th November,
1941, under the Chairmanship of Sir Maurice Gwyer,
the then Chief Justice of India.)

The problems of welfare work for the blind may
be grouped under three broad classes:—(1) Problems
of blind children of pre-school stage, i.e., blind
children before they are 5 or 6 years old; (2) Prob-
lems of blind boys and girls of schoolgoing age, i.e.,
who are between the ages of 5 and 15; and (3) Prob-
lems of blind adults, i.e., who are of 16 years of age
and over.

1. In India, the number of pre-school children is
ebout 15,000. However, practicaly nothing has been
done for their education and training in our country.
The problems of educaling such children are very

* Published in the Nagpur Times, Nagpur, December,
1941; Hindu, Madras, 8th December, 1941; and Behar Herald,
Patna, 24th February, 1942.
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important inasmuch as they cannot learn through
visual imitation as the seeing children do. Be-
sides, on account of their lack of vision, the objective
stimuli for their response have ito be different from
those employed with the ordinary children. Institu-
tions on the ling of ‘‘ Sunshine Homes for Blind
Bsabies "’ in Europe and America should immediate-
ly be established in different parts of India for these
children.

2. The number of blind boys and girls of school-
going age is about 50,000 in India. But only about
a thousand of them are receiving education in the
different blind institutions in the country. Consider-
ing the poverty of the people, it can easily be real-
ised that the parents and guardians cannot afford to
send . their blind children to special institutions situ-
ated far away from their homes and to meet the
expenses of a residential institution. The education
of the blind should, therefore, be introduced in the
ordinary seeing schools as it has been done success-
fully in Furope and specially in the United States
of America. In the latter country, the number of
visunlly handicapped boys and girls in the ordinary
seeing schools is much higher than those enrolled at
special institution for the blind.

8. The adult blind constitute about 90% of the
total blind population in every province—their
actual number being about 550,000 in the country,
according to the Census Report of 1981. Unfortu-
nately, practically nothing has so far been done for
such a vast section of suffering humanity. In the
Western countries, there are departments in the
central and local governmental units engaged in solv-
ing the problems of the adult blind in their particu-
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lar areas and there are several legislations towards
the amelioration of their miserable conditions.

The All-India Lighthouse for the Blind, estab-
lished in Calcutta a few months ego, has taken up
the problems of the adult blind in India in right
earnest. The war-blinded Indians have been classed
with the adult blind and arrangements for their suita-
ble training and subsequent employment have also
been made at this institution.*  The authorities of
the intsitutionn appeal for financial assistance from
the generous pubile all over the country towards the:
maintenance and expansion of the hurmanitarian
work they have initiated.

THE PLACE OF THE BLIND IN THE
WORLD OF THE SEEING t

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Overtoun
Hall, Calcutta, on the 11th December, 1941, under
the Chairmanship of Mr. D. C. Ghose, Bar-at-Law.)

How blind persons have been treated throughout
the ages by a world which has been made for the
seeing, is indeed an interesting study.

It cennot be determined definitely whether
blindness was more prevalent in the ancient times

#*In view of the establishment of & branch of St. Dun-
stan's at Debra Dun in July, 1943, the Lighthouse is, at pre-
sent, working for the civilian blind only.

+ Published in the Calcutta Municipal Gazette, Calcutta,
20th December, 1941, and Behar Herald, Patna, 17th Febru-
ary, 1942,
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than in the modern, or, vice versa. But, there are
evidences o* a great incidence of blindness in the
ancient and medieval times. In the Ebers Papyrus,
which was written about the 16{h century B.C.,
twenty eye diseases were recorded. Hyppocrates,
the father of ccientific medicine in Greece, knew
thirty eye diseases.

The principal ways in which blindness was
gought to be treated in those days, were by exor-
cism and magic baths. Until the invention of
ophthalmoscope and the introduction of the study of
eye anatomy, no scientific treatment of eye diseases
was possible,

The social treatment accorded to the sightless
persons in the ancient times, was very cruel indeed.
According to the laws of Lycurgus in Sparta and
Solon in Athens, children blind from birth or from
their early years, were exposed on the mountains or
in the wilderness to perish. Those who were
allowed to live for some reason or other, had a very
miserable existence to eke out. Men were mostly
beggars and the women had to lead a life of shame.

However, respect for personality and individual
worth gradually grew, and laws were framed to put
an end to the exposure of sightless children. Ways
were also found by which some blind individuals
could earn their livelihood.

With the advent of Christianit;;, steps were
taken to provide a systematic care for the blind.
Brotherhoods and hospices were established in differ-
-ent parts of Europe, where blind persons were
sheltered and fed. The Quinze-Vingts, established
in Paris in 1254, was the most well-known of these
brotherhoods.
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No universal education for the blind, however,
was regarded to be possible before Valentin Hauy
established the first school for the blind in France
in 1784. Gradually, this education spread: all over
the world and was considerably improved by the
various educators of the blind. ILouis Braille,
himself blind, devised the system through which the
blind can read and write.

It is now felt that through the various types of
education which have evolved for sightless persons
in course of the last two centuries, the blind indivi-
duals do not have to remain as economic liabilities
to society. In India, the blind are more helpless
and economically useless than their compatriots in
the progressive countries of Europe, America and
Japan.

The All-India ILighthouse for the Blind, estab-
lished in Calcutta a few months ago, has teken up
the task of ameliorating the conditions of the blind
all over the country, and it expects all possible help
and encouragement from Government and the gener-
ous public in this mission.
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CO-EDUCATION OF BLIND AND SEEING
CHILDREN *

According to the Census Report of 1981, the
number of blind persons i India ‘is a little over
600,000. This repersents the largest incidence of
blindness recorded in any country, although those
working in connection with programmes for the pre-
vention of blindness think that the figure of the
sightless individuals in this ccuntry is much higher
than what has been stated in the 1931 Census Report.

The number of sightless boys and girls, whose
educational problems will be discussed in the present
article, is about 50,000 in India. They are between
the ages of 5§ and 15. There are about 40 blind
insfitutions in this country, where about 1,000 blind
boys and girls are receiving education. In other
words, 49,000 blind children are deprived 9f the
blessings of education owing to the lack of facilities.

A question may be raised at this stage: There
are so many millions of sighted children in this

’

# Published in the Behar Herald, Patna, 10th February, 1942
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country who are going without education; why
should, then, an issue be made about the lack of
educational opportunities for a few thousand child-
ren without sight? To this the answer is that it is
highly regrettable for any country not to be able to
make provision for the education of so many millions
of her children. However, we believe that sightless
children. have a more urgent need for education than
even the seeing. There are mainly two reasons in
support: of this thesis:

First, the blind persons cannot be employed in
any work without receiving a systematic training
and education extending over several years, while
there are various spheres of activity for the seeing in-
dividuals in which they may be employed without
such protracted training and education. In those
activities, the mere possession of sight, combined
with some amount of common sense, is all that is
needed to qualify a person for employment.

Secordly, the seeing people are able to move
about freely and have several interests to keep them-
-selves busy with. But the sightless individuals have
to varry on a dreary and monotonous existence, and
have a feeling of hopelessness and aloneness in the
world if they are not taught some art or craft which
will keep them occupied and make them feel
that time, after all, moves. Helen Keller, the
world-famous blind-deaf-mute scholar, has rightly
remarked, The heaviest burden on the blind is not
blindness, but idleness.

The main problem, then, is how to extend faci-
lities for the education of our blind children. This
can essily be done if we adopt the new educational
philosophy and practice, current in different coun-
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tries of Burope and America since the beginning of
the present century. This consists of the introduc-
tion of the education of blind children in schools for
the seeing. : _

We usually believe that a special residential
institution is the only place where blind children can
be educated. This was also the belief in Europe
and America about half of a century ago. But most
of the present educators of the blind in those coun-
tries hold that it is better for the blind children to
be educated with their seeing compatriots in ordi-
nary schools than in special institutions where their
association is confined only to those having the simi-
lar physical handicap.

Admitting for the sake of argument that resi-
dential institutions are better suited to the needs of
sightless children, we shall have to have a good deal
of funds for the purpose of establishing new insti-
tutions throughout the country. It is, however,
apparent to all that it is very difficult, if not impos-
sible, to collect the necessary funds to build a suffi-
cient number of institutions to meet the demands
of 50,000 blind children.

The day-school for the blind does not, however,
involve much expense to the parents and guardians
of children without sight. Blind boys and girls at-
tend the ordinary schools in their localities with their
sighted brothers and sisters and pay the usual tuition
fee. They receive lessons in the same class with
other pupils. On the teaching staff there is one
who is especially trained in the education and psy-
chology of the blind. He spends some time every
day with the blind children of his school and helps
them in their peculiar difficulties. Otherwise, there
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is no distinction between tlre blind and the seeing
children -ia an ordinary school.

Apart from a few isolated instances of some-
blind pupils having successfully prosecuted their
studies with their secing class-mates in ordinary
schools, the idea of this kind of co-education is.
rather an innovation in the educational philosophy
in our country. In the Western countries, how-
ever, especially in the United States of America,
this idea was, as stated before, carried into practice
about half a century ago. As early as 1851, Samuel
Gridley Howe, the first Director of the Perkins Insti-
tution for the Blind, one of the three leading blind
schools in the United States, stressed the various
advantages derivable from the co-education of the:
blind and the sighted children in ordinary schools.
Since the execution of this idea in actual practice in
1900, this movement in America has become so-
popular to the parents and guardians of visually
handicapped children and to the children them-
selves that, according to an educational survey in
1986, there were more blind and partially-sighted
boys and girls studying in ordinary schools than
those enrolled at residential institutions for the blind’
—the recorded number being 7,251 in ordinary
schools and 5,851 in special institutions. A parti-
cular note should be taken of the fact that, although
the first residential school for tk» blind in America
was established 68 years before this amalgamated
education took a practical shape, yet, in course of
only 86 years, the ordinary seeing schools served the
educational needs of a larger number of visually
handicapped bovs and girls than the institutions for-
the blind, of which there are over 60 in the United
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States! In New York city alone, four schools for
the seeing have introduced the education of the blind
inspite of the existenece of two residential institu-
tions for the blind in that city.

There must be very good reasons for the pheno-
menal growth of this particular variety of co-educa-
tion in America. In view of the limitation of space,
-only six of these reasons will be stated here:

1. “* The principle of the day-school is nothing
but the manifestation of the scientific convietion,
found in evidence in more than one field of educa-
tion and of child welfare to-day, that institutional
life for children should be reduced to its lowest pos-
sible limits. It results from a general belief that
the institution is more or less out of place in modern
conceptions of the treatment of the child, and is to
be accepted only in the absence of anything better.””
Frank H. Hall, one of the most notable education-
ists of the blind in America, believed firmly that
the inslitutionalisation of blind children constitutes
@ handicap in later life even more serious than the
lack of vision. As a result of this institutionalisa-
tion, a blind child is made to feel dependent upon
the rest of society and is led to believe that the world
owes him a living. Such an attitude chills personal
efforts and ambition and causes blindness to be
-associated with social parasitism in the minds of the
seeing people. Besides, living constantly with
«children similarly afflicted, blind children, in many
rcases, cannot develop normal personalities. At the
end of this segregation from society for several
years, they find it very difficult to adjust themselves
paychologically to the seeing world. The proposed
co-education is free from these shortcomings.
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2. The parents and guardians are more fami-
liar with ordinary schools than with special institu-
tions, and they prefer to send their blind children
to the seeing schools if special provisions exist.
Institutions are usually looked upon with suspicion
by them.

8. According to modern principles of educa-
tional psychology, an institution can never take the:
place of home. Due to long residence in a special
institution, a blind child’s attitude towards home-
and the members of his family undergoes a consi-
derable change. The parents themselves come to
think in course of time that there is another agency
to take care of their blind child, and, thus, do not
discharge their parental obligations to the extent
they should. ‘ The home contacts give the blind
child an appreciative understanding of the economic-
problems of the home, and urge him to make an
effort towards self-support.”’

4. The standard of education in the special
institutions is very often inferior to that obtainable
in ordinary seeing schools. Dr. Merry, one of the
American authorities on blind education, has rightly
remarked :

““It should be pointed out that on the whole:
day-school classes for blind children are not so prone
to adhere to outworn theories and methods as are
residential institutions. The fact that these classes.
are a recognised part of the public school systems
of cities where they are located, tends to bring them
in line with the best current educational practices.
for seeing children.”’

5. If blind children attend ordma.ry schools,
the seeing people get a better opportunily to be:
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-conversant with the needs and problems arising cut
-of their deprivation of vision. Besides, the sighted
and the sightless children learn to understand each
-other from their early associationn in their school
life, and the questions of superiority or inferiority
-complex can hardly arise.

6. Lastly, the maintenance cost in a day-
school is about 50% less than in special institutions.
Having regard to our present economic conditions,
‘this financial argument should be most telling. The
parents and guardians are usually too poor to send
their - sightless children and wards to the existing
institutions situated far away from their homes and
to meet the expense necessary for education in resi-
dential institutions. Why cannot these children
stay in their own homes and receive education in the
ordinary schools of their locality? Of course, they
can, and this is the only way in which these per-
plexing educational problems of so many thousands
of sightless boys and girls in our country can be
solved without much expense to parents and
guardians.

WAR-BLINDEDNESS *
(A LEerTER)

With the advent of the Second World War, the
‘questions regarding war-blinded persons have cap-
tured the attention of workers for the blind all over
the world Owing to the development of techniques

* Published in the Amrita Bazer Patrika, Calcutte, 926th
February, 1942, and the Statesman, Calcutta, 20th September,
1943,
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of modern warfare, it is not only those fighting in
the  actual battlefield who are likely to lose their
sight, but the civilian population also has the risk
of such a grave possibility.

In order to solve the problems of war-blinded
persons in Great Britain, Sir Arthur Pearson founded
St. Dunstan’s Institution in London. In course of
time, branches of his humanitarian institution were
established in different parts of the British Empire.
India has been very much behind in this type of
work, and practically nothing has been done to-
wards the welfare work for war-blinded Indians.*
Although these persons may be admitted to St.
Dunstan’s in London and receive their training and
education there, yet, as a rule, it is not obviously
possible for them to do so. Sir Ian Fraser, the
‘Chairman of St. Dunstan’s in London, told the
writer, when the latter visited that institution, that
there was no war-blinded Indian under training there.

The realisation of the needs and sufferings of
war-blinded persons in this country led the authori-
ties of the All-India Lighthouse for the Blind to in-
clude this phase of work into the aims and objects
of this institution from the very outset. It intends
to function as St. Dunstan’s of the East and is open
to all persons—soldiers or civilians—blinded as a
result of war, without any restriction of sect, creed
or colour. Since this institution is primarily in-

* 8ee the second foot-note to the article entitled * How
Blind can Help War Efforts and How we can Helpthe War-
Blinded,” included elsewhere in this book, in which the infor-
mation about the establishment of the St. Dunstan’s Instml
tion in India in July, 1948, has been given. _
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tended for blind adults in India, it can easily handle
the problems of war-blinded persons who constitute
a section of the adult blind population.

‘The writer had an occasion to visit and study the
work for war-blinded persons in various countries of
Europe, the United States and 'Canada, and was
impressed with the improved conditions in the lives
of these persons as a result of collective human
efforts. He invites the public in general, and ex-
service associations and other organisations interest-
ed in ex-servicemen in particular, to co-operate
with the All-India Lighthouse for the Blind in its
efforts to ameliorate the conditions of the war-
blinded.*

HOW THE BLIND CAN HELP WAR
EFFORTS +

It is usually thought that blind persons are
absolutely incapable of aiding the war efforts. On
the contrary, they cause a special ‘worry to the
authorities at the time of air-raids or other dis-
turbed conditions resulting from war.

This is undoubtedly one of those countless:
misconceptions so popular with the seeing indivi-
duals regarding their sightless fellow-beings. The

#In view of the establishment of a branch of St. Dun-
stan’s at Dehra Dun in July, 1943, the Lighthouse is, at pre-
sent, working for the civilian blmd only.

+ Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, 18th October, 1942.
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blind persons in the European countries and in
America are contribufing a great deal towards
strengthening their national war efforts, and their
help has always been solicited and highly appre-
ciated by the authorities concerned.

It may interest the public in India to read an
account of how the sightless individuals in America
are aiding the war efforts, and the blind in this
country may, having the examples of their Ameri-
can compalriots before them, be inspired to wake
up and contribute their own share.

First, the blind in America are co-operating
with the activities of the American Red Cross.
They aid in raising funds for Red - Cross work,
volunteer as blood donors, answer telephone calls
at Red Cross headquarters, respond to enquiries and
relay messages. They also help the Red Cross by
rolling bandages for them as well as by sewing and
knitting for the troops.

Secondly, they are co-operating with the
United States Treasury by buying the Defence
Bonds and Defence Stamps, and assisting in sell-
ing them.

Thirdly, they are filling certain vacancies
caused by the sighted workers who are being drafted
for the army. Here is a chance for blind workers
not only to relcase sighted workers for combatant and
other services, but also to remove, through the effi-
cient discharge of their duties, the prejudices against
blind labour. Sightless workers have already proved
ther value in sorting and packing. and particularly in
that type of work in which gensitive touch is essen-
tial. In 54 sheltered workshops for the blind in the
United States, over 2,000 blind persons are working

131516 B
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and supplying Government orders vital to American
security.

Lastly, they are trying to prevent waste and pro-
mote economical food habits in their families. They
are also helping in conserving such vitally needed war
materials as string, paper, rags, metals, and so on.

In Germany and Italy, blind persons have been
trained and employed as detectors of aeroplanes.
This they can do by training their power of hearing.

The sightless individuals should be able to aid in
certain emergency services. While it is not possible
that all blind people can successfully complete full
first-aid courses, the capable ones among them are able
to do bandaging. They can also be of assistance to
the air-raid centres in their particular areas by volun-
teering their services for telephone duty. They can
co-operate with the air-raid wardens regarding the
special needs of blind persons.

"The most important contribution that the blind
people can make towards the war efforts is by help-
ing to maintain morale. Having come through their
own personal difficulty with spirit unbroken, they can
serve as examples of courage and fortitude to, those
who are on the point of succumbing to fear, discour-
agement and grief.

It is quite possible that the sightless comnmunity
in India can help their national war efforts in many
of the ways indicated above. The blind persons
should be told about these ways and the authorities
should utilise their services. 1t is wrong to think
that the blind do not want, or are unable, to co-oper-
ate with seeing. It has rightly been observed by a
blind physician:
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“ So long as the blind can still bring their stone,
‘however smull it may be, to the building of civilisa-
tion, or bring happiness to their kind, they feel that
they live; and, whatever be the wounds received,
they are not out of the battle of life—the inequality
.of arms ounly increases their ardour.”
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Bharat , November, 1942.
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HOW THE BLIND CAN HELP WAR-EFFORTS
AND HOW WE CAN HELP THE
WAR-BLINDED *

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Rotary
Club, Calcutta, on the 24th November, 1942, under
the Chairmanship of the President of the Club.)

MRr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

It is indeed a great privilege for me to be able to

address you for the third time. I thank you very
- much for giving me this opportunity.

It is a very common opinion among the seeing
public that the blind ‘are thoroughly incapable of ren-
-dering any sort of assistance in war-efforts and that
they, on the contrary, cause special anxiety ‘at the
time of air-raids or any disorder resulting from the
war.

Countless misconceptions and fairy tales have
been circulated by the seeing people regarding their
sightless fellow-beings, and this general opinion affirm-
ing the inability of the blind in aiding war-efforts, is
undoubtedly one of those fairy tales. In the coun-
‘tries of Europe and in America, the blind are contri-
buting a great deal towards strengthening their
national war-efforts, and their help in this direction

* Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, and the Amrita
Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, both on the 26th November, 1942;
Bulletin of the Rotary Club, Calcutia, 26th November, 1942;
and Calcutta Municipal Gazette, Calcuttd, 28th November, 1942.

Portions of this speech were broadcast from the Calcutta
Studio of the All-India Radio on the 22nd September, 1943, and
a summary of the radio-talk was reproduced in the Indien
Listener, New Delhi, 22nd October, 1943.
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has always been encouraged and appreciated by the
authorities concerned. '

It may interest you to know a few of the ways
in which the sightless individuals in those countries
are aiding war-efforts. The instances of America
and Great Britain will be cited here as typical repre-
sentations :

First, the blind in America are co-operating with
the activities of the American Red Cross. Some of
these activiti=s consist of securing candidates for blood
donations, volunteering as blood donors, answering
telephone calls at Red Cross Headquarters, respond-
ing to enquiries, relaying messages, rolling bandages,
sewing and knitting for troops, and so on. The blind
are helping all these activities, both directly and in-
directly. They are also working in close co-opera-
tion with the American Red Cross in raising funds
to carry on its extensive work.

Secondly, they are helping the TUnited States
Treasury by buying defence bonds and stamps and by
assisting in selling them.

Thirdly, they are trying to prevent waste and
promote economical food habits in their families.
They are also helping in conserving such vitally
needed war materials as string, paper, rags, metals,
ete.

Lastly, they are filling the vacancies in certain
types of work, caused by the seeing people being
drafted into the army. By doing so, they are not
only setting the sighted workers free for war services,
but also, through the efficient discharge of their
,duties, they are removing the common prejudice
against blind labour. The value of sightless workers
as sorters and packers has already been recognised.
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They have proved the ability particularly in those
types of work where sensitive touch may function as
a fair substitute for vision. They have been able to
release sighted workers from such duties as working
at a telephone switch-board, stenography, typing, ete.
There are over 2,000 blind workers engaged in 54
shdltered workshops for the blind in America. These-
workers are supplying Government orders essential to
the security of the nation.

Similar duties are being performed by the blind
in Great Britain. Some of them have been employed
by the Government in positions of great confidence
and responsibility. On the staff of the British Broad-
casting Corporation, there are a few blind persons
working side by side with their seeing compatriots.
In “* Outlines of a scheme for the resettlement of Dis-
abled Persons,”’ recently issued by the Ministry of
Labour, the following important statement has been
made:

** The winning of the war demands the full use
of all available labour, and disabled men and women
can make a valuable contribution to this and in some
cases by entering the munition industries, and in.
other ways for work.”

It may surprise you to hear that a few blind in-
dividuals have been engaged as Air-Raid Wardens in
Great Britain. I repeat here the story of a British
Blind Air-Raid Warden, as told by Dr. Earnest A.
Whitfield, an Assistant in Educational Research at.
the New York Institute for the Education of the:
Blind : -

** Although he was off duty one night during a
raid in Liverpool, he and his wife went out to see-
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whether they could be of service. This was for-
tunate, for, while they were out, their house was
struck by a bomb. They brought two old ladies to:
safety, helped wounded civilians to dressing stations
and carried a baby, wrapped in & blanket, to a shel-
ter.”’

Considering the recognition by the people of the

contributions made by the blind towards war-efforts
in Great Brituin, Dr. Whitfield remarks:

“ The demand of ‘blind men and women to be
looked on as ordinary members of society with the
ordinary citizen’s rights and duties and not as consti-
tuting a community apart has surely been vindicated.’’

In Germany and Italy, blind individuals have
been trained and employed as detectors of planes.
This has been made possible by training their power
of hearing.

Sightless individuals should be able to aid in
certain emergency services. While it is not possible
that all blind people can successfully complete full
first-aid courses, the capable ones among them are
able to do bandaging. They can co-operate with the
air-raid wardens regarding the special needs of blind
persons.

The most important contribution that the blind
can make towards war-efforts is by helping to main-
tain morale among the people. Having been success-
ful in their lives through almost insurmountable diffi-
culties with spirit unbroken, the blind can serve as
inspiring examples of courage and patience to those
who are on the point of yielding to fear, discourage-
ment and misery.

14—1516 B
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It is quite possible that the sightless community
in India can help their national war-efforts in many
such ways. Blind persons should be told about these
ways and the authorities should utilise their services.
It is wrong to think that the blind do not want, or
are unable, to co-operate with the seeing. It has
rightly been observed by & blind physician:

*“ So long as the blind can still bring their stone,
however small it may be, to the building of civiliza-
tion or bring happiness to their kind, they feel that
they live and, whatever be the wounds received, they
are not out of the battle of life—the inequality of
arms only increases their ardour.”

Now, we come to the question of how we can help
the war-blinded. It is in the fitness of things that
society should do its utmost to bring light and happi-
ness to those who lose the precious gift of sight in
their attempts to defend our life and country. 'This
social responsibility towards the war-blinded is too
sacred to be left aside.

With the advent of the Second World War, the
needs of war-blinded persons have captured the
attention of the workers for the blind all over the
world. Owing to the development of techniques in
modern warfare, it is not only those fighting in the
actual battlefield who are likely to lose their sight,
but the civilian population also has the risk of such
& grave possibility.

In order to solve the problems of the war-blinded
in Great Britain, Sir Arthur Pearson founded St.
Dunstan’s Institution in London. In course of time,
branches of this humanitarian institution were estab-
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lished in some parts of the British Empire. India* is
very much behind in this type of work and practicaliy
nothing has been done towards the welfare work for
war-blinded Indian persons. Although ~ these per-
sons may be admitted to St. Dunstan’s in London,
and receive their training and education there, yet,
.as a rule, it is not obviously possible for them to do
so. I had the opportunity of visiting St. Dunstan’s
in London and of meeting its Chairman, Sir Ian
Fraser, who himself is blind. Sir Jan told me that
there was no war-blinded Indian under training in
that institution.

The realisation of the needs and sufferings of
war-blinded persons in this country led the authori-
ties of the All-India Lighthouse for the Blind to in-
clude this importunt phase of work in the aims and
objects of this institution from the very outset. It
is open to all persons—soldiers or civilians—blinded
as a result of war, without restricticn of sect, creed
or colour. Since this institution is primarily intend-
ed for the blind adults in India, it can easily handle
the problems of war-blinded soldiers, who constitute
a section of the adult blind population.

I visited and studied the work for the war-
blinded in various countries of Europe, in the United
States, and Canada and saw the improved conditions
in their lives as a result of collective human efforts.

* Bince this speech was delivered, some work for the Indian
war-blinded has been undertaken. In July, 1943, a branch of
St. Dunstan’s was opened in Dehra Dun under the guidance of
Major Sir Clutha Mackenzie. A report of the activities of this
institution, released recently, reveals excellent progress.
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I invite the public in general and ex-servicemen in
particular to co-operate with the All-India Lighthouse
for the Blind in its work.

I request you to consider the problems of the
blind not with pity and maudlin sentimentality
but with practical sympathy and an cbjective
outlook. Anything done for the blind should
not be regarded as an outcome of chariiy
and rare benevolence. The blind, as any other phy-
sically handicapped group, should be considered as
an integral part of society, and it must be realised
that the progress of society as a whole will be sub-
stantially hindered -if the problems of the afflicted
minorities are not solved from both humanitarian
and economic standpoints.

This is exactly what was expressed at the White
House Conference on Child Health and Protection
when it was stated:

‘“ If we want civilisation to march forward, it
will march not only on the feet of healthy children,
but beside them, shoulder to shoulder, must go those-
others—those children we have called the handicap-
ped—the lame ones, the blind, the deaf, and those
sick in body and mind. All these children are ready
to be enlisted in this moving army, ready to make
their contribution to human progress; to bring what
they have of intelligence, of capacity, of spiritual
beauty.””’
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VOCATIONS FOR THE BLIND *

What can blind persons do and reasonably expect
at the end of their training and education? This is a
most important question; and, unless this question
can satisfactorily be answered, there is hardly a sense
in undertaking any welfare work for the blind.

In India, the blind persons have, as a rule, no
-career except that of carrying on a miserable and
humiliating existence until it is terminated by death.

The case is completely different with the majority
of the blind in the European countries, America and
Japan.

The careers in which the blind persons in these
countries are ususlly engaged, may be divided into
three groups: (i) Professions; (i) Music; and (iti) In-
-dustrial, agricultural and other occupations.

(i) ProrEssioNs

These include the so-called intellectual occupa-
‘tions which a large number of blind persons are carry-
‘ing on very successfully either independently or as
hired jobs. It is needless to say that blindness in it-
self does not affect the actual or potential intelligence
of an individual, and blind persons can, therefore,
give very good accounts of themselves in those occu-
pations in which intelligence, concentration, think-
ing, memory and other components of the mind play
the most important part. Of course, some sighted

¥ Published in the Amrita Bazar Palrika, Calcutta, 10th
January, 1943, and the Hindu, Madras, 24th January, 1948.
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assistance may be needed here and there. But, then,
it is not at all difficult for a blind person to appoint &
suitable seeing assistant, if he himself is entrusted
with some paying work.

In Europe, America and Japan, there are many
successful blind Lawyers, Editors, Reporters, Pro-
fessors, School-teachers, Administrators, Life Insur-
ance Agents, Radio-Announcers, Doctors, Clergy-
men, and persons engaged in several other profes-
sions.

There is an American lady, Miss Smith, who is a
blind reporter of the Buffalo Express—a very influen-
tial daily paper in the State of New York. She travels.
throughout the continent of America and Canada,
guided by her Seeing Eye Dog, and, thus, collects
news and views for her paper.

Mr. Walter R. MeDonald, blind since the age of
13 owing to a gun-accident, is the Chairman of the
Public Secrvice Conimission in Georgia, U. S. A. In
addition to this position, he is the President of the
South Eastern Association of Railroad and Utilities
Commissioners, and the Executive Secretary and
Director of Freight and Rate Adjustments for the
Southern Governors’ Conference.

Mr. William Taylor is a lawyer of great reputa-
tion in Pennsylvania, U. 8. A. He is a solicitor for
two Townships. one School Board, one Building and
Loan Association and one Chamber of Commerce.
He is also a member of the Public Relations Com-
mittee of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. the-
Chairman of the Speakers’ Bureau of the Junior Bar
Conference of the American Bar Association and the-
Director on the Board of a local Children’s Health
Camp.
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A very well-known blind professor who is in
charge of the Department of History at Blue Moun-
tain College, Blue Mountain, Mississippi, U. S. A.,
is Dr. David Guyton. He is also the President of a
bank in that town, and is a correspondent for several
newspapers.

1t should be stated with particular emphasis
that in most of the Western countries, there is no bar
against blind persons being eligible for Government
service. Many sightless persons are actually engaged
in the Government Service in Great Britain and the
United States. Notices are occasionally issued by
the Federal Government of the United States, asking
blind steno-typists to apply for Government appoint-
ments. Mr. Henry Fawcett, a blind Englishman,
served as the Postinaster-General of Great Britain
for several years, and, thus, held a post in the British
Ministry. It is interesting townote that he was also
a member of the British Parliament, and, owing te
his great sympathy for India, he was nicknamed
the ' India Member.”” He initiated several laws
and reguiations providing facilities to the blind in
postal matters.

In India, however, a blind person cannot be ap-
pointed to a Government job, not even to the lec-
turership in a Government college, on account of his
blindness.

There are many active politicians and legislators
among the blind persons in Furope and America.
The blind members of the Brilish Parliament and of
the Congress of the United States have succeeded in
passing several laws which have greatly ameliorated
the lot of the blind in those countries.
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So far as the work for the blind is concerned, it
is recognised that capable blind persons are better
suited to this work than the sighted. The reason is
that the sightless persons know exactly where the
shoe pinches. Besides, their example provides a
strong inspiration to the blind under training and in
general.

' Dr. Carl Strehl, the famous Director of a blind
institution in Germany, has rightly remarked:

““ As a rule, the blind child will have more faith
in a blind teacher; for in the blind teacher one has a
reason to expect a deeper understanding of the psy-
chological problems of the child. His example will
usually help to overcome the inferiority complex
that is so common with blind children.”

The same view has been supported by Sir Ian
Fraser, the Chairman of St. Dunstan’s in London, in
s statement:

“In every country every encouragement should
be given to young blind people who have the gift of
leadership, to come forward and help to guide blind
community towards greater opportunities for material
and spiritual well-being.”’ \

The heads of almost all the State Commissions
for the blind in the United States are blind persons.
Mr. Robert Irwin, the Executive Director of the
American Foundation for the blind—the greatest
national organisation for the blind in America, M.
Paul Guinnot, the Secretary-General of the largest
welfare centre for the blind in France, Sir Ian Fraser,
the Chairman of St. Dunstan’s in London, Herr Von
Gerstoff, the Director of the National Institution for
the Blind in Germany, Mr. Takeo Iwahashi, the
Founder-Director of the ‘‘ Lighthouse for the Blind ™’
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in Osaka, Japan, and several other persons engaged
in welfare work for the blind, are themselves without
:ﬁight.

(it) Music

The general belief that the blind individuals are
born musicians, is absolutely false. It must, how-
ever, be conceded that the profession of music offers
less handicap to a blind person than other occupations.
‘There are many expert blind musicians and enter-
tainers who are making handsome incomes through
their talents.

(iit) Industrial, Agricultural and other Occupations

The majority of blind persons are engaged in
these occupations. Many laws have been passed in
the Western countries to protect the blind workers
against seeing competitors. In Germany, a certain
percentage from the physically handicapped persons
must be employed in a large factory by virtue of a
legislative enactment. The Randolph-Shephard Act
and the Wagner-O'Day Act have given a good deal
.of protection and concession to the blind workers in
America. According to the latter Act, the Federal
and State Government offices are required to purchase
the products manufactured by the blind. This law
has, thus, given employment to thousands of the
sightless individuals in the United States.

In Japan, the professions of massage and acu-
puncture have been more or less entirely restricted to
persons without sight. As a consequence, there is
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hardly any unemployment among the blind in that
country.

Weaving, caning, telephone- -operating, poultry-
raising, shop-keeping, trading, and so on, are a few
out of a host of industrial and agricultural pursuits
in which millions of blind persons are gainfully
employed.

The reasons of this wonderful achievement in the
Western countries and Japan are mainly three :

First, there are elaborate arrangements for the
education and training of blind persons, both children
and adults.

In India, there was no provision for the educa-
tion of the adult blind until very recently, and the
provision for education of blind chlldren is very
limited.

It is imperatively necessary to extend facilities.
for the education of blind children. This can easily
be done if the new educational philosophy and prac-
tice, current in different countries of Europe and in
America since the beginning of the present century,
are adopted This consists of the introduction of the
education of the blind in schools for the seeing. Most
of the present educationists of the blind hold that it
is better for sightless children to be educated with
their seeing compatriots in ordinary schools than in
special institutions where their association is con-
fined only to those having the similar physical handi-
cap. Since the execution of this idea in actual prae-.
tice in 1900, this variety of co-education in America
has beccme so popular to the parents and guardians.
of visually handicapped children and to the children
themselves that, according to an educational survey
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in 1936, there were more blind and partially-sighted
boys and girls studying in ordinary schools than those
enrolled at residential institutions for the 'blind, the
recorded number being 7,251 in ordinary schools and
5,851 in special institutions.

Secondly, extensive investigations into the mar-
ket conditions and into the types of work that blind
persons can do very well, have been undertaken.
Experiments in new industries and occupations have-
been made, with the result that the blind persons
know in advance their chances of success in a parti-
cular pursuit.

Similar researches and investigations should be
initiated in this country. Since the process of in-
dustrialisation has not gone far shead in India, there
is a greater scope for the blind here to earn their
livelihood through cottage industries and agricultural
pursuits than through the highly mechanised labour
in the Western countries.

Lastly, great efforts have been made to change
the unreasonable public attitude towards the blind
and their abilities. It has been realised that there
is hardly any sense in spending public money for the
purpose of educating and training blind persons, and
then refusing to provide them with suitable eraploy-
ment. Tt has further been realised that the blind
employees take more care to do thcir part efficiently
as thev know that they always work against public
prejudice and suspicion.

Miss Helen Keller, the renowned blind-deaf-mute
scholar of America, has rightly pointed out that the
public must learn that the blind man 1is neither a
genius nor a freak mor an idict. He has 1 mind
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which can be educated, a hand which can be trained,
ambitions which it is right for him lo strike to real-
ise, and it is the duty of the public to help him to
make the best of himself, so that he can win light
through work.

The question of vocations for the blind is indeed
the most important problem which the workers for
the blind cannot solve without the aid of the Govern-
ment and the general public. This question should
be approached not only from the humanitarian stand-
point, but also from social and economic considera-
tions. The following extracts from the report of the
‘Whitehouse Conference on Child Health and Protec-
tion, relative to the point under discussion, are very
instructive : '

‘“ If we want civilisation to march forward, it
will march not only on the feet of healthy children,
but beside them, shoulder to shoulder, must go those
others—those children we have called the handi-
capped—the lame ones, the blind, the deaf, and
those sick in body and mind. All these children are
ready to be enlisted in this moving army, ready to
make their contribution to human progress; to bring
what they have of intelligence, of capacity, of spiri-
tual beauty. American civilisation cannot ignore
them.”

Can the civilisation of Indis do so?
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DONATION OF BLOOD BY THE BLIND *

(A LETTER)

I understand that there is a desperate need for
blood donations in view of the present emergency in
our country. I take this occasion to appeal to all the
blind men and women in India to eid war efforts by
donating their blood immediately. It is not unlikely
that, among the persons saved through these blood:
donations, there may be some friends and relatives
of the domnors.

I had previous occasions to refer to the ways in
which the sightless individuals in Great Britain and
in America are contributing towards their national
war efforts. Donating blood is one of tlie most use-
ful contributions which the blind can make and have
been making in the Western countries; and in this,
blindness does not appear as a handicap at all. There
is no reason why 600,000 blind persons in India should
lag behind their compatriots in other lands in the
matter of strengthening the defences and war efforts
of their own country.

I may state from iny personal experience that
there is no baneful effect on the body as a result of
donating blood. No one should worry or be panicky
on this account.

Those blind persons in Calcutta, who would like-
to donate blood, should write to me sc that they may
be informed about arrangements regarding the date-
and plfice for such donations.

¥ Published in the Hindusthan Standard, Calcutta, 12th.
January. 1943; Statesman, Calcuttte, 13th January, 1943; and.
Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, 14th January, 1943.
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GOVERNMENT HOUSE CONFERENCE

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Govern-
ment House, Calcutta, on the 28th January, 1948,
under the Chairmanship of Major Sir Clutha
Mackenzie.)

I am indeed very glad that Sir Clutha has been
able to call this conference in order to discuss the
problems of the civilian blind in India in general and
in Bengal in particular. I have always felt a great
need of a general discussion like the present one.

If I were to mention all the points I wish to, I
shall be taking a lot of time of this conference. I
shall, therefore, state here only a few salient points:

1. Every blind institution in India should be
compelled to employ more blind persons on its staff.
It is very regrettable that the majority of these insti-
tutions do not give any opportunity to qualified sight-
less individuals, including their ex-students. How
can the authorities of these institutions reasonably
expect that their ex-students will be employed by
others when they themselves refuse to utilise their
services? I visited a large institution for the blind in
America. where, out of 83 members of the staff, 18
were sightless. Unless the employment of the blind
in blind iustitutions is encouraged, the lot of the
trained blind persons will continue to be miserable,
particularly in India, where the seeing people are
still very suspicious about the abilities of sightless in-
dividuals and are reluctant to employ them. The
blind institutions in this country cannot plead the lack
of qualified blind persons, as ihat will be an indict-
ment against the institutions themselves inasmuch as
it will prove conclusively that these institutions could
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not turn out a good number of trained students
-during the period of about 60 years’ blind work in
India.

2. More institutions for the adult blind shouid
be founded in this country, as about 90% of the total
blind population in every province are adults. The
All-India Lighthouse for the Blind is, so far, the only
institution * in India, which was founded expressly
to train the adult blind.

8. There should be a Government Department
for the blind in every province on the model of the
departments of the County Councils in Great Britain
-and the State Commissions for the Blind in America.
Some of the duties of these provincial departments
will be: To keep accurate statistics of the blind in
their territorial areas, to register the number of em-
ployable blind and to find work for them, to record
the number of unemployable blind and to provide
financial relief to them, to supervise and to control
the education of the blind in the provinece, and so on.

4. Some laws should be enacted by the Central
and Provinciel legislatures without any further delay,
providing employment and certain other facilities to
the blind. Unfortunately, not a single law has been
passed in India aiming at the amelioration of the lot
of the hlind, although therc are so many of such
laws enacted by the British Parliament and the
American Congress.

5. A Braille printing-plant should be installed
immediately, from where books and journals will be

# About six months after this conference, another institution
for the adult blind, viz., St. Dunstan's, was established al
Debra Dun. However, St. Dunstan’s is intended exclusively
for the war-blinded servicemen.
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printed and supplied to the blind all over India. It
is a great pity that the blind students in schools and*
colleges have to transcribe their text-books with their
own hands and many forget Braille for the want of
reading matter.

6. Lastly. there should be a journal for the
teachers and workers for the blind. Without it, we
are unable to ascertain what the other institutions and
individuals are doing. This has created such an
extreme isolationism among the workers for the blind
in India that nobody is aware of the exact number of
blind institutions in the couniry or is interested in
what they are doing This lack of co-operation and
co-ordination is very detrimental to the progress of
blind work.

There are many other points which could be men-
tioned here. But the above-stated points are very
important and should be given effect to as soon as
possible. I have been writing and speaking for the
adoption of these and several other points for the last
six or seven years; but the appeals and arguments of
a blind man seem to have fallen on deaf ears.

EXTRACTS FROM THE FIRST ANNUAL RE-
PORT OF THE ALL-INDIA LIGHTHOUSE
FOR THE BLIND

(Written for the first Annual General Meeting of
this institution. held at the Asutosh College, Calcutta,
on the 30th May, 1943, under the Chairmanship of
Dr. S. P. Mookerjee.)

In presenting the first Annual Report of this:
institution, we confess that we have not been able to
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accomplish even a good fraction of what we had in
view at the time when this welfare centre for the blind
was established about two years ago. This short-
coming is due to war conditions and to the lack of
wide public sympathy towards the cause of the blind.
We regret that neither the Government of Bengal *
nor the Corporation of Caleutta has yet found its way
to help this institution with a capital or a recurring
grant. We take this opportunity to appeal to them
to stretch forward their kind and helping hand so that
this noble institution for the blind may not have to
be closed down for want of funds.

In spite of all these difficulties, we feel proud that
we have been able to carry on our work for the last
two years. This has been possible due to the financial
assistance which we haves received from time to time
from the charitably-inclined members of the publie,
particularly the mercantils communities in Calcutta.
We extend our thankful appreciation to them for
their ready response to our appeal.

* * *

The following are the main aims and objects of
this institution:

(a) To impart training and education mainly to
the adult blind of both sexes telonging to every com-
munity and coming from all parts of India, and to
make them, as far as practicable, contributing mem-
bers of society;

¥ Since this Report was submitted, the Government of
Bengal has sanctioned & recurring grant of Rs. 1,200 per annum
towards the maintenance of this institution.

15—1516 B
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(b) To provide instruction to those children and
adults of both sexes who are suffering from the cotn-
bination of blindness, deafness and muteness.

(¢) To print books and journals in Braille in
Indian languages and in English for the use of visual-
ally handicapped persons;

(d) To carry on publicity, placement and other
general welfare work for the visually handicapped;
and,

(e) To conduct any other activity as may be de-
aided upon by the Executive of the institution for the
amelioration of the conditions of the visually handi-
capped in this country.

As stated before, we have not been able to under-
take the project in full owing to the lack of financial
resources. '

* * *

Many individuals and organisations have written
to us commending the work which is being carried on
in this institution. We thank all of them for their
appreciative understanding of our humble efforts to
be of some service to the less fortunate members of
our society. Their appreciations served as a great
source of our inspiration and encouragement.

‘We would like to record here two notable appre
ciations. Her Excellency the Marchioness of Linlith-
gow (the Vicereine of India),* in a letter to the Pre-
gident of the institution, Rt. Hon’ble ILord Sinha,
said:

““ T am most interested to hear of your project for
the new institution called ‘ Lighthouse for the Blind.’

* She left India in 1943 on the conclusion of the
term of office of His Excellency Lord Linlithgow, Viceroy snd
Governor-General of India.
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T think it is & most necessaty step #s it includes the °
education of the adult blind dand also is to serve thé
whole of India " ‘

Her Excellency also granted an interview to the
writer and his wife, Mrs. Evelyn Roy, at the Vieceregal
Lodge in New Delhi on the 17th November, 1941 and
enquired of them ubout the progress of this institu-
tion.

Mahatma Gandhi wrote the following lina to the
writer :

*“I wish you every success in. your efforts to
serve the blind of India.”

* * *

Thé institution is still in its infancy. But we
fee] sure that it will grow very rapidly if the Govern-
ment and the public lend their generous aid to it. We
believe that,the institution has already found for it-
seif an important place in the field of social service
in this country, and its impcrtance and usefulness
will be increased a thousandfold if the public take up
the cause with greater sympathy and earnestness.

* * *

Looking beyond the precinets of the institution,
we may add a few words about the importaut activi-
ties for the blind in India:

(i) Major Sir Clutha Mackenzie, himself blind,
has been appointed by the Government of India to
draw up a comprehensive plan for the civilian blind,
which will take effect as soon as possible after the
war. We offer our congratulations to the Government
of India for having taken this step and also for having
appointed a well-qualified person for this great work.

We had the .great honour and pleasure of wel-
coming Sir Clutha to our institution. He was glad
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- to see the work of our school and was pleased to en-
ter the following remark in our Visitors’ Book :

“ It has given me great pleasure to see the
excellent work and progress. I wish the Lighthouse
the best of luck in the further development of its
work and trust it will have the opportunity to fulfil
its best ambitions. It is doing a most useful pioneer
work."”’

We wish Sir Clutha all success in his task.

(i) We congratulate the Government of India on

- their taking another progressive step in the education
of the blind in India. In 1941, they set up & Com-
mittee for the purpose of devising a uniform- Braille
Code applicable to the whole of India. The Com-
mittee met on the 17th and the 18th November, 1941,
in New Delhi, and Mrs. Roy and the writer attended
it on behalf of this institution. A Select Committee
is now engaged in drafting a Code * on the principles
laid down by the Braille Code Committee in 1941. We
hope that the Select Committee will be able to find a

formula to the satisfaction of all concerned.

(iii) The teaching programme which was intro-
duced at the Teachers’ Training Department of the
Caleutta University, in 1940, for the purpose of train-
ing intending teachers and workers for the blind, is
maintaining a good progress. During the period
under review, 55 students—30 men and 25 women—
took this course.

The subject is divided into three parts, viz., His-
tory of the Education of the Blind, Special Psycholo-

*The draft Code was submitted by the Select Committee
towards the end of 1943,
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gical Problems of Blindness, and Practical Aspects in
the Education of the Blind.

At present, the course is open only to Univer-
sity graduates, and is for the duration of one year.

This is the first time in .the educational history
of Tndia that a course of this type has been included
in the list of prescribed subjects taught by a Univer-
sity. We record our congratulations to Dr. 8. P.
Mookerjee for helping in the introduction of this
course. '

AT THE FIRST ANNUAL GENERAIL MEETING
OF THE ALL-INDIA LIGHTHOUSE
FOR THE BLIND * ’

(Summary of a speech delivered at the Asutcsh’
College, Calculta, on the 80th May, 1943, under the
Chairmanship of Dr. S. P. Mookerjee.)

Mr. PrrsupENT, LADIES AND (FENTLEMEN,

From the portions of the Annual Report, which
have just been read out to you, you will observe that
the progress of our institution has not measured up
to our ideal which we had before us when we com-
menced our work about two vears ago. This is en-
tirely due to the deplorable . financial condition
through which we have been passing all the while

# Published in the Amrita Bazar Fatrika, Calcutta, Ananda
Bazar Patrike, Calcutta, and Hindusthan Standard, Calcutta
(all on the 31st May, 1943).
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since the establishment of our institutian. However,
the money which we. have received has been put to
its best and most cconomic use, and we very confi-
dently hope that our insiitution will see its better
days in the near future through wider public support
and sympathy.

Our work was officially inaugurated under a Com-
mittee formed at a meeting held at the Calcutta Uni-
versity on the 3rd April, 1941 under the presidency
of Dr. S. P. Mookerjee. The Committee was busy
for about three months in collecting funds and edu-
“cating public opinion, and our institution was opened
on the 1st August, 1941. The work of the school
commenced with five pupilss—four men and one
woman, and since then we have been marching to-
wards our goal with rather painfully slow steps owing
to finanecial difficulties, but with a sure conviction of
our ultimate success.

The welfare work for the blind may broadly be
considered under three heads: :

1. The education and training of pre-schoo
children.

Many centres, known as ‘‘ The Sunshine Homes
for Blind Babies,”” have been established in Europe
and America, in order to train blind children. rang-
ing up to 5 or 6 years of age. These children need
special guidance as they cannot learn through visual
limitation as the seeing children do. For this very
reason, the objective stimuli in their education have
to be different.

In India, there is no organisation for these
children, although their number is about 15,000.

2. Education of boys and girls of school-going
age.
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We have some arrangements for these boys and
girls almost in every provinece. But the number of
sehoqls is too inadequate for sbout 50,000 blind boys
and girls in this country. Besides, most of these
schools are very ill-equipped and are run on lines nok
in conformity with the theories and principles aof
modern educational psychology.

3, The training of adults.

Our institution is primarily intended for these
persons. Although they constitute about 90% of the
total blind population in India, practically nothing
was done for them.

Broadly speaking, two problems have to be
tackled in connection with the happiness and rehabi-
litation of the adult blind. These are (1) their eco-
nomic independence and (2) a change of the present
deplorable public attitude towards them.

. The purpose of a blind institution obviously fails
if blind 'persons cannot be provided with suitable
employments at the end of their training and educa-
tion. Although in the Western countries, the per-
sons without sight have been occupying several posi-
tions of great responsibility, yet the blind in India
find it very hard to be self-supporting in spite of their
having received proper education and training. A
few instances of successful blind persons in America
and England may be cited here:

(e) Miss Smith, a blind woman, has been & sue-
cessful reporter for the Buffalo Exprzss in the State
of New York. This paper is very well-known in
America, and Miss Smith collects news and views for
it. With the help of her dog, Seeing Eye, she tours
all over America and Canada, and gathers materials
for her paper.
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(b) Mr. Walter K. McDonald, blind from his
18th year, is the Chairman of the Public Service
Commission in Georgia, U. S. A., President of the
-South-Eastern Association of Railroad and Utilities
Commissioners, and Director of Freight and Rate Ad-
justments for the Southern Governors’ Conference.

(c¢) Mr. William Taylor is a distinguished lawyer
in Pennsylvania, and solicitor for two Townships, one
School Board, one Building snd Loan Association,
and one Chamber of Commerce. He is also a mem-
ber of the Public Relations Committee of the Penn-
-sylvania Bar Association, Chairman of the Speakers
Bureau of the Junior Bar Conference of the Ameri-
can Bar Association, and the Director of the Board
of the local Children’s Health Camp.

(d) The Head of the Department of History at
Blue Mountain College in Mississippi, is Mr. David
Guyton. He is also the President of a bank and cor-
‘respondent of several newspapers.

(c) Mr. Henry Fawcett, blind from his 23rd
year, served as the Postmaster-General of Great Bri-
tain for several years. He introduced many postal
reforms. He was also in great sympathy with the
political aspirations of the Indian people and this
earned him the nick-name of ‘‘ India Member ”’ in
the British Parliament.

- It may be noted here that blind persons are not
eligible for Government service in India, although
the blind in the Western countries are not barred
from entering into Government service.

In order to help towards the economic independ-
ence of the Llind, some laws should be passed pro-
viding special facilities to the blind and protecting
them from the sighted competition. Instances of
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such'laws in America are the Randolph-Sheppard Act,
the O’'Day Act, and several others, and in Great Bri-
tain, the Blind Persons Act, Special Pension Act, ete.
These special legislations have been possible for the
initiative taken by blind members of the American
Congress and of the British Parliament. ‘A few cap-
able blind persons should be sent to the Indian legis-
latures for the purpose of enacting this type of legis-
lation.

Coming o the question of public attitude towards
the blind, it may be mentioned that the people in
India have very queer notions about their sightless
brothers and sisters. This is a great source of un-
bhappiness to the blind. Tt is very often forgotten
that blindness by itself does not affect the person-
ality of a man or a woman. It should be remember-
.ed that the blind are just normal people in the dark.

In conclusion it is hoped that the public in
.general will kindly co-operate in the attempts of this
institution at remdving the miseries of blindness and
making blind persons self-respecting and contribut-
ing members of society. This is indeed a huge task,
as one-sixth of the total blind population in the world
is in India. But we are confident that we shall sue-
ceed in our endeavours if we get the moral and mate-
rial support from the Government and the public.
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MR. RAMANANDA CHATTERJEE’S CONTRI-
BUTION TO BLIND EDUCATION
IN INDIA * '

Mr. Ramananda Chatterjee is already well-
known to the Indian public as a gifted journalist, a
deep political thinker and a staunch patrivt. His
three famous journals—Modern Review, Prabasi and
Vishal Bharat —have been imparting knowledge,
inspiration and entertainment to countless men and
women in this country. The fame of Modern Re-
view has even transcended the boundaries of India
and, before the outbreak of the present war, this jour-
nal had a fairly good circulation abroad. While in
New York, the writer had an epportunity to meet
the world-renowned scholar and writer, Mr. Will
Durant, and his wife, and both Mr. and Mrs. Durant
paid a high tribute to the informative and thought-
provoking notes which Mr. Chatterjee used to write
for this journal. *

But, until very recently, the number of those
who knew about Mr. Chatterjee’s contribution to:
blind education in India, was indeed insignificant.
This deporable ignorance is a clear indication of the
lack of public interest in the education of the blind
in thig eountry. Mr. Chatterjee’s contribution to-
this cause is, however, of supreme importance for
what it was as well as for what it did.

The credit of devising Bengali Braille is Mr.
Chatterjee’s. It is quite remarkable that Mr. Chat-
terjee who apparently did not have any special
knowledge or training in blind work, could devise a

* Published in the Moderr Review, Calcutta, November. 1943..
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system for the blind 51 years ago, which is still in
use in a slightly modified form. This simply speaks
for the versatile genius of Mr. Chatterjee, and his
contribuiton should receive a grateful acknowledge-
ment from all workers for the blind in India, al-
though, professionally speaking, he was not one .of
them. Strangely enough, so far as the writer is
aware, no one made a reference in writing to this
work of Mr. Chatterjee before 1940. How could this
great contribution be shielded from public’ know-
ledge for about half a cemtury?

In order to appraise properly what Mr. Chatter-
jee has done for the blind of this country, it is
necessary to know something about the Braille sys-
tem and about the state of blind education in India
at the time when he made his contribution. The
present article is not intended to be either technical
or exhaustive. Consequently, only a very brief sur-
very of the points referred to above is undertaken in
the following paragraphs.

Braille is a system of reading and writing em-
ployed by the blind and it is made out of six em-
bossed points ( : : ) arranged in various positions and
combinations.

Before the introduction of Braille, several sys-
tems of reading and writing for the blind were de-
visad and experimented in Europe and America, but
none was found to be quite satisfactory. In 1829,
Louis Braille, himself blind, invented this system,
which is known after his name and which is at pre-
sent the only point system used by the blind in every
country, But Braille had to wage a long and con-
$inuous war against its rival systems for recogni-
tion. Even in the French School where Louis
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Braille was a teacher, this system was not accepted
until 1854, i.e., a quarter of a century after its
invention. In America, this rivalry, known as the
‘ Battle of the Types,”” was the severest.

However, the intrinsic merits of the Braille Sys-
tem were gradually recognised and all the competing
systems were abandoned in its favour. Of course,
adaptations and modifications had to be made by
different nations according to their alphabetic and
linguistic needs; but the basic six dots, formulated
by Louis Braille, have b&n universally accepted.

Blind education in accordance with the Braille
‘System, was introduced in India towards the close
of the last century. In 1892, when Mr. Chatterjee
devised his system, there were only two institutions
for the blind in India—one at Amritsar,* Punjab,
and the other at Palamcottah, Madras. Both these
schools were storted by the British missionaries and
they soon adapted the English Braille to the lan-
guages prevalent in those provinces.

If Mr. Chatterjee wished to establish a blind
school in Bengal, he could have easily done so. But
it seems that he was more interested in the afflicted
humanity in general than in any one particular sec-
tion of it. Dasashram which was founded in Cal-
cutta in order to shelter and protect all types of needy
and handicapped persons, had a monthly journal of
its own, namely, Dasi, of which Mr. Chatterjee was
the editor. This journal was started in 1299 B.S.,
i.e., in 1892, and Mr. Chatterjee used to write about

* The school at Amritsar was removed to Rajpur near
Dehra Dun in 1903. Vide Dr. R. M. Halder's The Visually
Handicapped in India, Page 254.
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topics touching different social service fields. In
the second issue of this journal, he contributed am
article stressing the need of imparting suitable edu-
cation to the blind. To this article he appended a
complete plan showing how the English Braille could
be adapted to Bengali. At this time, there was no
school for the blind in Bengal and, so far as is.
known, there was no one whc took any active step
to start one. Mr. Chatterjee’s adaptation of Ben-
gali Braille did not, therefore, produce any tangible
effect just then. Besides, with the extinetion of
Dasi in 1895 and Mr. Chatterjee’s departure from
Calcutta about that time, the whole idea of blind
education in Bengal seems to have been shifted to
the background.

The next adaptation of Bengali Braille, which is
in use at present, is said to have been made by Mr.
L. B. Shah some time after 1394. The writer’s only
source for this information is the report of the Cal-
cutta Blind School for 1939, page 4. Thus, from
the point of view of time, Mr. Chatterjee devised his
system at least two or three years before the one
evolved by Mr Shah, and since Mr. Shah’s system
differs very slightly from that of Mr. Chatterjee, it
can be definitely established that Mr. Chatterjee is
the originator of Bengali Braille.

The reasons as to why Mr. Chatterjee’s original
device was not put into actual use, are quite under-
standable. But it is indeed very difficult to explain
how Mr. Jhatterjee’s great achievement was alto-
gether ignored and forgotten by the public in general
and by the workers for the blind in particular. As
stated before, no one made any public reference to-
this work of Mr. Chatterjee before 1940.
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In 1988, while engaged in the collection of data
for his doctoral thesis, the writer quite accidentally
came across the copy of Dasi in which Mr. Chatter-
jee’s article on Blind Education appeared. The re-
sult of the writer’s findings was passed on to other
workers for the blind, and, at present, Mr. Chatter-
jee’s contribution to blind education in India has
been fully acknowledged.

It is indeed very gratifying to note that the
authorities, staff and students of the * All-Tndia
Lighthouse For the Blind ’’ got an opportunity during
Mr. Chatterjee’s lifetime to express publicly their
sense of deep appreciation for his long-neglected
work for the blind. This was done by presenting an
address to him at his sick-bed on the 5th September,
1943.

26TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION

(Summary of a speech delivered at the 26th
Anniversary of the Russian Revolution, held at the
Indian Association Hall, Calcutta, on the 7th
November. 1948, under the Chairmanship of com-
rade M. N. Roy.)

M=z. PrEsIDENT, LADIES AND (GENTLEMEN,

- I feel extremely hesitant to address the present
audience as, in the first place, I came just to listen
to the speech of Mr. M. N. Roy, about whom I had



ANNIVERSARY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 239

heard so mueh, and I did not ¢come prepared to make
a speech; and, in the setond place, I am net fully
conversant with the programme of the Radical De-
mocratic Party, under whose auspices the present
meeting has been convened. In any case, since I
could not persuade the organisers of this meeting to
leave me out of the list of today’'s speakers, I shall
just say a few words.

It is certainly very heartening that the Red
Army which was passing through great military re-
verses about this time last year, has achieved a bril-
liant success during the last few months. This is a
good news not only for the European and American
countries, but also for India. .I am not an autho-
rity on military affairs and I do not presume to be
able to elaborate much on this aspect of the topic.
Mr. M. N. Roy will certainly develop this point for
us at length when he will address the gathering.

I am an humble worker for the blind in India
and I would like to take this opportunity to say a
few words about blind work in Russia, resulting
from an adherence to the principles of communism.
I shall point out here that T do not claim to have
full knowledge of communism either; but what I
know about it leads me to conclude that the prin-
ciple of equality as envisaged in the doctrine of com-
munism, holds out a great hope for the blind. As
you know, the sightless individuals in every country
are looked upon as inferior to the seeing as the for-
mer are unable to participate in all types of activity,
on account of their physical handicap. But when
communism declares the equality of rights and pri-
vileges for all persons irrespective of their social status
and certain inherent advantages, the blind can .
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reasonably look forward to a better treatment than
what has been meted out to them heretofore.

As a matter of fact, this is what is supposed to
have taken place in Russia. From a few articles
which I have read about the work for the blind in
that country, it appears to me that the blind there
have better opportunities for education and liveli-
hood than in many countries. Unfortunately I could
not carry out my plan of visiting Russia and see for
myself the conditions of the blind there. However,
if communism is true to its professed ideals, there
is no reason to doubt the improved status of the
blind in Russia.

I hope that the Radical Democratic Party which
is striving to introduce the fundamentals of com-
munism in India, will not forget the miserable con-
ditions of about two million blind persons in this.
country. The blind in India will undoubtedly bless
any movement or any Government which will help
them to rise out of the present deplorable state of
affairs and become normal human beings.

I, further, hope that my talk about the blind
has not sounded very irrelevant to you as you have
assembled to-day to celebrate the 26th Anniversary
of the Russian Revolution.
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”

.

MR. RAMANANDA CHATTERJEE'S WORK FOR
THE BLIND IN INDIA *

(Summary of a speech delivered at a condolence

meeting, held at the Indian Association Hall, Cal-

. cutta, on the 22nd November, 1943, under the Chair-
manship of Dr. 8. P. Mookerjee.)

MRr. PRrESIDENT, LADIES AND GGENTLEMEN,

I have taken my stand to address you this
evening in abedience to the wish of our President,
although I came here just to listen and pay my tri-
bute of homage in, silence to the late M. Ramananda
Chatterjee.

The speakers preceding me have discussed Mr.
Chatterjee’s life from different aspects—as a journal-
ist, as a politician, as a teacher, and as a strong
and fearless man. I shall tell you a few words about
Mr. Chatterjee as a social reformer.

From the very beginning of his career, Mr.
Chatterjee turned his attention to the manifold
miseries of our society. Towards the end of the last
century, Mr. Chatterjee was one of the founders of
Dasashram which was established in Calcutta in or-
der to take care of the blind. the deaf, the homeless,
and other under-privileged persons. He was also the
Editor of Dasi, the organ of Dasashram. In this
journal he wrote several articles dealing with the
needs and problems of persons with different types
of physical and social handicaps. In an article in
the Sraban issue, B.S. 1299, corresponding to July,

¥ Published in the Hindusthan Standard, Calcutta, 23rd
November, 1941.
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1892, he stressed the need of the education of the
blind, and I shall conclude my speech by making a
few remarks on this article.

It is indeed very creditable of Mr. Chatterjee to
think of the blind at a time wken there was no school
for them in this province and very few people be-
lieved that the blind could be educated. He pub
forward a strong plea for the need of their edu-
cation in that article and incorporated a com-
plete chart of the Bengali Braille Code which he
himself devised. The present Bengali Braille system,
which is used by the blind, is nothing but a slight
modification of the system which he evolved
in 1892. This certainly speaks for the versatile
genius of Mr. Chatterjee, as he could formulate such
a well thought-out system without possessing the
technical knowledge of the subject. Unfortunately,
this contribulion of his was not known to the publie
until very recently, and I feel proud to say that I
had the unique privilege of securing this informa-
tion in 1938 when I was carrying on some research-
work in the field of blind education.

As a man, Mr. Chatterjee was supremely cour-
teous to me and always accorded me a warm wel-
come whenever I paid him a visit. He was much
intcrested in the problems of the blind and gave me
his blessings for the very little which I had been do-
ing for them.

On behalf of the blind in Bengal, I gratefully
acknowledge his services for them and pray for the
peace of his departed soul.
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THE INVALID—A SOCIAL DEBT OR CREDIT

(A debate * broadcast from the Calcutts Studio
of the All-India Radio on the 80th March, 1944.)

In opposing the view that the invalid are a so-
cial debt, I would, at the very outset, like to make
two points very clear: TFirst, by the term * in-
valids,”” which has not teen a very happy selection
in this context, I mean those persons who are physi-
cally handicapped in any one of the six or seven
accepted descriptions, viz., the blind, the deaf-mute,
the crippled, and so on. Secondly, the invalids, in
this sense of the term, constitute a definite asset to
society provided suitable educational and environ-
mental facilities are placed within their reach. After
all, in the absence of these facilities, even the so-
called normal persons are also a permanent drag on
the smooth and continuous progress of social evolu-
tion.

Let me begin with a few lines from Longfellow,
one of our immortal poets and thinkers:

““ All are architects of Fate,
Working in these walls of Time;
Some with massive deeds and great,
Some with ornaments of rhyme.

“‘ Nothing useless is, or low:
Each thing in its place is best;
And what seems but idle show
Strengthens and supports the rest.’

¥ Published with the kind permission of the All-India
Radio, Calcutta.
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From this line of thought, the conception of so-
scial debt or liability is completely out of place and,
perhaps, atrociously outrageous in any scheme of
life. However, this interpretation of social debt
aay be considered as too philosophical and ideal-
istic by many who judge human values by pragmatic
standards. Let me, therefore, introduce the concept
of social liability as formulated by Prof. John Dewy,
one of the greatest American pragmatists. In con-
nection with his expansion of the idea of social effi-
ciency, Prof. Dewy states:

‘“If an individual is not able to earn his own
living and that of the children dependent upon him,
he is a drag or parasite upon the activities of others.”

Are the trained and educated physically handi-
capped persons a social debt from the standpoint of
this pragmatic test? Before attemmpting an answer
to this question, it is necessary to meet the argu-
ments set forth in the opposite thesis.

First, it has been held that, so long as the pre-
sent social system continues, the physically handi-
capped must always remain a social debt as society
does not nave enough with which it can attend to
both its normal and handicapped members. This vir-
tually amounts to the statement that a father hav-
ing two children—one sighted and the other blind,
is justified in spending all his income on the seeing
child and in starving the sightless one on the ground
that his financial resources are limited. What
difference would it make if both the children were
sighted? The fact that an average physically -hanrdi-
capped person of uny description can become a self-
supporting and contributing individual through pro-
per training and education, has, it seems, been en-
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tirely missed or is not believed in by the learned
speaker. The physically handicapped have the
same birthright to education as the normal, and the
introduction of the idea of charity in this regard, ap-
plicable to the former, is nothing but the result of
illogical and undeveloped thinking. Besides, even
the present-day capitalistic societies of Greal Britain
and America have shown by voting huge sums of
money through a number of legislations that the lack
of funds can and should never be made an excuse
for denying the physically handicapped the rights
and privileges enjoyed by their more fortunate bro-
thers and sisters. The real fact is that it is the social
attitude, and not money, which is the determining
factor in this matter.

Sceondly, even if sufficient funds are available,
doubt has been raised as to whether society is justi-
fied in spending care and money on the physically
handicapped who, according to the learned speaker,
will always remain as ‘‘ incomplete human beings.
According to Aristotle, the only one quality which
distinguishes a human being from all other forms of
creation, is ralionality. I thought that this psvcho-
logical analysis of human nature was accepted
unanimously as the last word regarding the essential
characteristic of a human being. But the learned
speaker seems to maintain that a person who is un-
able to perform all the duties of a normal man is an
incomplete human being. If this new criterion of
humanity is accepted, a host of persons, even from
amongst the so-called normal, will have to be regis-
tered as incomplete human beings. The terms
“duty ’ and ‘‘ normal "’ are highly and precarious-
ly relative and are liable to different interpretations.

2
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in different contextual references. What one nor-
mal man is able to perform, another may not; what
men are able to perform, women may not, and vice
versa. Will they all be described as incomplete
human beings from the standpoint of this new crite-
rion of humanity?

It must be admitted that the physically handi-
capped cannot be expected to participate in certain
activities, but it must also be admitted in the same:
breath that there are several other activities in which
ths physicullv handicapped are as good as, if not
better than, the normal persons. Nobody but blind
Milton could write Paradise Lost; nobody but deaf
Beethoven could compose so many symphonic
masterpieces; and, to come to our present day. no-
body but Roosevelt who is practically ecrippled, could
become the President of the United States for three
terms in succession.®

Of course, the need of training a physically
handicapped individual, if he happens to be a genius,
has been acknowledged by the learned speaker. But,
unfortunately, genius, like love, cannot be deter-
mined by the first-sight principle. Geuius, as it has
been aptly stated, is 99% respiration and only
1% inspiration, and it is absolutely necessary both
for the normal and the handicapped to have all pos-
sible scope for the exercise of this respirational
aspect of genius. Otherwise, Gray’s ‘‘ Full many a
gem ’ complaint will always stand out as a mighty
accusation against human -ecivilisation.

* Since the mmanuscripts were sent to the press, he has been.
elected for the fourth term also.
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One important question crops up in this connee-
tion: Is it necessary for society to be always a
genius-hunter? Should not its success be judged by
that of an average person—mnomal or handicapped,
and not merely by the number of Nobel Prize win-
ners? Measured by the pragmatic standard,
referred to previously, an average physically handi-
capped person has proved himself to be immensely
successful in many types of activity such as teach-
ing, law, journalism, business administration, execu-
tive function. musie, handicrafts, and so on. . The
present war has demonstrated the social utility of
‘the physically handicapped still further. Owing to
labour shortage, man salvage clinics have been estab-
lished in different parts of the United States and
these clinics have been instrumental in placing lakhs
-of physically handicapped persons, so long regarded
as socially useless, in various types of work with
conspicuous success.

The conclusion is, therefore, irresistible that the
physically handicapped persons cannot be a social
debt; on the contrary, they can and should he turned
into social assets through an integrated plan of educa-
‘tion and training.

PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH TO WORK
FOR THE WAR-BLINDED *

(A LETTER)

It is very likely that a large number of persons
in this country have become blind or will become so

. ¥Published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, 13th
April 1944, and the Statesman, Calcutta, 14th April, 1944.
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in the near future as a result of war operations on
the Fastern border of India. The workers for the-
blind will soon be confronted with a very serious.
problem as to how to help these victims of victory in
the best possible way.

Of course, suitable provisions for their specialised
training and education will have to be made. But
this is, by no means, the immediate problem. What
follows in the wake of blindness is not so much a
yearning tb see the faces of the loved ones or to en-
joy the beauties of nature, which were once a never-
failing source of solace and inspiration, but a sense of
devastating helplessness, a fear of the yawning gulf
of abysmal darkness surrounding the victim until the
very last gasp of life, and a feeling of utter hop8less-
ness about his eVer being able again to earn his
own living and of those dependent on him. This
psychological adjustment to the permanently blacked
out, world is the immediate problem to which alten-
tion should be focussed, before the questions of train-
ing and education are taken in hand; and the sooner
this adjustment is made, the less will be the suffer-
ing of the newly-blinded, and the more assuring will
be the prospect of a successful course of training.

The first thing td do, therefore, iz to create a:
deep-rooted confidence in the mind of the vietim-
that he, in spite of his catastrophe. still remains a;
capable aud lovable human being—an asset to so-
ciety. The social workers who are entrusted with
the care of these persons, should be thoroughly fami-
liar with all the special problems of blind psycholo-
gy. The accounts of those who have achieved a-
conquest over blindness, should be read or narrated
to these vietims, and the best thing would be. to.
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give them opportunities to meet successful blind per-
sons and talk to them {freely and confidentially. A
seeing person cannot gain the confidence of a sight-
less individual in the same way and to the same
extent as a blind person can.

I appeal to the authorities of hospitals where
these newly-blinded persons are confined for preli-
minary treatment, and to those in charge of diver-
sional therapy to include this psychological aspect
of the question into their programmes of relief and
rehabilitation intended for these persons.

CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY COURSE FOR
TEACHERS AND WORKERS
OF THE BLIND *

(A LETTER)

From several enquiries made of me regarding
the availability of suitable teachers and workers for
the blind in India, il appears tha¢ the general pub-
lic are not yet aware of the excellent arrangement
existing at the Teachers’ Training Departnient of the
Calcutta University, since 1940, for the purpose of
providing adequate training to those willing to under-
take the work for the blind. This is the first time in
the educstional history of India that a course of this
nature has been adopted as an item of the regular
University curriculum and, so far, the Caleutta Uni-

¥ Published in the Statesman, Calcutta, 15th May, 1944.
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versity is the only University in this country having
this important provision. -

The course is a part of the Bachelor of Training
prograrame and it comprises the History of the Edu-
cation of the Blind, Special Psychological Problems
-of Blindness, and Practical Aspects in the Education
of the Blind, including the reading and writing of
Braille. During the last four years of this course,
.about 100 M.A., B.T.’s and B.A., B.T.’s—both men
and women—have received this specialised training.
and they are, thus, perfectly qualified to teach both
the seeing and sightless boys and girls. A few of
them have already been employed in responsible
positions in the sphere of blind work.

The course has been modelled on the practice
followed at Teachers College, Columbia University,
although the course at Columbia University is much
more comprehensive than that existing at the Cal-
cutta. University.









